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Virtual Remembering

Johanna Dahlin, Linköping University

" is paper will discuss the internet as sites of memory, symbolic action 
and interaction in relation to the Second World (or Great Patriotic) War. 
" e memory of the Second World War has a prominent place in public 
discourse in contemporary Russia, and much of what is produced in 
other contexts are also accessible online such as speeches, broadcasts 
and newspaper stories. 

In addition, there are materials unique to the internet which can 
function as sites of memory. Examples include the data base OBD 
(#$%$&'(()* $+(, -+(()., www.obd-memorial.ru) where informa-
tion and scanned documents on soldiers can be found, and memory 
sites for institutions; for example, the politechnical university in St Pe-
tersburg has a book of memory dedicated to students and teachers who 
died in the war.

Social networks are also sites where war memory features. " ey also 
serve as extensions of groups based on face-to-face interaction as well 
as virtual communities. For groups working with war memory, social 
network forums such as vkontakte function as venues for discussion, 
for sharing and commenting photos, for keeping in touch with former 
members as well as for monitoring the activities of others with similar 
interests and for presenting themselves to the world. 

Social networks are also sites where symbolic action can be taken 
and you can for instance attach a St George ribbon to your avatar as well 
as your fl esh-and-blood person.

Taking departure in my ethnographic fi eldwork in St Petersburg, 
this paper will discuss the interaction between commemorative prac-
tices in the corporal world and their extention into the virtual.
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Forged Proofs, Real Hatred: The Place & Role of Fakes in 
‘Memory Wars’

Helene Dounaevsky, University of Corsica

In this paper* I propose to explore one sort of documents intensively 
used within internet discussions. " ese texts were created elsewhere 
than in the internet but the internet actually did intensify their exploi-
tation. Despite they being used as the strongest and most truthful argu-
ments, these documents more o0 en than not appear to be fake. " ose 
can be classifi ed in two categories, the fi rst one aiming to discredit the 
adversary, the second managing to ennoble its own community and he-
roes. As an illustration of the fi rst group, we shall call to mind the (in)
famous picture of massacred children, an icon of polish “martyrology” 
(cf. the case of M. Dolinska). In this same group we can evoke the so-
called order of deportation of the whole Ukrainian population to Sibe-
ria (!"#$%& ''()/*+). A good example of the second category would be 
, e Memoirs of Dr Stella Kranzbach, which seems to be a mystifi cation, 
a product of the Ukrainian Diaspora. All these fakes are invitations to 
think about the status of digital fi les itself, which appears to be quite 
ambiguous, as within the virtual space borders tend to fade away be-
tween a true document and a fake one. A dramatic gap can be observed 
between the o1  cial history and the pop-history popping up through on-
line discussions. 

So, what is considered as a non-document within an academic con-
text is accepted as a document through a non-academic one, and ends 
up being , e document for internet users.

*) see panel description on page /2
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Medvedev’s Blogging Bureaucrats: Offi cial Models of 
Identity and Community in the New Media Age

Michael Gorham, University of Florida

From the early days of his presidency, Dmitrii Medvedev has touted 
himself as an internet-savvy president, and most of the independent 
evidence suggests his reputation as Russia’s fi rst Geek-in-Chief is fully 
justifi ed. Subsequent action on the President’s part has underscored 
a deeper commitment to making new media technologies part of the 
everyday toolbox of the Russian bureaucracy. Most notable are his own 
video blog and Twitter feeds, launched in October /445  and June /4!4 
respectively, together with his call to fellow civil servants, in January 
/4!4, to start their own blogs as a means of enhancing the legitimacy 
of state authority by making it more transparent, more open to public 
scrutiny and critique.

Medvedev’s public justifi cation for the moves, aside from their potent 
symbolic embrace of his broader campaign for “modernization,” rests 
invariably in the desire to foster what he has called “direct Internet de-
mocracy.” Both linguistically and generically, the blog and the micro-
blog have the makings of a more direct exchange of ideas between politi-
cal leaders and citizens, modes of communication, moreover, that prom-
ise to be less formal and o6 -putting than the complicated hierarchies 
of discursive authority commonly associated with Russian bureaucratic 
culture. At the same time, they carry the signifi cant risk of undercutting, 
rather than fortifying political power and legitimacy. In previous papers 
I have discussed the generic, stylistic, and technical aspects of the presi-
dential Twitter feed. In this paper I turn my attention to the blogging 
activities of leading government bureaucrats in order to help shed light 
on the potential benefi ts and pitfalls of bureaucratic blogging as a new 
medium for political communication.
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Blogging for the State? Russian Leaders and Their Use of 
New Media Technologies

Natalia Moen, Norwegian Institute of International Affairs

How do political leaders approach the internet, the blogosphere and 
other emerging media technologies? " is question is becoming increas-
ingly relevant as politicians begin to realise the great potential of the 
‘new media’ as a direct channel of dialogue with the wider society, in 
particular the younger generation. While formal speeches, interviews 
and publications in printed media tend to carry an explicit political 
message, it is not clear how the same political leaders use their websites 
and blog sites where the style is much less formal. Do leaders use the 
internet as a sign of their modernity, using their website and blog sites 
simply to replicate information from other sites or publications? More-
over, do leaders use the informality of the web primarily as a means of 
self-promotion or do they use it to reinforce wider political agendas, in 
particular those relevant to the younger media-savvy generation?

 In the Russian case, President Dmitri Medvedev and Prime Minister 
Putin have distinctive approaches to the internet, with Medvedev much 
more active, although this has begun to change in recent months. Both 
leaders do, however, have a web presence. " is paper o6 ers a chance to 
compare leader strategies toward the internet by the ruling ‘tandem’ but 
also the way they use it to communicate with the wider society. " e lat-
ter is accomplished by focusing on one key ‘state’ issue that has emerged 
in recent years in the Russian Federation, clearly visible in the formal 
speeches of Putin and Medvedev and one that is of direct relevance to 
the younger generation — Russia’s ‘demographic crisis’. Russia has ex-
perienced a signifi cant population decrease over the course of the post-
Soviet period, forcing political leaders to give this issue serious atten-
tion. " is not only requires sustained policy initiatives to counteract the 
population decline, but also attitudinal changes among younger people 
to ‘family values’ in order to boost population growth. By examining 
the content of Medvedev and Putin’s internet usage regarding this key 
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state issue, it should become clear as to how high-level leaders view new 
media technologies. Are they seen as essential channels of communica-
tion with younger internet users? Is new technology used primarily to 
reinforce personal popularity or to forward larger state issues?
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The National Politics of Domain Names: Russia and Ukraine 
dealing with ICANN

Martin Paulsen, University of Bergen

" e decision by the Internet Cooperation for Assigned Names and Num-
bers (ICANN) to allow for internationalised domain names (IDN) was 
welcomed by the Russian government as an opportunity to strengthen 
the presence of the Russian language on the Internet. Supported by both 
Medvedev and Putin it was soon implemented in the administration of 
the Russian part of Internet. Meanwhile, in Ukraine the same decision 
sparked o6  heated debates about who actually controls the Ukrainian 
segment of the Internet, resulting in legal disputes.

On the one hand this is a linguistic question, since it is related to the 
use of Cyrillic script at the very core of the Internet address system. Ac-
cordingly, a comparison of the situations in the two countries should be 
useful for pinpointing their approaches to language policy. On the other 
hand it is a question of the administration of the Internet. Is the Internet 
best understood through a national, international or global prism? In 
the question of IDNs these two questions come together. 

I will use this paper to discuss the lessons to be drawn from these 
two cases (Russia and Ukraine) concerning both language policy and 
national administration of the Internet.
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Old Dogs, New Tricks? Assessing the Effectiveness of Party 
Leaders on the Political Internet 

Sean P. Roberts, Norwegian Institute of International Affairs

In post-Yeltsin Russia, /444–!!, executive leadership has enjoyed some 
success in developing the authority and persona of the President and, 
more recently, Prime Minister, utilising the medium of television, but 
increasingly the Internet too. " is refl ects the growing infl uence of the 
Internet in Russia, which has experienced a reported !,5/U  per cent in-
crease in use over the past decade. In February /4!!, President Medve-
dev was awarded Runet’s ‘best blogger’ prize for his Twitter and Live-
Journal accounts and both the federal government and the presidential 
administration remain at the cutting edge of communications devel-
opment. However, beyond the federal executive branch, the ability and 
willingness of the political elite to engage with society, in particular the 
younger generation, and to harness the potential of the Internet, is open 
to question. " is appears to be the case with Russia’s current parlia-
mentary parties (United Russia, A Just Russia, CPRF and LDPR) which, 
from a theoretical perspective, should exist as ready-made organisation-
al solutions to the problems of mass-elite linkage. What is interesting is 
that the leadership of these four parties shows a clear gender, but also 
generational trend that in itself suggests a degree of regime entrench-
ment and remoteness from certain segments of the electorate. Vladimir 
Zhirinovskii (born !\2V) and Gennadi Zyuganov (!\22) have led their 
respective parties for the entire post-Soviet period, while, A Just Russia, 
led by Federation Council speaker, Sergei Mironov (!\U3) is part of the 
same, post-War, Soviet-era elite. If United Russia’s leadership is added to 
this list, not in the form of Prime Minister, Vladimir Putin, but second 
in command and State Duma Chair, Boris Gryzlov (!\U4), then the po-
tential problem becomes clearer. " is paper explores themes of political 
stability, communication and mass-elite linkage thorough the prism of 
party leader engagement with new information technologies, ahead of 
the important /4!!/!/  federal electoral cycle in Russia. " e focus is on 
the e6 ectiveness of these four leaders in their web usage, applying com-
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parative methodology to analyse the content and functionality of their 
websites, but also the extent of their engagement with web blogging, to 
cross gender and generational divides and to communicate with a wider 
audience. As a relatively new political phenomenon, web blogging poses 
a number of methodological issues that this paper will also address, 
alongside an analysis of its use among these four leaders.
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limonov2012.ru

Tine Roesen, Aarhus University

In this paper, I intend to explore the “presidential campaign” website of 
Eduard Limonov (b. !\23) with a view to how this illustrious politician 
presents himself digitally.

On the background of his biography, the current campaign home-
page seems surprisingly uncontroversial and professional. Limonov was 
a writer-provocateur both in Soviet Russia and, a0 er his emigration to 
the US in !\W2, in the West. A0 er his return to post-Soviet Russia he 
continued to develop his image as breaker of taboos, sexual as well as all 
other, but now not only as a writer but also as an activist and politician. 
He joined Vladimir Zhirinovsky’s Liberal-Democratic Party (!\\/), 
went to the former Yugoslavia to support his Serbian brothers in their 
war, he founded the National Bolshevik Party (!\\2), propagandizing 
the resurrection of a Great Russian Empire, and he spent almost two 
years in prison (/44!–/443) for having illegally organised an armed 
group. A0 er the National Bolshevik Party was banned in Russia (/44U), 
Limonov joined the broad, if short-lived, oppositional group " e Other 
Russia (/44V), the beginning, it would seem, of his “normalisation.” In 
March /44\, Limonov launched his presidential campaign homepage.

In the !\\4es, Limonov stated that politics for him was a natu-
ral continuation of being a writer: “I serve Russia now, as I did then.” 
In that period, he was described on Misha Verbitsky’s fan homepage 
(imperium.lenin.ru/~verbit/Limonov, last updated !2.3.!\\W) as being 
mainly a writer, while his activities as journalist, poet, leader of Na-
tional Bolshevist Party and editor of the party journal Limonka were 
secondary. Now, judging by his o1  cial presidential campaign website, 
limonov/4!/.ru, Limonov is primarily presenting himself as a politi-
cian, consciously and wisely using new media tools to promote his seri-
ous cause.

" e site has a whole section, “Eduard everywhere”, of hyperlinks to 
his personal LiveJournal blog, his LiveJournal community profi le, his 
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profi le in Vkontakte, as well as videos on YouTube, RuTube and blogTV. 
I another corner we fi nd links to RSS and PDA feeds and even an em-
bedded media player. And crowning the page is the candidate’s personal 
e-mail address: limonov/4!/@gmail.com.

I will analyse the website’s convergent use of text and hypertext, its 
visual and verbal representations of Limonov, while also being on the 
lookout for traces of the former writer and propagator of aesthetic-po-
litical Gesamtkunst.
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Digital Diaspora: Social Media and Russian-Ukrainian 
Memory Wars

Ellen Rutten, University of Bergen

Both in Russia and Ukraine, political confl icts take the shape of heated 
debates about the recent past, and especially World War II and Soviet 
socialism. " ey do so particularly vigorously in digital media. Blog 
comments, social networking discussions, guestbook entries: in ‘Vir-
tual Russia’ and ‘Virtual Ukraine,’ even those discursive spaces not de-
voted to history or politics proper inevitably confront political themes.

In this talk*, I explore the geopolitical dynamics in which the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian online memory discourse unfurls. Scholars have repeat-
edly defi ned the contemporary public sphere as ‘diasporic’ or ‘trans-
national,’ rather than a realm that can be divided in neatly confi ned 
nation-states. Nationally defi ned identities blur especially in Ukrainian 
and Russian new media: its authors not only take us beyond the oral and 
written to novel, digital communities, but they do so while sharing a 
related past and (to some extent) language. " eir memory narratives in-
tertwine and compete in a ‘digital diaspora,’ where political opponents 
o0 en exchange replies in the same (Russian) language without know-
ing the other’s ob  ine (geographical, political, or linguistic) identity. 
How does the scattered, ‘diasporic’ nature of their online communica-
tion a6 ect notions of Ukraine or Russia as national communities? And 
how does it a6 ect processes of cultural commemoration, remembrance, 
and mourning? Existing scholarship on ‘digital diasporas’ (Brinkerho6  
/44\; Everett /44\) takes the concept literally and explores only expa-
triate communities. I revise this concept, expanding ‘digital diaspora’ 
to encompass all web users in Russia and Ukraine.

*) see panel description on page /2
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Natalia Sokolova, University of Samara
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Tatiana Teterevleva, University of Arkhangelsk
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The Language of Memory in Digital Ru.net Communities

Vera Zvereva, University of Bergen/RGGU, Moscow

Being a part of the Memory at War project, our panel* studies how mem-
ories of the Soviet past are constructed and shared, and how these mem-
ories are negotiated on the Ru.net and Ukr.net. " is paper is focused on 
the language of memory of the traumatic twentieth-century history in 
online communities (in Facebook, Vkontakte, and Livejournal).

Memories produced and shared in Internet groups are not stable. 
" ey are infl uenced by media agendas and vocabulary, shaped by priori-
ties of a certain community and pragmatic needs to struggle for one’s 
version of the past. Remembering of the past in on-line groups o0 en has 
certain aims, and is linked to current political and social issues. How-
ever, despite their pragmatic character and close interconnectedness to 
the political conjuncture, these memories become integral to personal 
experiences of community members and infl uence their identifi cations.

We are focusing on the procedural character of memory. Peoples’ 
recollections on the Internet are presented as verbal or/and visual texts; 
o0 en as narratives. Memories are textual: this is why a study of recol-
lections as well as of battles/negotiations about meanings of the past 
presupposes a research in language, its semantics and pragmatics. 

" is paper studies the language of memory in the broad sense: “the 
language” — “speech/textual behavior” — “memory narratives” — “com-
memorative discourse”. How do web-users talk about the past? How do 
they describe their experiences? What kinds of texts convey memories? 
What new features do memory texts acquire on the net? What does the 
interactivity give to group memories? — " ese questions are to be stud-
ied on the example of thematic online groups on the Ru.net.

*) see panel description on page /2
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Virtual Russia and Virtual Ukraine: Memory Wars and Digital 
Diasporas (panel)

Helene Dounaevsky, University of Corsica
Vera Zvereva, University of Bergen
Ellen Rutten, University of Bergen

In post-communist Eastern Europe, disruptions of politics, trade, and 
security collide with paroxysms of suspicion that take the unusual 
shape of heated debates about the traumatic moments of the twentieth 
century. A Memory War is raging in post-Soviet space, a cultural con-
fl ict that is increasingly leading states in the region to act against their 
own economic and political interests. Understanding this confl ict is the 
subject of a HERA Collaborative Research Project led by the University 
of Cambridge, Memory at War: Cultural Dynamics in Poland, Russia, 
and Ukraine (see www.memoryatwar.org for a project description and 
upcoming events).

For Memory at War, scholars at fi ve European universities scruti-
nize Eastern European memory wars from various angles. One of these 
universities is the Universitetet i Bergen, where Ellen Rutten and Vera 
Zvereva home in on its outlines in digital media for the project Web 
Wars: Digital Diasporas and the Language of Memory in Russia and 
Ukraine (www.web-wars.org). For this conference, they have teamed up 
with the Corsican media expert Helene Dounaevsky. Together, they ex-
plore Russian and Ukrainian new media, whose readers, as they will 
show, fi nd themselves embedded in a world of digital wars — a world 
where alternative histories thrive and multifarious memories compete 
for position. 


	Umschlag.pdf
	Abstracts3.5.pdf

