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INTPART -support for CCBIO -Harvard project  
 

CCBIO applied for 4,5 million NOK over 3 years and has now been 

granted INTPART - funding from the Norwegian Research Council (RCN) 

and the Norwegian Centre for International Cooperation in Education 

(SIU).  

 

SIU and RCN received 47 eligible applica-

tions. The CCBIO -Harvard project is one of 

19 which will be supported.  

 

The project ñBergen -Harvard Cancer Stu-

dies: A Partnership for Excellent Education 

and Research ò, aims through a coopera-

tion between CCBIO and two world class 

departments from the Harvard Medical 

School and Harvard Kennedy School, to establish a long term partnership where 

excellent education is to be fully embedded in excellent research.  

 

Existing and new courses from CCBIO Research School will be developed to  

include lecturers from Harvard. All courses will be launched also on the Master 

level, ensuring full integration of students from the Medical Student Research 

Program and other Master level students.  

 

Read more here.  
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Coming CCBIO 
events: 

¶ 26. October, Det Norske 
Vitenskap -Akademi  
Meeting, Helsepriorite-
ringer i fremtiden . 

¶ 4. -6. November, 
CCBIO904: Biomarkers 
and Tumor Biology in 
Clinical Practice  

¶ 26. November, next  
Junior Scientist  
Symposium  

¶ 26. November,  
CCBIO Seminar, Patrick 
Schöffski  

¶ 14. December, CCBIO 
Seminar, Jarle Breivik  

Directorõs comments 
Congratulations to CCBIOôs Donald Gullberg for chairing the successful 

CAFFEIN EU Network Meeting in Bergen (October 22 -23). Keynote speaker 

professor Raghu Kalluri held an impressive frontline presentation focusing 

on the different and opposite roles of cancer associated fibroblasts, fol-

lowed by CCBIOôs professor Arne Ïstman. This weekôs CCBIO Seminar was 

an integrated part of the meeting, and Dr. Eric Sahai from «The Crick»  

presented his recent findings in a very stimulating way. The program was 

excellent, with poster presentations included.  

 

Good news: CCBIO has received funding from the INTPART program (The 

Research Council of Norway). This will increase the contact between CCBIO 

and strong research groups at Harvard.  

 

Reminders: On Monday October 26, The Norwegian Academy of Science 

and Letters is hosting a meeting in Bergen (Litteraturhuset) on future 

health priorities. The meeting will be chaired by Marion Solheim.  

CCBIO904 on November 4 -6 is highly recommended.  

The next CCBIO Junior Scientist Symposium will be held November 26th.  

 

To those participating at Forskningsdagene 2015.  

You all did a great job!  

Please also take a look at «The House of CCBIO» at  

the end of this CCBIO Newsletter. Thanks to all of you.  

 
Best regards, Lars A. Akslen, Director          

Editor: Eli Vidhammer  eli.vidhammer@uib.no  
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The cancer cell Greedy Frieda 
thrilled young researchers to -be 

Excited children and adults crowded the Rese-

arch Fair when researchers at the Center for 

Cancer Biomarkers (CCBIO) performed a play 

about the cancer cell Greedy Frieda.  

How can a cancer cell manipulate other cells and 

the immune system in the body, and how can it be 

stopped? Excited children got to take part in the 

fight against cancer in an interactive play about the 

cancer cell Greedy Frieda. They got to be workers 

at the cancer cell's construction site, the body's 

own police cells, and young researchers in the labo-

ratory.  

 

"We wanted to create something that would both 

be exciting and educational for the children", says 

Post Doc  Agnete Engelsen  at  CCBIO.  
 

Read more here.  

Well attended conference on  
tumor stroma  

CAFFEIN (Cancer Associated Fibroblast  

function in tumor cell Expansion and Inva-

sion), a Marie Curie network funded by the EU 

FP7 program, held an international conference 

at UiB with the theme "The tumor stroma ð 

friend or foe?"October 22 - 23.  

 

Several CCBIO PIs contributed with talks, see the 

program here . CCBIO PI Professor Donald Gullberg 

was coordinator of the conference in Bergen, and is 

pleased with the turnout. He highlights the keynote 

address which was given by Prof. Raghu Kalluri, 

(MD Anderson Cancer Centre, Houston) who 

discussed the importance of the tumor stroma of 

pancreatic cancer. Trials by his laboratory  shows 

that tumor stroma in pancreatic cancer has a pro-

tective effect on the spread of cancer, and great 

care must be taken when developing drugs against 

the tumor stroma.  

 

Another highlighted talk was held by Erik Sahai, 

Francis Crick Institute, London who showed the re-

sults of trials with melanoma cells  where the tumor 

stroma contributes to chemo - resistance.  

 

We look forward to the next CAFFEIN event.  

 

NCMM re -appoints CCBIO PIs 
Lars A. Akslen and Helga 
Salvesen as Associate Investi-
gators 
Following an open call announced in the 

spring and with deadline in September,  

applications for the status as NCMM Associate 

Investigators affiliated with NCMM and the 

Nordic EMBL Partnership in Molecular 

Medicine have now been evaluated by a  

Selection Committee.  

 

See NCMM press release 

here . 
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