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Abstract

The Apidima project is a five-year research program of archaeological and geological investigations
at the homonymous complex of five caves (A to E) in Mani, Peloponnese. A first phase of research at
the site in the 1970’s and 1980’s brought to light important palaeoanthropological and
archaeological finds, including two crania from Cave A and a partial skeleton (presumably from a
burial) from Cave C. Recent re-analysis of the crania (Harvati et al. 2019 in the journal Nature) gave
unexpected results for cranium AAO1, for it attributes it to an early Homo sapiens, and not a
Neandertal as it was thought earlier. A direct radiometric date of 210 ka BP indicates that AAO1
represents the oldest anatomically modern human specimen in Eurasia —essentially, about 150,000
years older than the oldest Homo sapiens known so far in Europe. The Apidima project aims at two
main objectives: 1) to evaluate and re-address the research questions that emerged from the earlier
work, with an archaeological methodology based on cutting-edge excavation techniques, and 2) to
elucidate new research questions arising from the recent re-analysis and direct dating of the known
palaeoanthropological material. The 2023 research campaign opened, for the first time after the
1970s/1980’s, new excavation units in Caves B and C, and conducted extensive topographic
documentation and geological sampling at all five caves. The works of 2023 brought to light
significant new finds, which set a solid basis for assessing old questions (such as the antiquity of
human activities at each of the caves), and re-address novel questions based on our new findings
(such as the presence of the earliest Homo sapiens in Europe), thereby shedding new light on this
very important site.
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