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Virtual Remembering
Johanna Dabhlin, Linképing University

This paper will discuss the internet as sites of memory, symbolic action
and interaction in relation to the Second World (or Great Patriotic) War.
The memory of the Second World War has a prominent place in public
discourse in contemporary Russia, and much of what is produced in
other contexts are also accessible online such as speeches, broadcasts
and newspaper stories.

In addition, there are materials unique to the internet which can
function as sites of memory. Examples include the data base OBD
(O6061eHHbIT 6aHK BaHHBIX, www.obd-memorial.ru) where informa-
tion and scanned documents on soldiers can be found, and memory
sites for institutions; for example, the politechnical university in St Pe-
tersburg has a book of memory dedicated to students and teachers who
died in the war.

Social networks are also sites where war memory features. They also
serve as extensions of groups based on face-to-face interaction as well
as virtual communities. For groups working with war memory, social
network forums such as vkontakte function as venues for discussion,
for sharing and commenting photos, for keeping in touch with former
members as well as for monitoring the activities of others with similar
interests and for presenting themselves to the world.

Social networks are also sites where symbolic action can be taken
and you can for instance attach a St George ribbon to your avatar as well
as your flesh-and-blood person.

Taking departure in my ethnographic fieldwork in St Petersburg,
this paper will discuss the interaction between commemorative prac-
tices in the corporal world and their extention into the virtual.



Forged Proofs, Real Hatred: The Place & Role of Fakes in
‘Memory Wars’

Helene Dounaevsky, University of Corsica

In this paper* I propose to explore one sort of documents intensively
used within internet discussions. These texts were created elsewhere
than in the internet but the internet actually did intensify their exploi-
tation. Despite they being used as the strongest and most truthful argu-
ments, these documents more often than not appear to be fake. Those
can be classified in two categories, the first one aiming to discredit the
adversary, the second managing to ennoble its own community and he-
roes. As an illustration of the first group, we shall call to mind the (in)
famous picture of massacred children, an icon of polish “martyrology”
(cf. the case of M. Dolinska). In this same group we can evoke the so-
called order of deportation of the whole Ukrainian population to Sibe-
ria (ITpuxa3 0078/42). A good example of the second category would be
The Memoirs of Dr Stella Kranzbach, which seems to be a mystification,
a product of the Ukrainian Diaspora. All these fakes are invitations to
think about the status of digital files itself, which appears to be quite
ambiguous, as within the virtual space borders tend to fade away be-
tween a true document and a fake one. A dramatic gap can be observed
between the official history and the pop-history popping up through on-
line discussions.

So, what is considered as a non-document within an academic con-
text is accepted as a document through a non-academic one, and ends
up being The document for internet users.

*) see panel description on page 24



Medvedev’s Blogging Bureaucrats: Official Models of
Identity and Community in the New Media Age

Michael Gorham, University of Florida

From the early days of his presidency, Dmitrii Medvedev has touted
himself as an internet-savvy president, and most of the independent
evidence suggests his reputation as Russia’s first Geek-in-Chief is fully
justified. Subsequent action on the President’s part has underscored
a deeper commitment to making new media technologies part of the
everyday toolbox of the Russian bureaucracy. Most notable are his own
video blog and Twitter feeds, launched in October 2008 and June 2010
respectively, together with his call to fellow civil servants, in January
2010, to start their own blogs as a means of enhancing the legitimacy
of state authority by making it more transparent, more open to public
scrutiny and critique.

Medvedev’s public justification for the moves, aside from their potent
symbolic embrace of his broader campaign for “modernization,” rests
invariably in the desire to foster what he has called “direct Internet de-
mocracy.” Both linguistically and generically, the blog and the micro-
blog have the makings of a more direct exchange of ideas between politi-
cal leaders and citizens, modes of communication, moreover, that prom-
ise to be less formal and off-putting than the complicated hierarchies
of discursive authority commonly associated with Russian bureaucratic
culture. At the same time, they carry the significant risk of undercutting,
rather than fortifying political power and legitimacy. In previous papers
I have discussed the generic, stylistic, and technical aspects of the presi-
dential Twitter feed. In this paper I turn my attention to the blogging
activities of leading government bureaucrats in order to help shed light
on the potential benefits and pitfalls of bureaucratic blogging as a new
medium for political communication.



Monutuueckoe (camo)obpasoBaHue B pyHeTe

Gasan Gusejnov, Centre of Research in the Humanities, RANKhiGS

[okmaz 6yfeT MOMBITKOI OTBETA Ha BOIIPOC, ToYeMy B Poccun He pas-
BUBAIOTCSI OHJIAMH-TIPOEKTHI B 0O/TACTY TIOTUTUIECKOTO 00pa30BaHM.
Ha mepBblit B3MJISAM, OTBET HA 9TOT BOIPOC JIEKUT HA TOBEPXHOCTIH.
IMonurnyeckoe (camo)obpasoBaHMe NMeeT CMbICI TN TaM, [1€ €CTh
ny6nuyHas DOMUTUKA. A TaM, I/je OHa 3aMeHeHa KOPIIOPaTUBHOI KBa-
3M-MOOUIBHOCTBIO C TIOMOIIbIO TICEBIOMAPTHIL, CaMa Ujesl TIOTUTIYIE-
CKOro 06pa3oBaHMsI KaXKeTCs HeJIeTolt.

OpnHaKo, eC/y ¢ 9TOTO ITOBEPXHOCTHOTO C/IOSI ITEPefTH Ha YPOBEHD
CTPYKTYPBI CETEBOTO ITOBELEHNS, TO MbI YBULUM, UTO IOTUTUIECKOMY
B MHTEpHeTE MeIIAeT CPa3y HeCKOMbKO GakTopoB. HekoTopbie 13 HUX
BOCXOHAT K 60Jee paHHeN Ky/IbTYPHOI TPAafguUI{Ny, SPyrie 0O bsICHs-
F0TCSI IIOSIB/IEHMEM HOBEMIIUX IPOAYKTOB TEXHOTEHHOTO IIPOMCXOXK/e-
Hus. B jokiane, B yacTHOCTH, 6y/IeT OKa3aHO, YTO IOMUTHYECKOE KAK
06/1acTh MPAKTUIECKOTO MHTEPECA YACTO BBITECHSIETCS, C ONHOI CTO-
POHBI, IPUHIUIINATIBHO BPXKAEOHBIM «peajy» UTPOBBIM JUCKYPCOM.
C mpyroit CTOpOHBI, IPUHIUIIMATBHOE OTTOPXKEHME TOMUTUKM Kak
«TPSI3HOTO Hela» MHAOKTPUHUPYET aKTUBHYIO 9acTh OOI[ecTBa B IyXe
HeJJOBEpsI BEYHOMY U Be3[ieCYIeMy «Imapy». AHanu3 ynorpebie-
HUS [JIATONa «IIMAPUTHCS» U €0 MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIMU TIPOU3BOSHBIMU
CBUJIETENBCTBYET, YTO Cepa MOMUTIIECKOTO K KOHIIe HY/IEBBIX TOLOB
MOYTH BCEI[ETIO 3aXBaUYeHA «T€OPUENT 3aTOBOPa».

Takum 06pa3soM, OTTOP)KEHME OT CaMOIl WIEU MONUTUIECKOTO
(camo0)oOpasoBaHMs OKa3aloCh POJIOBBIM IIPM3HAKOM pYHeTa, 00b-
SIBUBLIETO HACTOSINYIO BOJMHY cepbe3HOIl monuronorun. B mokmame
6yIyT nIpUBeeHbI IPUMEPHI IOMBITOK ABTOPA OPTaHM30BATh OHJIAITH-
3aHATUA CO CTYAEHTAMM Pa3HBIX KyPCOB U CIIELMANTbHOCTEN C UCIIONb-
3oBaHyeM mnaTdopm «Kusoro JKypHana» u eif mogo6HbBIX.



Blogging for the State? Russian Leaders and Their Use of
New Media Technologies

Natalia Moen, Norwegian Institute of International Affairs

How do political leaders approach the internet, the blogosphere and
other emerging media technologies? This question is becoming increas-
ingly relevant as politicians begin to realise the great potential of the
‘new media’ as a direct channel of dialogue with the wider society, in
particular the younger generation. While formal speeches, interviews
and publications in printed media tend to carry an explicit political
message, it is not clear how the same political leaders use their websites
and blog sites where the style is much less formal. Do leaders use the
internet as a sign of their modernity, using their website and blog sites
simply to replicate information from other sites or publications? More-
over, do leaders use the informality of the web primarily as a means of
self-promotion or do they use it to reinforce wider political agendas, in
particular those relevant to the younger media-savvy generation?

In the Russian case, President Dmitri Medvedev and Prime Minister
Putin have distinctive approaches to the internet, with Medvedev much
more active, although this has begun to change in recent months. Both
leaders do, however, have a web presence. This paper offers a chance to
compare leader strategies toward the internet by the ruling ‘tandem’ but
also the way they use it to communicate with the wider society. The lat-
ter is accomplished by focusing on one key ‘state’ issue that has emerged
in recent years in the Russian Federation, clearly visible in the formal
speeches of Putin and Medvedev and one that is of direct relevance to
the younger generation—Russia’s ‘demographic crisis’. Russia has ex-
perienced a significant population decrease over the course of the post-
Soviet period, forcing political leaders to give this issue serious atten-
tion. This not only requires sustained policy initiatives to counteract the
population decline, but also attitudinal changes among younger people
to ‘family values’ in order to boost population growth. By examining
the content of Medvedev and Putin’s internet usage regarding this key



state issue, it should become clear as to how high-level leaders view new
media technologies. Are they seen as essential channels of communica-
tion with younger internet users? Is new technology used primarily to
reinforce personal popularity or to forward larger state issues?



MamMsTb O COBETCKOM MPOLUIOM B POCCUACKOM
6norocoepe

Elena Morenkova-Perrier, Panthéon-Assas Paris 1l University

I Bapuars et nocie pasnaga Coserckoro Cowsa, HOMUTU3MPOBAaHHAS
4acThb POCCUIICKOTO OOI[ecTBA aKTUBHO OOCYXXHaeT yIIEHUIYIO SMO-
xy B VHTepHeTe (KakK ero Ha3bIBAIOT CAaMM POCCUIICKME MONb30BATE-
nu, PyHerte). EquHcTBeHHas cBOOOAHAA IIOLIafKa Ae6aToB Ha caMble
OCTpBIe ICTOPUYECKILe U TONUTUYECKIe TeMBI, VIHTepHET, 1 0COOEHHO
€ro MOMUTU3MPOBAHHAS YaCTh, CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAHHAS IJIABHBIM 00pa-
30M Ha mIaTdopme 6moroxoctuHka LiveJournal, mpencrasnsier coboit
YHMKAQJIbHBIM ONBIT HEePEeXMBAHMS IIPOLIIOTO TONM YacThi0 POCCHIL-
CKOTO HaceneHus1. SIBsasich Hanbomee aKTUBHOM M MOOM/IM30BAHHOI
cuyoit B PyHeTe, MOMOZIEKD IIBITACTCS CKOHCTPYVPOBATh CBOE BUIECHNE
OCHOBHBIX COOBITHII V1 [TepCOHAXKEN COBETCKOIT a110xu. PaccMarpuBast
PyHeT KaK IIOLIafKy [/Is1 BBIPXKeHUs Ufieil TPaskZaHCKOTo 061iecTBa,
COBpPEMEHHBII aHA/IOT COBETCKON KyxHU ([OpHBIIT, 2009) MBI IIOIBITA-
NVICh IPOAHANM3MPOBATh UCTOPUIECKIIT febaT B POCCUIICKUX Omorax.
Lle/bI0 TAHHOTO MCCIEZOBAHNSI SIB/ISAETCS aHAN3 OCHOBHBIX AKTOPOB
¥l TEHIeHIUI MCTOPUYECKOro febaTa B poccuitckoi 6rmorocdepe.
Hecmotpst Ha TO, 9TO «MCTOPUUECKUT» CerMeHT 6morocdepsr He-
CoM3MepUMO Masl B MacuiTabax Bcero PyHera, OH IpefcTaBiseT CO-
60J1 CHCTEMY CO CBOMMM JIMJepaMi, IIpaBUIaMy, KOLaMI IIOBefieHNU,
0cO6BIM sI3bIKOM U Hepapxueit. Hebonbioe 4nco «610rrepoB-Thicsd-
HVKOB», TU€POB MHEHMIT 6/10r0cepsl, Ibsi Ay AUTOPHSI MOXKET JOXO-
OUTH O HECKOMBKUX THICSY IIOCTOSIHHBIX YMTATENEN, OCYLIeCTBIIsIET
6onblIoe BIMsgHME Ha GOpMUPOBaHEe OCHOBHBIX PeIpe3eHTalit Co-
BeTcKoro npouuioro B ViHtepHere. ITosuimoHnpys cebst Kax HOCUTENN
«aJIbTEPHATUBHOI MUCTOPUM», TPOTUBOIIOCTABIIAEMOI UCTOPUN «TKMU-
BOID» 1 «panbcupuumpyemMmori», MOIObIe OIOITEPHI, SIBMISSACH UCTOPHU-
KaMy, IIYOMUIMCTAMY, XYPHANIVCTAMY, 3a/Jal0T TOH UCTOPUIECKOMY
mebary B VIHTepHeTe, pacpOCTpPaHsASI «IPABIUIbHOE» BUIEHIE U OTIPO-
Bepras «Mu¢sl», HAIlpaB/IeHHbIe Ha OYePHEHIe POCCUIICKON UCTOPUNL,



3almmas «CBeT/IYI0» MaMATh O TOM MM MHOM COOBITUM Yepe3 B3au-
MOCBsI3aHHbIe MHTepHeT-coob1ecTBa. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO «IIaTpHUO-
TBI» TOPA3[0 JIy9lle OPTaHM30BAHBI, YeM «PEBU3MOHVCTDI», [TTABHBIM
obpasoM 6narogapst akTMBHOMY yYacTUIO B fe6aTe U pa3BeTBICHHON
CHUCTeMe JPY>KeCTBEHHBIX COOOIECTB, X BUCHNE He SBISIETCS eH-
CTBEHHBIM B 6710r0OCdepe: «IaTpHOTHIeCKye» NHTEPIIPETALNN COBET-
CKOJl MICTOPUU TOCTOSTHHO KOHKYPUPYIOT C «PEBU3MOHUCTCKUMU» B
BUPTYa/IbHOI 9MY/IALMU OCTPOTO UCTOPUYUECKOTO CIIOPaA.

AHanus CTPyKTYpbl U CORep)KaHMs UCTOPUYECKOTro febara B poc-
CUIicKolt 6rmorocepe MO3BOMNI BBIABUTH TPY OCHOBHBIE TEHJCHITVIL.
Bo-IepBbIX, OTCYTCTBME KOHCEHCYCa II0 OCHOBHBIM BOIIPOCAM COBET-
CKOJl mcropuy, Habmozaemoe B VIHTepHeTe, SIB/ISETCS OTpaKeHHeM
HOZIOOHBIX IIPOLIECCOB B POCCUIICKOM 001iecTBe. Packon B oljeHKax co-
BETCKOIJI 9I0XY 0COOEHHO 3aMeTeH Ha IpuMepe OLIeHKY POIU CTaINH-
CKOIT 3I0XU B poccuitckoit ucropun. C 3Toit TOYKM 3peHust, 6roroc-
depa mpepcTaBseT cob0il OTpaskeHMe POCCUIICKOI HeICTBUTENBHO-
cTi. Bo-BTOpBIX, B KOHCTPYMpOBaHUM 06pa3a COBETCKOI MCTOPUM Ha
[ePBbIl IIAaH HOCTEIIEHHO BBIXORUT MOJIOKO€ ITOKOJIEHVE MCTOPUKOB
U IOyO6IMUINCTOB HNAaTPUOTUYECKON HAIPAaBIEHHOCTY, OCOOEHHO BJIM-
ATenbHOE B VIHTepHeTe, HO He OTpaHMYMBAIOLIeecs UM. B-TpeTbux,
VIHTepHeT-MOMOREXb [TOKA3bIBAET BCe OOMBIINIT ¥ OOMBLUINIT MHTEPEC
K COBETCKOJ ICTOpUN. B KOHTeKcTe HeloBepHsi K OpUIaTbHbIM TPaK-
TOBKaM TOTO WJIM MHOTO COOBITVS, BOCIIPMHUMAEMbBIX KakK «(banbcu-
¢dunmpoBaHHbIe», Monb3oBaTenu VHTepHeTa 06paljaloTcsa K IMOUCKY
«I1paBAVBON» MH(pOpMauuu B 61orax. B orcyTcTBIE MEpCOHATBHOTO
ombita xu3Hu B CCCP, Moofible y4acTHUKY COLMAIbHBIX CeTell BOC-
OPUUMYMBEL K UMPKYIMpyomyM B VIHTepHETe 06pa3aM COBETCKOTO
MPOILIJIOTO, a TaK)Xe K MudaM 11000it HalIpaBIeHHOCTH.

Taxum o6pasoM, ucTopmdeckuit gebar B PyHere, pasBopadnsa-
IOLINMIICST B HACTOsIIee BpeMsl, MOXKeT OBITh MHTEPIPETUPOBAH KaK
HOIBITKA IIEePEOCMBIC/ICHUs COBETCKON YVICTOPUY, MHUIMUPOBAHHASL
«CHY3Y», Hanbomee akKTUBHOII YaCThIO POCCUIICKOTO 0b1iecTBa. VIHTEp-
HET B 11eJIOM ¥ HOBBIE COLIMaTbHbIE MeAMa B YaCTHOCTY 06/1afatoT 60/b-
MM HOTEHIVAZIOM, YTOOBI ChHIIPAaTh Ba>XKHYI0 POJIb B 9TOM IIpoliecce.
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The National Politics of Domain Names: Russia and Ukraine
dealing with ICANN

Martin Paulsen, University of Bergen

The decision by the Internet Cooperation for Assigned Names and Num-
bers (ICANN) to allow for internationalised domain names (IDN) was
welcomed by the Russian government as an opportunity to strengthen
the presence of the Russian language on the Internet. Supported by both
Medvedev and Putin it was soon implemented in the administration of
the Russian part of Internet. Meanwhile, in Ukraine the same decision
sparked off heated debates about who actually controls the Ukrainian
segment of the Internet, resulting in legal disputes.

On the one hand this is a linguistic question, since it is related to the
use of Cyrillic script at the very core of the Internet address system. Ac-
cordingly, a comparison of the situations in the two countries should be
useful for pinpointing their approaches to language policy. On the other
hand it is a question of the administration of the Internet. Is the Internet
best understood through a national, international or global prism? In
the question of IDNs these two questions come together.

I will use this paper to discuss the lessons to be drawn from these
two cases (Russia and Ukraine) concerning both language policy and
national administration of the Internet.



HoBblie megua B noctcoBeTckom nonutuke: Wiki-
AEMOKpaTMS UM [OCTOBEPHOCTb

Oleg Reut, University of Petrozavodsk

MepuaTusanus, BUKM3aLUsA M TBUTTEPU3ALUA POCCUIICKON IONN-
TUKH, 3BOJIIOIIMOHHOE Pa3BUTHE HOBBIX Mefya M CBA3AHHOI ¢ HUMMU
CJIOXKHO OpraHM3yeMOil MHTEPAaKTMBHOM KOMMYHUKaluu GopMUPY-
10T Ka4eCTBEHHO VHbIe YCI0BMA QYHKIMOHMPOBAHNA IOMUTUIECKOTO
NIPOCTPAaHCTBA. B 3HauMTENbHON Mepe M3MEHAETCA MPOLEcC MPOU3-
BOZACTBA MOMUTUYECK 3HAYMMON MHPOpMALUY, TPaHCHOPMUPYIOTCS
OTHOLIEHNA MEXAY INpefCcTaBUTENAMU IMOMIUTUYECKOTO Kiacca, Iy-
OMMYHBIMY MHTEJIEKTYaTaMy, MeJiua 1 971eKTopaToM. YyBCTBUTENTBHO
OT/IMYHBIMU OT TPaJZUIMOHHBIX CTAHOBATCSA B3aMMOJIEICTBIUA BHYTPHU
MONIUTUKO-MEOUIHBIX NPOCTPAHCTB, MEXIY CPeNCTBaMM MacCOBOII
nHbopmanuu un ayguropueis, Mexxgy CMV, BracTHBIMU CTPYKTypa-
MU U OOILIeCTBEHHBIMY MHCTUTYTaMu. TpaHcHOpMUPYIOTCS KOHIIET-
TyalbHOE BOCHPUATHE JEeMOKPATUM 1 0O0CHOBaHME JOCTOBEPHOCTY B
BEeMOKpaTUYeCKUX MPaKTUKaX.

PaccmarprBaemble M3MeHeHMsI ObUTK IIpefonpe/eneHsl TpaHcdop-
Mallyeil IIOCTCOBETCKOIO MOIMTUYECKOTro IpocTpancTBa. CaMo Ipo-
67eMaTu3npoBaHye MOMUTUKM He SIBISIOCh HEM3MEHHBIM. B Hauame
[eBSHOCTBIX roffoB XX BeKa CTaja MpeflenbHO BOCTpebOBaHHOM 10-
numuka gakma. Ilpegnonaranocs, 4To GyHKIMUM NPodecCHOHaTbHBIX
MOJINTUKOB MOI'YT U JJa>Ke JO/DKHBI PefyLPOBaTbCA 10 BBIABICHUA U
apTUKYIMPOBAHN JOCTOBEPHBIX IOMUTUYeCKUX TpeboBaHuit. Co cTo-
POHBI 97IeKTOpaTa cHOPMIUPOBAICA YCTOMYMBBII 3aIIpoCc Ha 06s3aH-
HOCTb ITOTIUTUKY OTOX/ECTBIATHCS C 00ecredeHeM JOKa3aTeIbCTB U
000CHOBaHMIL, IPeJOCTAaB/ICHNEM ayTEHTUYHON U BanuaHoit nHpop-
Ma1yy. JJocTOBEPHOCTD OLleHMBAIACh IO CTENeHN (PaKT4ecKoro OT-
CYTCTBYMSI IPUBHOCUMOTO IOIUTUKAMU Cy6bekTVBM3Ma. [Tomyyanocs,
YTO TOJIBKO HeKMe Mjjea/IbHble UICTUHHOCTD, IIOAIMHHOCTD U IIPaBUJIb-
HOCTb MOTYT CYMMapHO $GOpMUPOBATDb JOCTOBEPHOCTD, & COOCTBEHHO
[POAYKT IIOMIUTUIECKON [IeSITENBHOCTH, TAKMM 00pa3oM, He HO/DKeH
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BbI3bIBATb COMHEHMIL.

YKasaHHBII 3aIIPOC Ha IIPeOCTaBIeHe MCKTIOUNTENbHO PaKTO/IO-
IMYECKOr0 MaTepuaga BO MHOTOM MOXET ObITb OOBSACHEH JKelaHMEM
POCCHSIH IO BO3MOXXHOCTH OBICTpee MPeooeTh LIeHHOCTHO-UAEO0TI0-
TMYeCKOoe IPOYTEeHME COBETCKON MIOMUTHYECKON Tpagulun. B ussecrt-
HOJT CTEIIEHN B 9TOM Havajia MPOSIB/ATHCS U JeMOKPATUYHOCTD 001ile-
HAIlIOHaJIbHOTO IOMUTUYIECKOTO Mporecca. [onuTudecknit pexmm
IPeIUCBHIBajI CKOpee He CO3M/jaHue HOBBIX peanuil U He KPUTUIECKOe
IepeOCMbIC/IeH)e BHYTPUIIONUTUYECKNX OOCTOATENbCTB, @ yCTpaHe-
HI€e TOC/IeACTBIUI 3aII034a/I0T0 BK/TIOYEHNSI B MOTHCTPUMOBCKIE TEH-
DeHIMK 10 GOPMUPOBAHUIO JEMOKPATUYHOTO OTHOIIEHUS K cdepe
0011IeCTBEHHBIX B3aMIMOJIEICTBUIL.

Co BpeMeHeM, OHAKO, CTajla CKIabIBaThCSI CUTYAL[UsL, TIPU KOTO-
POVt IOZ y>Ke IOYTH MOTHOCTDI0 MICTOHYMBIIMMCS CTI0eM IIPaKTU4eCKy
€MHCTBEHHO BO3MOXXHOTO BOCIIPUATHSI MOTUTUIECKOT MHDOPMALUA
BCE siCHee CTajla IPOCTYHaTh FOTOBHOCTb K PEHECCAHCY eCTeCTBEH-
HBIX OTPaHMYEHMI KaXXyIUXcs 0ecKOHeYHBIMY (PaKTONTOTMYECKOTOo
Y HOBOCTHOTO (HBIOCM3ITKEPCKOT0) MOTOKOB. BHOBb OBIIM MTOZHATHI
CYIL[eCTBOBABIIME 3a0/IT0 O IOSBIEHUS POCCUIICKON HOMUTUKA 2.0
BOIIPOCHI OTHOCUTEBHO KPUTEPUEB OTOOPA U CUCTEMATU3ALNY ULEi-
HO-I[eHHOCTHOTO MaTepuaJa, 4To caMo o cebe peycMaTpuBaer olje-
HOYHOCTDb BOCHPUSATHA.

BoctpeboBaHHOIT OKasbIBamach MOAUMUKA MHeHUll. BaXHOCTD
coOCTBeHHO (aKkTa YCTyIMIa MECTO HOCTYITHOCTM €ro aBTOPCKO-TIO-
UTUYECKO TPAKTOBKU. B IleHTp BHMMaHMS OOIeCTBEHHOCTI U Me-
Iova ObLIM ITOMEIEeHbl MOMUTUYECKIE MBICTUTENN U TOTUTUIECKIE
KOMMEHTATOpbL. VICKycCTBEHHOe cO3[aHMe IMOMUTIKO-U/e0Norye-
CKUX CUCTeM IIPEefICTABIIANIOCH YKe HEBO3MOXKHBIM, HO BCE OTYET/INBEE
CTaJIa IPOSB/IATHCS OIIOpPa Ha TPaJUI[MIOHHbIE MHCTUTYTHI M COLMAITb-
HO-IIO/IMTUYECKYI0 ITaCCHBHOCTb POCCUIICKOTO 3/IEKTOpaTa, OTKa3bl-
BAIOIIETOCS OT KPUTUYECKOTO OCBOEHMSI IMOUTUYECKOTO MaTepuana.
CdopmupoBaBuiasicst 1eMOOMNIN3ANMOHHASI CTPATETWS, «PEXKUM Pas-
OOlLeHMsI», KaK ¥ B IIeJIOM COCTOSIHME ITYTMHCKON HeIONMTU3ALINN,
CIOCOOCTBOBA/IM He TONBKO BBITECHEHMIO HA JUCKYPCUBHYIO IIEpu-
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¢depuio pazHOOOpasusa MOTUTUIECKUX NHTEPECOB, HO U MOJABIECHNIO
HOJI/IMHHON MONMUTUYECKOI CyObeKTHOCTI POCCUSH.

MepBeneBckasa TBUTTEPU3ALNsA MOMUTUKU CBUTETETbCTBYET O Ha-
YaJjie TPETHETO 3Tala, KOTOPIN YCIOBHO CTOUT ONPENENUTD KaK NoLu-
muky éepol. AOCOMIOTHAS 3aBUCUMOCTb OT KOHBIOHKTYPbI IIO/IUTIYe-
CKOTO PbIHKA U OT CIIOCOOHOCT peabHO BO3/eIICTBOBATb Ha MAaCCOBOE
CO3HaHMe ITOCPECTBOM II0MCKa aleKBaTHBIX €T0 YPOBHIO GOPM MHTep-
IpeTalyy MOCT-UEONOIMYeCKX 3aK/II0UeHNIT B3palBaeT KpaiiHue
¢dopmer onynusma. OH npuobpeTaer Cyrybo TeXHONTOTMYECKYIO Ha-
NIpaB/IEHHOCTbD, a ONIPeJE Aol BCE IE/IbI0 CTAHOBUTCS, B YaCTHOCTH,
MaHMIY/IATUBHOE BO3JEIICTBME Ha 3/IEKTOPAT 1A yAlep>KaHUA BIacT-
HOTO IIOJIOKEHUs CyOBEKTOB IOMUTUKY Ha OIPEIe/ICHHOM YpOBHE
JJIMTENBHOE BpEMs, a TAK)KE€ MAHUITY/LATUBHOE yIIPaBI€HME COLMAIIb-
HO-TIOIUTUYECKUMU IIpoleccaMi B 1ienioM. O4eBUIHO, YTO MOZOOHBIE
«MHHOBAaLIMM» CO3JAIOT YC/IOBUS, IPY KOTOPBIX IO/Ib30BaTeIbCKUI
KOHTEHT HOBBIX MeJJa MepecTaéT ObITh albTePHATUBHON MHpOpMa-
LjMeil, a arperupoBaHue U apTUKYIALNA HOMUTUYECKNX TPpeOOBaHMIT,
NIpUBAaTU3MPOBAHHbIE MHOXKECTBOM TE€KCTMIJIKEPOB U MHTEpPIpeTaTo-
POB, U3MEHSIOT CTPYKTYPY MacCOBOTO MeanoTpebIeHsl.

[Monurudecku sHauMMas MHGOpMALVA IpeBpallaeTcs B OAVH U3
3JIEMEHTOB HOBOIL, IUTUTA/IbHO OPTAaHM30BAHHOM MEIUIIHONM KYJIbTY-
pbl, 4TO, 6€3 COMHEHMII, CIIOCOOCTBYET KadeCTBEHHBIM M3MEHEHNAM B
crocobax pernpeseHTAl[MM U TPAHCIALNK 3HAHUIL, HOPM, LIeHHOCTeNl
u cucteM nenenonaranusa. CTpeMUTENIbHO Pa3MbIBAIOTCA ellé BYepa
KasaBIIMecs Ipefie/IbHO YETKMMM TPaHMIIBI BBIABIEHMS TAaKUX Ka-
4ecTB MHPOpMALNY, KaK BepupUIpPyeMOCTb, HEIIPOTUBOPEUNBOCTD,
[IOTHOTA, 3/T000HEBHOCTD U JOCTYIHOCTD. BripaboTka cBoeobpasHo-
ro MMMYHUTETA Ha JOCTOBEPHOE 3HaHNeE CIOCOOCTBYeT MpobieMaT-
3aluy OTHOLIEHUII HECOMHEHHON BEPHOCTU IPUBOAUMBIX CBEIEHUI
M BBIMBICJIOM WJIM XOTsI Obl HENOIMHHOCTBIO, IIPABOIOKOOHBIM U
NIpaKTUYeCK) HEBEPOATHBIM, a, BO3MOXHO, [Ja>Ke XOPOLIUM U IITIOXUM,
TOOPBIM U 37IBIM.

12



Old Dogs, New Tricks? Assessing the Effectiveness of Party
Leaders on the Political Internet

Sean P. Roberts, Norwegian Institute of International Affairs

In post-Yeltsin Russia, 2000-11, executive leadership has enjoyed some
success in developing the authority and persona of the President and,
more recently, Prime Minister, utilising the medium of television, but
increasingly the Internet too. This reflects the growing influence of the
Internet in Russia, which has experienced a reported 1,825 per cent in-
crease in use over the past decade. In February 2011, President Medve-
dev was awarded Runet’s ‘best blogger’ prize for his Twitter and Live-
Journal accounts and both the federal government and the presidential
administration remain at the cutting edge of communications devel-
opment. However, beyond the federal executive branch, the ability and
willingness of the political elite to engage with society, in particular the
younger generation, and to harness the potential of the Internet, is open
to question. This appears to be the case with Russia’s current parlia-
mentary parties (United Russia, A Just Russia, CPRF and LDPR) which,
from a theoretical perspective, should exist as ready-made organisation-
al solutions to the problems of mass-elite linkage. What is interesting is
that the leadership of these four parties shows a clear gender, but also
generational trend that in itself suggests a degree of regime entrench-
ment and remoteness from certain segments of the electorate. Vladimir
Zhirinovskii (born 1946) and Gennadi Zyuganov (1944) have led their
respective parties for the entire post-Soviet period, while, A Just Russia,
led by Federation Council speaker, Sergei Mironov (1953) is part of the
same, post-War, Soviet-era elite. If United Russia’s leadership is added to
this list, not in the form of Prime Minister, Vladimir Putin, but second
in command and State Duma Chair, Boris Gryzlov (1950), then the po-
tential problem becomes clearer. This paper explores themes of political
stability, communication and mass-elite linkage thorough the prism of
party leader engagement with new information technologies, ahead of
the important 2011/12 federal electoral cycle in Russia. The focus is on
the effectiveness of these four leaders in their web usage, applying com-
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parative methodology to analyse the content and functionality of their
websites, but also the extent of their engagement with web blogging, to
cross gender and generational divides and to communicate with a wider
audience. As a relatively new political phenomenon, web blogging poses
a number of methodological issues that this paper will also address,
alongside an analysis of its use among these four leaders.
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limonov2012.ru

Tine Roesen, Aarhus University

In this paper, I intend to explore the “presidential campaign” website of
Eduard Limonov (b. 19 43) with a view to how this illustrious politician
presents himself digitally.

On the background of his biography, the current campaign home-
page seems surprisingly uncontroversial and professional. Limonov was
a writer-provocateur both in Soviet Russia and, after his emigration to
the US in 1974, in the West. After his return to post-Soviet Russia he
continued to develop his image as breaker of taboos, sexual as well as all
other, but now not only as a writer but also as an activist and politician.
He joined Vladimir Zhirinovsky’s Liberal-Democratic Party (1992),
went to the former Yugoslavia to support his Serbian brothers in their
war, he founded the National Bolshevik Party (1994), propagandizing
the resurrection of a Great Russian Empire, and he spent almost two
years in prison (2001-2003) for having illegally organised an armed
group. After the National Bolshevik Party was banned in Russia (2005),
Limonov joined the broad, if short-lived, oppositional group The Other
Russia (2006), the beginning, it would seem, of his “normalisation.” In
March 2009, Limonov launched his presidential campaign homepage.

In the 1990es, Limonov stated that politics for him was a natu-
ral continuation of being a writer: “I serve Russia now, as I did then.”
In that period, he was described on Misha Verbitsky’s fan homepage
(imperium.lenin.ru/~verbit/Limonov, last updated 14.3.1997) as being
mainly a writer, while his activities as journalist, poet, leader of Na-
tional Bolshevist Party and editor of the party journal Limonka were
secondary. Now, judging by his official presidential campaign website,
limonov2o12.ru, Limonov is primarily presenting himself as a politi-
cian, consciously and wisely using new media tools to promote his seri-
ous cause.

The site has a whole section, “Eduard everywhere”, of hyperlinks to
his personal LiveJournal blog, his LiveJournal community profile, his
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profile in Vkontakte, as well as videos on YouTube, RuTube and blogT'V.
I another corner we find links to RSS and PDA feeds and even an em-
bedded media player. And crowning the page is the candidate’s personal
e-mail address: limonov2o12@gmail.com.

I will analyse the website’s convergent use of text and hypertext, its
visual and verbal representations of Limonov, while also being on the
lookout for traces of the former writer and propagator of aesthetic-po-
litical Gesamtkunst.
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Digital Diaspora: Social Media and Russian-Ukrainian
Memory Wars

Ellen Rutten, University of Bergen

Both in Russia and Ukraine, political conflicts take the shape of heated
debates about the recent past, and especially World War II and Soviet
socialism. They do so particularly vigorously in digital media. Blog
comments, social networking discussions, guestbook entries: in ‘Vir-
tual Russia’ and “Virtual Ukraine,” even those discursive spaces not de-
voted to history or politics proper inevitably confront political themes.

In this talk*, I explore the geopolitical dynamics in which the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian online memory discourse unfurls. Scholars have repeat-
edly defined the contemporary public sphere as ‘diasporic’ or ‘trans-
national,’ rather than a realm that can be divided in neatly confined
nation-states. Nationally defined identities blur especially in Ukrainian
and Russian new media: its authors not only take us beyond the oral and
written to novel, digital communities, but they do so while sharing a
related past and (to some extent) language. Their memory narratives in-
tertwine and compete in a ‘digital diaspora,” where political opponents
often exchange replies in the same (Russian) language without know-
ing the other’s offline (geographical, political, or linguistic) identity.
How does the scattered, ‘diasporic’ nature of their online communica-
tion affect notions of Ukraine or Russia as national communities? And
how does it affect processes of cultural commemoration, remembrance,
and mourning? Existing scholarship on ‘digital diasporas’ (Brinkerhoff
2009; Everett 2009) takes the concept literally and explores only expa-
triate communities. I revise this concept, expanding ‘digital diaspora’
to encompass all web users in Russia and Ukraine.

*) see panel description on page 24
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SecondRussia, UM NoAMTUUECKME UTPbl B BUPTYalbHbIX
MrpOBbIX MMpaXx

Natalia Sokolova, University of Samara

B moxmaze aHaMM3MpyeTCs MOMUTUYIECKOe U3MepeHe pa3BleKaTeNb-
HBIX IUPpOoBLIX Meana B Poccun. ObpalieHne K 9Toit TeMe CBA3aHO €
MOVM OCHOBHBIM Hay4YHBIMU MHTEpecoM: TpaHCPOopMaLusa NONYIAp-
HOJI Ky/IbTYPBl B KOHTEKCTE Pa3BUTNA HOBBIX Mefla, MaccoBas Kpea-
TUBHOCTD online, mapTucumaropHas Ky/IbTypa.

OMIMPUYECKMM MaTepuanoM [isd aHaau3a BBICTYMAOT OTede-
CTBEHHBbIe KOMIIBIOTEpPHBIE U OHJIATHOBbIE UTPHI. BhIpakeHne «Imonu-
TUYECKNe UTPhI» B JOK/ajie MIMeeT IBOJIHOe 3HaueHMe: s pacCMaTpu-
BAI0 1 UTPBI, MOIUTUYECKIE TI0 TeMaTHKe, U MICIIONIb30BaHMe UTP B TI0-
TUTUYECKMX LeliAX. B kadecTBe case studies BhICTyIaIOT «poccUiicKkme
TeppuTopum» BupTyanbHoro mupa Second Life m TpancMenuitHbIM
mpoekT S.T.A.LK.E.R ( 6asupyercst Ha cepuyt KOMIIBIOTEPHBIX UTP U
BKJIIOYaeT MHOXKECTBO JpyTuX Menua-¢popmaros). VX BbIOOp OCHOBaH
Ha TOM, 4YTO 1) 06a IpoeKTa ABJAITCA Hanbomee xapakTepHbIMu (e-
HOMEHaMU HOBBIX MeJjua; 2). IPOEKTHI ellle He SABIAIOTCS ITOTHOCTDIO
KOMMepIMany3UPOBAHHBIMI U BKJIIOUEHHBIMM B MEMHCTPUM Macco-
BOJI KY/IBTYPHI, YTO IO3BOMAET IPOCEINTb OTHOLIEHNE K IOMUTUKE
Ha «HM30BOM» YPOBHe; 3) 006a IIpOEKTa TeMaTUIeCKy OTCBIIAIOT Hac K
BBIMBIIIJIEHHBIM MMpPaM, IpeAaraoyM MHOXeCTBO BO3MOXKHOCTeN!
LI BOOOpaXkeHU s ¥ IPOUTPBIBAHUS abTEPHATUB; 4). HECMOTPS Ha
CX0XecTb, mpoeKkThl umetor pasmuuns (S.T.A.L.K.E.R B cpaBHeHUn ¢
Second Life cBA3aH ¢ mpeplIecTByIoLIell, YKOPEHEHHOI B COBETCKOI
KYJIbType, TpafuLyell U XapaKTepusyeTcsi OecrpelieleHTHOI Macco-
BOI1 aKTMBHOCTBIO M KPEaTMBHOCTbIO), YTO TI03BOJIAET BBECTH B MCCIIE-
TOBaHMe CPABHUTEIbHYIO IEPCIIeKTHBY.

Kax mokasan aHamu3 (M TeKCTya/IbHBIII aHA/IU3 UTP, U aHAIU3 CTIO-
KUBIINXCA BOKPYT HUX KY/IbTYPHBIX IPaKTUK), PacIpoCTpaHeHHOE
yTBepXKJeHNe O TOM, YTO BUPTyaIbHOE NHTEPHET-IPOCTPAHCTBO SIB-
JSIeTCA JIOKYCOM JeMOKPATM3alyA IMOMUTUIECKON KU3HM, IPeACTaB-
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JISIeTCs CIMIIKOM ONTMMUCTUYHBIM. PasyMmeeTcs, OHIaiHOBbIE UTPO-
BbIe MUPBI CBA3aHbI C Pa3BledeHUEeM M UX CBA3b C IOMUTUKOI SABISA-
eTcs1 KocBeHHOM. OffHaKO, BO-IIEPBBIX, ayAUTOPUs pa3BlIeKaTeTbHbIX
Meya TPafiMLIMOHHO VICIIONb3YeTCA B IIe/NAX IOTUTIYECKOTO0 MaHU-
NyIMpPOBaHUA, &, CJIeJOBATe/IbHO, MOXET BBICTYIATh U TeppUTOpMell
compoTuBieHns. Bo-BTopbIX, BbIMbIIIeHHble MUpbl Second Life u
S.T.A.L.K.E.Ra m03BO/NAIOT 9KCIIePUMEHTUPOBATD, CO3aBaTb HOBbIE
(BupTYyanbHBIE) peaTbHOCTM, IPOUTPBIBATH ajIbTepPHATUBHbIE CIjeHa-
puM 0OLeCTBEHHOM XUSHY, apTUKYIUPOBATh (IIOIMTHYECKNE) HTe-
Pechl; 9TU IPOEKTHI IPEfCTABIAIOT TAK)XXe HEKOTOPbIe HCTPYMEHTHI
mas akTyanusanyy narepecos offline. OxHako 3TV BOSMOXXHOCTH CTa-
60 peanusymTCs; COLMaAbHO (TeM 60Jee MOMUTUYECKN) OPUEHTUPO-
BaHHas1 aKTUBHOCTb U KPEaTMBHOCTD C/1ab0 IIPefCTaBICHDl B JaHHBIX
IPOEKTaX, OHM BOCIHPOU3BOJAT IIEHHOCTY «OTLIOBCKOV» (oduumanb-
HOJI) KYJIBTYPBbL, 3[leCh BbIpa>keHa HOCTAJ/IbIUs 110 COBETCKOMY BpeMe-
HY ¥ IpoY. AHaNIM3 JaHHBIX IIPOEKTOB, KaK NPeACTaB/IACTCS, TO3BO-
JI5IeT TOBOPUTD O TeH/EHIMI BBITECHEH S MTyOIMYHOTO IPOCTPAHCTBA
B ¢daHTasMaTuM4ecKue BUPTYa/JbHble MUPBI, YTO CBUMETENBCTBYET O
IPOTMBOPEYNBOM B3aMMOOTHOIIEHNY HOBBIX Meya M ITOTUTUKMU B
coBpeMeHHoIT Poccun.
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NcToprueckas NonMTUKa B BUPTyasibHOM MPOCTPAHCTBE
(coBpemeHHol Poccun): npobnembl penpeseHTauum n
WHTepnpeTaLum NpoLuioro

Tatiana Teterevleva, University of Arkhangelsk

[TonsaTue «ucTopyyeckas NHONMUTUKA» MOABUIOCH B HAYYHOM 00MXOfie
POCCHMIICKMX MCCIEN0BATENEN OTHOCUTEIBHO HEJJABHO KaK OTPa’keHue
HOBBIX peasnnii IOCTCOBETCKOTO COIMOKYIbTYPHOrO IMpocTpancTBa. C
OJJHOJI CTOPOHBI, 9TO sABJIEH)E TECHO CBA3aHO C TAKUM JaBHO U3BECT-
HBIM ¥ HeM30€)XXHBIM SIBIIeHIEM, KaK IMOMUTU3ALNS UCTOPUM, KOTOpPas
B IIOC/IefiHee BPeMsI CTAHOBUTCSI OCOOEHHO aKTya/lbHOI B CBA3K C TEM,
YTO B YCJIOBMAX OTCYTCTBMA peasibHON MonmuTuku B Poccum nmonmmru-
YecKasA XKM3HDb HEPENKO CMEIAETCA B CMMBONINYECKOE MIPOCTPAHCTBO
— B I107Ie NONUTUKY TaMATH. OfHaKO ecTb U oTnn4uA. VictTopudeckas
MIOJIUTMKA IPeJIIoIaraeT JOBOJIbHO aKTMBHOE BMELIATEIbCTBO B TPaK-
TOBKY MICTOPMYECKVX peannii CO CTOPOHBI IOMUTUKY, IPENCTABIAA,
TaKUM 00pa3oM, pe3y/IbTaT CO3HATe/IbHOI U IjeJieHallpaBIeHHOl IO0-
JINTUYECKON VHXXEHEPUN.

Cam ¢eHOMeH MCTOPMYECKON MOMUTUKYM Ha IIOCT-COBETCKOM
U— IV Ppe—IOCTCOUNATNCTUUECKOM IPOCTPAHCTBE B HAcTOsAIee Bpe-
M JOBOIBHO MHTEHCUBHO U3y4YaeTcs. TeM He MeHee, BO3MOXXHOCTHU
u crnenyuduka eé peannsanyuy B BUPTYaTbHOM NPOCTPAHCTBE—TeMa
[OCTATOYHO HOBas B JICCIIE[OBATeIbCKOM IIaHe. ITO OOYCIOBIEHO
caMMMM OCOOEHHOCTSMM HOBBIX MeANa, U IPeX/e BCero: 1) MHTepak-
TUBHOCTDIO, IIPelyCMaTPUBAIOILENl He TONBKO KOMMYECTBEHHOE pac-
HIVpeHye BO3MOXHOCTeN AMAaIora MeXXAy NpodeccroHaTaMM, HO U
KavyeCTBeHHbIe M3MEHEHUA B AMAJIore MEeXJY NpodecCHOHaTbHBIMU
UCTOPUKAMIU/TIOIUTUKAMYU W «JUIETAHTAMMU»; 2) TUIEPTEKCTyasb-
HOCTbIO, KOTOpas NPeAyCMaTpUBAeT BO3MOXXHOCTb IPOJBIKEHMA B
npefienax UCTOPUYECKOTO HappaTMBa MHOXKECTBEHHBIMM M 3a4acTYIO
HEIpeNCKasyeMbIMM MapIIPyTaMMI.

VimenHo VIHTepHET-pecypchl IO MCTOpUM BCE 4Yallle CTaHOBATCA
IJIs1 MACCOBOTO YMTaTe/ A IVIABHBIM MCTOYHMKOM 3HAaHMII O IIPOLILIOM,
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IpUHUMas Ha cebs pelIalolylo polb B GOPMUPOBAHMM MAacCOBOTO
MICTOpUYeCcKOoro co3HaHuA. [Ipu aToM ucTopus npeppaiaeTcsa B OAMH
U3 37IeMEHTOB HOBOI MeJIMITHON Ky/IbTYpPbl, 4YTO OOyCIaBIMBaeT Ka-
JeCTBEHHbIE U3MEHEHNs, IPEX/e BCero, B CI0CobaxX perpeseHTalun
VICTOPMYECKOTO 3HaHMsA U crienmduke ero MHTeprperanuu. Axafe-
mudeckas «the good history» 6e3HaféxHO IpourpsIBaeT MeuaTU3N-
pOBaHHOIT «exciting history», a cpefu MeXaHM3MOB pelpe3eHTaLUU
IPOIIIOTO Ha IIePBBIN ITaH BBIXOJAT TaKle, Kak: pa3BIeKaTelbHOCTD,
CKaHfanM3anysa, KOHPIUKTU3aLus, aKLjeHT Ha HapylLIeHNsIX HOPM U
T.I.. B 1[e7I0M Xe «MeAUITHOCTb» MCTOPUM MTPeBpAIaeT YNTATENS B «3a-
BIUCUMOTO OT KOHTEHTa» IIOTPeOUTeNsA MCTOPUIECKOT MHPOPMALINHL,
BKYCBI 11 3aIIPOChI KOTOPOTO OTPa’Kal0T IIepBble CTPAHMI[bI pe3y/IbTa-
TOB JIHTepHeT-nIOMCKAa.

IIpu y4éte MOJOOHBIX IPOTUBOPEUNBBIX OOCTOSITENBCTB, OCOOBII
MHTepecC MpeACTaB/IsieT BOIPOC O TOM, KaKMM MMEHHO 00pa3oM pea-
NM3yeTcsa B 9TON cepe BO3MOXKHOCTb MHIOKTPUHALNY OIpefenéH-
HBIX U U OIIpefeléHHOro obpasa MpOLTOro (M OTpaHUYEeHNUs UX
pacnpocTpaHeHus)?

OO6111en3BeCTHO, YTO B COBPEMEHHOM PYCCKOA3BIYHOM VIHTepHeTe
CYIeCTByeT OTPOMHOE KOIMYeCTBO Pa3HOrO Pofia PeCcypcoB IO UCTO-
pun. VIx MOXHO KmaccuuuupoBaTh MO Pa3IMYHbIM KPUTEPUIM: TI0
XPOHOJIOTMYECKUM PaMKaM, IPefiCTaBIeHHOMY PeTMOHY, TeMaTuke. B
POCCUIICKOM CeTeBOM IPOCTPAHCTBE IIPE/ICTaBIeHbl BCe NATb OCHOB-
HBIX )KQHPOB MUCTOPUYECKUX Beb-CaliTOB: 1) NOCBALIEHHbIE MyOIMKa-
IV Y CUCTEeMAaTU3alMy IIePBUYHBIX ICTOYHUKOB (6a3bl JaHHBIX, etc.);
2) my6nMKyoLye BTOPUIHbIE NCTOYHUKY (HAYYHYIO U MyOIUINCTH-
YeCKyI0 JIUTEePATyPy IO UCTOPUY; KNHOZOKYMEHTAMUCTUKY U [APyrue
ay[1o-BU3yaTbHBIe MaTepuasbl, etc.); 3) 0Opa3oBaTeNbHbIE PECYPChI;
4) DVICKYCCHOHHBIE IUIOIafiky (OpMeHTMpPOBaHHbIE Ha OH-JIANH Jiua-
JI0T); 5) OpraHM3AI[MOHHbIE CATHI (HpencTaBsne NHGOPMALUIO
00 NCTOPUIECKOM COOOBIIECTBE).

B moxnape, mpuBiekas MaTepuanbl Ha3BaHHBIX TPYIII U >KaHPOB
VIHTepHeT-pecypcoB MO MCTOPUM, IIPefIONaraeTcs pacCMOTPeTh Me-
XaHU3MBI IIPSMOTO ¥ KOCBEHHOTO IMOTMUTUYECKOTO BO3HEICTBUS Ha
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CIIOCOOBI pelpeseHTal My ¥ MHTepuperanuyu mpouutoro. I[Ipu atom
Cpasy crefiyeT OrOBOPUTbHCA, YTO BONPOC O HaJIMYMM HEKOW efMHON
IpOJlyMaHHOJI CTpaTeruu B 3Toi cpepe B coBpeMeHHOI Poccun ocra-
éTcs OTKPBITHIM. IloKa MOXHO JHMIIb KOHCTaTMPOBATh, YTO B/IACTH
HIpeANpUHMMAET aKTUBHbIE IOMBITKY HANTU HEKMIT 00 beVMHSIIOMINIA
00111eCTBO KOHIIENT OTEYeCTBEHHOI MCTOPUM, M ITU IIOMCKU COBep-
IMIEHHO OYeBMIHO BENYTCA B HAIpaB/IeHUN JAep>KaBHO-MMIIEPCKOI
HapagurMbl.
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The Language of Memory in Digital Ru.net Communities
Vera Zvereva, University of Bergen/RGGU, Moscow

Beinga part of the Memory at War project, our panel* studies how mem-
ories of the Soviet past are constructed and shared, and how these mem-
ories are negotiated on the Ru.net and Ukr.net. This paper is focused on
the language of memory of the traumatic twentieth-century history in
online communities (in Facebook, Vkontakte, and Livejournal).

Memories produced and shared in Internet groups are not stable.
They are influenced by media agendas and vocabulary, shaped by priori-
ties of a certain community and pragmatic needs to struggle for one’s
version of the past. Remembering of the past in on-line groups often has
certain aims, and is linked to current political and social issues. How-
ever, despite their pragmatic character and close interconnectedness to
the political conjuncture, these memories become integral to personal
experiences of community members and influence their identifications.

We are focusing on the procedural character of memory. Peoples’
recollections on the Internet are presented as verbal or/and visual texts;
often as narratives. Memories are textual: this is why a study of recol-
lections as well as of battles/negotiations about meanings of the past
presupposes a research in language, its semantics and pragmatics.

This paper studies the language of memory in the broad sense: “the
language” —“speech/textual behavior” —“memory narratives”—“com-
memorative discourse”. How do web-users talk about the past? How do
they describe their experiences? What kinds of texts convey memories?
What new features do memory texts acquire on the net? What does the
interactivity give to group memories?—These questions are to be stud-
ied on the example of thematic online groups on the Ru.net.

*) see panel description on page 24
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Virtual Russia and Virtual Ukraine: Memory Wars and Digital
Diasporas (panel)

Helene Dounaevsky, University of Corsica
Vera Zvereva, University of Bergen

Ellen Rutten, University of Bergen

In post-communist Eastern Europe, disruptions of politics, trade, and
security collide with paroxysms of suspicion that take the unusual
shape of heated debates about the traumatic moments of the twentieth
century. A Memory War is raging in post-Soviet space, a cultural con-
flict that is increasingly leading states in the region to act against their
own economic and political interests. Understanding this conflict is the
subject of a HERA Collaborative Research Project led by the University
of Cambridge, Memory at War: Cultural Dynamics in Poland, Russia,
and Ukraine (see www.memoryatwar.org for a project description and
upcoming events).

For Memory at War, scholars at five European universities scruti-
nize Eastern European memory wars from various angles. One of these
universities is the Universitetet i Bergen, where Ellen Rutten and Vera
Zvereva home in on its outlines in digital media for the project Web
Wars: Digital Diasporas and the Language of Memory in Russia and
Ukraine (www.web-wars.org). For this conference, they have teamed up
with the Corsican media expert Helene Dounaevsky. Together, they ex-
plore Russian and Ukrainian new media, whose readers, as they will
show, find themselves embedded in a world of digital wars—a world
where alternative histories thrive and multifarious memories compete
for position.
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