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Paper outline 

1.  Conflicting views at the Cancun conference 
2.  Corpus and methods 
3.  Results 
4.  Concluding remarks 
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COP16 in Cancun 
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Narratives and counter-narratives 
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Corpus – Cancun narratives by Solheim and 
Solón 
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UAM CORPUS TOOL 

6 



"TO STAND ALONE" 
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Solón 
• Bolivia may have been 

the only country to speak 
out against these 
failures, but several 
negotiators told us 
privately that they 
support us. 

Solheim 
•  But now Bolivia stands alone. Pablo 

Solón reminds us that consensus is 
needed in the UN. It is as if one of 
your neighbours were to turn up at 
the general meeting of the housing 
cooperative and insist that the 
balconies should be painted green, 
even though everyone else wants 
them to be grey. Ms Espinosa has 
the patience of a goddess […]. 



ADVERSATIVES - SOLON 
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We were accused of 
being obstructionist, 
obstinate and 
unrealistic. Yet in truth 
we did not feel alone, 
nor are we offended by 
the attacks. 
 



Adversative verbs 

• Many commentators have called the Cancún 
accord a "step in the right direction." We 
disagree: it is a giant step backward. (Solón) 

• The proposed Cancun text would take us a big 
step forwards. (Solheim) 
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ADVERSATIVES - SOLHEIM 

10 

[…] Cuba, Nicaragua and 
Saudi Arabia give the same 
response. This is the same 
group that blocked the 
Copenhagen agreement.  
But now Bolivia stands 
alone. Pablo Solón reminds 
us that consensus is needed 
in the UN.  


