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General Theme and Objectives of the Course

The course explores and critically analyses the ways in which emergent
discourses around climate change, adaptation and mitigation are being
framed by dominant actors. It presents a dialogue between critical poverty
and development studies which question the economistic, scientistic and
technocratic nature of dominant poverty knowledge with an understanding
of environmental challenges and climate change from the perspective of their
human dimensions. This dialogue includes attending to critical ethical
perspectives in all of these fields, questions of responsibility, equity and
solidarity and epistemology. The course also engages in questions related to
complexity and uncertainty and presents alternative policy framings for
actions that may differ from more usual managerial and technocratic
dominant perspectives. The course thus aims to introduce a more
comprehensive understanding of how climate change is linked to social and
economic development pathways, including the ways that individuals and
communities perceive themselves in relation to one another and the world
around them.

Pedagogical Approach

The course will use a decentralized pedagogical approach, with de-centered
lectures and a focus on collaborative learning. Students are expected to read
thoroughly no more than two texts for each of the lectures, yet they are
expected to be active participants at all times in the course. In particular, each
session will be led by designated students. Also, students are expected to
produce “think pieces’ for each session. The assignment is to write a short,



unedited reaction to the reading assigned. These pieces can be 1 sentence, 1
paragraph or 1 page. These think pieces will become part of the lectures and
our activities for that day. Last, students are expected to present the main
ideas for their final paper, and all participants in the course, course leaders as
well as students are expected to be active peer reviewers of such
presentations. The overall goal of this course is to foment creative thinking
around the question of climate change and its relations to poverty. This
pedagogical approach and further details about the courses” practicalities will
be presented in the first lecture.

Prerequisites and ECTS

ECTS will be awarded upon successful participation and completion of the
course. Students will be awarded 10 ECTS if they present an essay by the due
date, 15 August 2009, if they have attended to all the elements forming the
BSRS program. This includes mandatory attendance to all the lectures, class
presentations, and mandatory attendance to all the plenary events of the
overall program of the Bergen Summer Research School (see program 2009
and practicalities web pages). All the course information is posted in “‘My
Space’. Students must make sure that they have prepared an abstract
outlining the theme for the final paper they wish to build for this course
before we start the last week of June. This preliminary abstract can then be
developed, changed and evolved as the course advances. It is just a point of
departure.

Lectures Schedule and Titles

Lecture 1: ‘Introduction to Critical Global Poverty Studies’ (23 June 14:00-
16:00) Introduction of course participants; Introduction to the course and
pedagogical approach

Lecturers: Asuncion Lera St. Clair and Victoria Lawson.
Readings:
Davis, Mike, Late Victorian Holocaust (2002), Preface & Chapter 1.

Escobar, Arturo. Encountering Development (1995) Chapters 1 &2
Princeton Academic Press.

St.Clair, Asuncion. et al, Global Poverty and Climate Change: "The
Responsibility to Protect"



Lecture 2: “The Science of Climate Change’ (24 June 9:00-11:00)

Lecturer: Helge Drange

Readings:

IPCC, 2007: Summary for Policymakers. In: Climate Change 2007: The
Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Fourth
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
[Solomon, S., D. Qin, M. Manning, Z. Chen, M. Marquis, K.B. Averyt,
M.Tignor and H.L. Miller (eds.)]. Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York, NY, USA.

Scientific Expert Group on Climate Change (SEG), 2007: Confronting
Climate Change: Avoiding the Unmanageable and Managing the Unavoidable
[Rosina M. Bierbaum, John P. Holdren, Michael C. MacCracken,
Richard H. Moss, and Peter H. Raven (eds.)]. Report prepared for the
United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development. Sigma Xi,
Research Triangle Park, NC, and the United Nations Foundation,
Washington, DC, 144 pp.

Lecture 3: ‘Critical Global Poverty Studies and Climate Change’ (25 June
14:00-16:00).

Lecturer: Victoria Lawson

Readings:

Harvey, D.The new Imperialism (2003) Oxford University Press. Chapter 4,
‘Accumulation by Dispossession’.

Lawson, V. et al. (2008). Building Economies fréime Bottom-UpSocial
and Cultural Geography.

Watts, Michael J and G. Bohle, (1993)Rrogress in Human Geography,
‘The Space of Vulnerability: the causal structuréenger and famine’

Lecture 4: ‘Ditching the Development Parading: The Lessons from Nepal’
(26 June 14:00-16:00)

Lecturer: Michael Thompson

Readings:



Thompson, M., ‘Development and Climate Change in the Himalayan
Region’.
Lecture 5: ‘Transnational Methodology’ (29 June 14:00-16:00): Lecturer:

Victoria Lawson.

Readings:

Hart, Gillian “Denaturalizing Dispossession: Critical Ethnography in
the Age of Resurgent Imperialism”, Gillian Hart

Lawson, V., ‘Presidential Address, Geographies of Care and
Responsibility’.

Roy, A. ‘Paradigms of Propertied Citizenship’.

(Simon Caney will have a session with students 29" June (11:30 to13:00) His plenary
Lecture Climate Change and Human rights (30 June 9:00-11:00) is an intrinsic part
of the course).

Lecture 6: “Complexity and Sustainability: challenges for Integrated
Assessment’ (30 June 14:00-16:00)

Lecturer: Mario Giampietro.

Readings:

Giampietro, M. et al (2005) ‘Integrated assessment and energy analysis:
Quality assurance in multi-criteria analysis of sustainability”’

Giampietro, M et al. (2007) in Ecological Complexity Vol. 3 issue 4. The
epistemological predicament associated with purposive quantitative
analysis.

Lecture 7: ‘'How To Make Development and Climate Change Policies
Clumsy’ (1 July 9:00-11:00)

Lecturer: Michael Thompson

Readings:

Verweij, Marco (2007) “Is the Kyoto Protocol merely irrelevant, or
positively harmful, for the efforts to curb climate change?” In Marco
Verweij and Michael Thompson (eds) Clumsy Solutions for a Complex
World, Basingstoke. Palgrave.

Lecture 8: ‘Double Exposure: Are we creating a Context for Disaster’ (1 July
11:30-13:00)



Lecturer: Karen O’Brien.

Readings:

O'Brien, Karen and Leichenko, Robin M. (2000), “Double Exposure:
Assessing the Impacts of Climate Change within the Context of
Economic Globalization. Chapters 2 & 3

Lecture 9: ‘Creative and Feasible Reframing of the Relations between
Climate Change and Poverty: The Responsibility to Protect’ (2 July 9:00-
11:00)

Lecturer: Asuncion Lera St. Clair.

Readings:
‘The Framing of Climate Change: Why it Matters’.

Karen O'Brien, St.Clair A, Kristoffersen B, (forthcoming in Climate
Change, Ethics and Human Security, Edited by O'Brien & St. Clair &
Krsitoffersen , Cambridge University Press).

The required reading for each lecture will be accessible on-line
using the studentportal. Go to “File Storage”.
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O’Brien, Karen et al, (2008) More than Rain: Identifying Sustainable Pathways
for Adaption to Climate Change and Poverty Reduction, Report for the
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