Development from below: Empowering the poor

Responsible institution:
Norwegian School of Economics and Business Administration (NHH)

Discipline:
Economics

Course Leaders:
Bertil Tungodden, Professor, NHH
Kjetil Bjorvatn, Professor, NHH

Invited Course Leaders:

Jakob Svensson, Professor of Development Economics, Institute for International
Economic Studies, Stockholm University

Ottar Meestad, Senior Researcher, Christian Michelsen Institute (CMI)

Magnus Hatlebakk, Senior Researcher, Christian Michelsen Institute (CMI)

Course Description, Goals and Objectives:

The ambition of the course is to offer an introduction to recent work in development
economics focusing on the micro-foundations for economic development. In
particular, this research seeks to shed light on the role of micro-level institutions for
poverty reduction, and how to empower the poor by improving these institutions.
Important sources of empowerment include improved access to information, human
capital, financial capital and social capital. The course covers both theoretical and
empirical approaches. A key element of the course will be to introduce the students
to ongoing research projects conducted by the course leaders.

The course consists of lectures, group work, seminars and a paper.

Development from below: An introduction (KB and BT)

Microfinance: Past successes and future challenges (KB)

Group saving to empower women: The case of Roscas in the slums of Kenya
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4. Rural credit and power in Nepal (MH)

5. Business training and microfinance in Tanzania (BT)

6. Improving educational services for the poor (JS)

7. Improving health services for the poor | (JS)
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Prerequisites:
Candidates are expected to have basic training in economic theory and
econometrics.

Proficiency in the English language is required.

Target Candidates:
The course is primarily targeted for PhD students and junior faculty. MA level
students will be accepted depending on space and academic qualifications.

Work required:
At the final day of the BSRS, participants of the course will make a report on what
they have learned and present it in plenary.

ECTS:
10 ECTS granted for approved course performance (full course attendance, course
readings and approved essay)
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