
 

 

       DIGSSCORE-seminar  

Note on lunch seminars: At each meeting we will have a 40-minute presentation of something relevant to the users of the DIGSSCORE facility. 

The person responsible for each session is free to choose the content of their session.  They are asked to inform coordinator Erla Løvseth 

about their choice one week in advance.  

You may subscribe or unsubscribe to the weekly email by sending a request to erla.lovseth@uib.no 

 

 

The challenge from terrorism in Nordic 

countries 

 

Dag Arne Christensen and Sveinung Arnesen, researchers 
at Uni Research (NORCE) will present their new project. 

 

 

This project will examine democratic resilience in the Nordic 

democracies. In several respects, the Nordic countries stand out from 

the rest of the western democracies. Traditionally, they have been 

small states with a homogenous population, geographically placed on 

the fringe of the European continent. The post WWII-era has been 

characterized by a durable consensus over values such as equality 

and a strong state-supported social safety net. No other region has 

typified the universal welfare state more distinctly than the Nordic 

countries. Nowhere else are residents more trustful than in these 

countries. This combination of trustfulness and consensus has allowed 

the Nordic states to embrace democracy and civil liberties even in the 

face of terrorism. Whereas President Bush after 9/11 declared war on 

terror, the Norwegian Prime Minister Stoltenberg after the 2011 

terrorist attacks declared that the response would be more openness 

and more democracy. 

 

The purpose of the proposed project is to study the sources of 

compliance with farreaching anti-terror measures among Nordic 

citizens. We hypothesize that how far the citizens are willing to let the 

authorities go depends upon their trust in institutions, their subjective 

risk perception of future terrorist attacks, and which groups are being 

targeted with the measures. 
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