
Faculty of Psychology – PhD obligatory course 
 
Preparing an abstract and a short paper related to the PhD project. 
 
Based on a summary of the candidates’ own research proposals, theoretical 
and empirical challenges related to the candidates’ projects will be discussed 
during the course. The aim is that the course will help the candidates identify 
and clarify philosophical, ethical, and methodological issues of importance 
within their own PhD projects. 
 
Each candidate shall submit an abstract of his/her project description and a 
short paper identifying important questions related to the project which can 
be discussed during seminars and group work.  
 
The abstract and short paper should be sent to helen.green@psyfa.uib.no by 
April 13th, 2012 (note: please send the abstract and short paper in separate 
documents, preferably pdf, and mark them with your name and type of 
document – e.g. “Abstract Ola Nordmann”). The abstracts and short papers 
will be circulated among lecturers and course participants.  
 
The abstract (max 500 words) should be a short summary of the project 
description. 
 
In the short paper (max 1000 words), the candidates are recommended to 
address questions related to theoretical or empirical dilemmas in their project 
and which they are likely to discuss in their thesis. These questions may be of 
a philosophical, ethical or methodological nature. Below are some examples 
of questions the candidates may want to discuss: 
 

• What kind of premises (normative, paradigmatical, empirical, social 
and/or historical) are explicit/implicit in the research field in general, or 
in the specific research questions asked? 

• How is the relationship between phenomena and methods reflected in 
the project?  

• What alternative theoretical explanations may be suggested? 
• Is there a risk of empirical tautologies? Why? 
• How are reliability and validity going to be dealt with? 
• How are ethical issues dealt with? 
• Does the research design adequately address the research questions? 

Why? 
• What are the reasons behind choice of analytical techniques? 
• How are co-authors selected? 
• How can the results be disseminated to important target groups? 

 
 
Upon completion of the course, the candidates are also required to submit a 
longer paper (10-15 pages) where one or more theoretical issues relating to 
the candidate’s own project is critically discussed. See a separate description 
of the requirements for this paper.  
 


