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We have two sessions devoted to the Cistercians in this workshop, and none to the other religious orders. This is ! rst 

of all a result of the state of research: the Cisterican manuscripts are recognisable in a way that other manuscripts are 

not. In his work on the Scandinavian fragments Michael Gullick has made a note of fragments with " ex punctuation 

(punctus ! exus ), which looks like a seven and point, and may indicate a Cistercian (or Carthusian) origin. The material 

presented in this folder is that from Norway.

The Cistercian order had its origin in Citeaux (Cistercium), south of Dijon, shortly before 1100, and aimed at a stricter 

observance of St. Benedict’s Rule. The order is connected with simplicity, agriculture, and a tendency to choose de-

serted places for their monasteries. They did, however, require books, and according to the Consuetudines (Dijon ms 

114) a daughterhouse should have a missal, a rule (regula), an ordinal, a psalter, a hymnal, a prayer-book, a lection-

ary, an antiphoner, and a gradual available before the move took place (cf. Guignard 1878, 253). The order spread 

rapidly across Europe (cf. map on the last page of the lea" et).

The Cistercians came to Sweden in 1143, to Denmark in 1144 and to Norway in 1146. According to the Exordium Mag-

num St. Bernard sent brothers at the request of Queen Ulfhild of Sweden, and the monks, who set out from Clairvaux, 

founded the twin abbeys of Alvastra and Nydala in 1143. Three other houses were founded in Sweden before 1164. 

The establishment of the order also went quickly in Denmark: Between 1144 and 1194 ten Cistercian monasteries 

were founded. The ! rst Danish Cistercians came from Citeaux itself and settled in Herrevad in Skåne (present day 

Sweden). Monks from Clairvaux came to Esrum in 1151.  

The Norwegian Cistercian foundations in the 1140s, Lyse south of Bergen (1146) and Hovedøy by Oslo (1147) did not 

come from France, but from England (Fountains and Kirkstead). Two other houses existed in Norway, Munkeby (in the 

twelfth century) and Tautra (founded from Lyse in 1207), both in the Trondheim area.  

Want to read more about Cistercians in Scandinavia before the session?

See James France: The Cistercians in Scandinavia (1992)

Norwegian fragments in Oslo, Riksarkivet, with ! ex punctuation

Lat. fragm. 17, 1-4                ill. 11-12 Exordium magnum (not reg.) Gudbrandsdalen 1629-30, 1628-
29, Kristiania 1629

Lat. fragm. 31 (1)                   ill. 5-6 (not reg.) Hedmark 1620

Lat. fragm. 52, 1-2                 ill. 3-4 Auctores: Robertus de Tumbalena Stavanger

Lat. fragm. 306, 1-4              ill. 9-10 (not reg.) Hedmark 1643-44

Lat. fragm. 780, 1-10            ill. 13-15 (not reg.) Bergen

Lat. fragm. 802                       no ill. Br 33 (not monastic) Nordhordland og Søndhordland

Lat. fragm. 1044 (1)                ill. 7-8 (not reg.) Nordland?

Box 46, 6, 1-2                         ill. 1-2 (not reg.) Bergen 1629
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Ill. 1: Oslo, NRA, Box 46, 6
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Ill. 2: Oslo, NRA, Box 46, 6
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Ill. 3: Oslo, NRA, Lat. fragm. 52, 1r
Robertus de Tumbalena: Expositio super Cantica canticorum

Ill. 4: Lat. fragm. 52, 1v
Robertus de Tumbalena, Expositio super Cantica canticorum
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Ill. 5: Oslo, NRA, Lat. fragm. 31

Ill. 6: Oslo, NRA, Lat. fragm. 31
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Ill. 7: Oslo, NRA, Lat. fragm. 1044. Lectionary
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Ill. 8: Oslo, NRA, Lat. fragm. 1044. Lectionary
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Ill. 9: Oslo, NRA, Lat. fragm. 306, 1-4
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Ill. 10: Oslo, NRA, Lat. fragm. 306, 1-4
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Ill. 11 (this page)-12 (next page): 
Oslo, NRA, Lat. fragm. 17: 
Exordium magnum ordinis Cister-
ciensis  (Conrad of Eberbach)

The end of distinctio tertia and the 
beginning of distinctio quarta (“Fuit 
in coenobio Claraevallis monachus 
quidam”)
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Ill. 12: Oslo, NRA, Lat. fragm. 17
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Ill. 13: Oslo, NRA, Lat. fragm. 780. Lectionary
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Ill. 14: Oslo, NRA, Lat. fragm. 780. Lectionary
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Ill. 15: Oslo, NRA, Lat. fragm. 780 (det. in 1:1, cf ill. 13).
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Map from Terryl Kinder: Cistercian Europe. Architecture of Contemplation (2002).


