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Abstract: In this paper, I will talk about (i) the devising and divisive nature of inscription in the 
interdisciplinary study of music and (ii) corresponding practices of separation and inseparation in regard to 
musics, bodies, and material semiotics.  
 
To do this, I will gather together thoughts about: multiplicities and ‘the body’ from Annemarie Mol/John Law 
and Margaret Lock/Judith Farquhar; the politics of aesthetics, sensing and perceiving from Jacques Rancière, and 
Vilayanur Ramachandran/William Hirstein; beyond-the-human anthropology from Donna Haraway and 
Eduardo Cohn; and inscription and science from Tim Ingold, Bruno Latour/Steve Woolgar and Alfonso 
Lingis. 
 
As a consequence, I will encourage: 
opening up the distributed nature of devising involved in inscription practices 
openly consider multiplicities of inscription where it is done in linked practices 
an openness to a recognition of ontological difference in the studying of music practices.  
 
Recommended reading: 
 
Law, J, (2011). What’s wrong with a One-World World”, Paper presented at the Center for the 
Humanities, Wesleyan University, 19th Sept 2011, available from:  
www.heterogeneities.net/publications/Law2011WhatsWrongWithAOneWorldWorld.pdf 
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