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Abstract 
In the US and elsewhere, self-styled reformers have focused on "disrupting" public education with 
strategies borrowed from the market, including expanding charter schools (publicly funded but 
independent of local school boards), to compete with traditional public schools, and holding teachers 
accountable for students' test results. But the evidence doesn't support this marketdriven approach, and 
the remarkable success of a number of districts in adopting a continuous improvement model, indicates 
that public education isn't broken. 
 
David L. Kirp is a professor of the graduate school at the University of California, Berkeley, a member of the 
National Academy of Education, a contributing writer to the New York Times Sunday Review and a senior 
scholar at the Learning Policy Institute. In his seventeen books and hundreds of articles, he has written 
about a wide range of social policy issues; his primary focus is education and youth policy from cradle to 
college and career.  
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