
Co-production of climate adaptation research 
Program and practical information 

PhD/Master’s course 20-25 Oct. 2019 

 

 

A five-day intensive course on co-producing 

transdisciplinary climate adaptation research. 

Designed in collaboration between 

researchers and policy-makers from 

Hordaland County Council, the University of 

Bergen, the University of Leeds, NORCE 

Climate, the NORADAPT Centre, Centre for 

Climate and Energy Transformation (CET) and 

the Norwegian Centre for Climate services.  

These institutions sponsor this course.

 

Objectives of the course: 

This course aims to: 

(i) expose participants working on climate adaptation (from natural, social or 
humanities sciences) to ideas of transdisciplinary climate knowledge co-
production;  

(ii) help participants reflect on and relate these ideas to their own research - 
how their own climate research could connect with other disciplines; and  

(iii) support participants in collaboratively designing a climate adaptation 
research project for review by their peers.  

This translates into the following three learning outcomes for participants: 

a) Designing and carrying out transdisciplinary climate research according to a co-
production framework, including working with stakeholders 

b) Developing research proposals along with a peer group 
c) Presenting their research ideas to a group of peers and experts, and peer 

reviewing others’ research proposals. 

Structure of the course 

Prior to the course, participants will be provided with a comprehensive and compulsory 
reading list. Drawing from this reading list, the course work will be split between 
multidisciplinary lectures, focusing on what ‘transdisciplinarity’ and ‘co-production’ 
means for climate researchers, interspaced with group work by the participants. See 
the list of instructors/lecturers below. 



Participants will be assigned to four groups of five people, from diverse disciplinary 
backgrounds. On the first day each group will be assigned a climate adaptation issue 
by local municipalities, and they will work with a municipal practitioner over the five 
days to co-produce a five-page transdisciplinary research project proposal related to 
this issue. For example, one group will work with projected increased flooding of the 
Vosso River in Voss, under various climate projections, and the adaptation options for 
the local township. Each group will be supported by a mentor from the group of 
instructors and can draw on the rest of the instructor group as resources.  

On the final day, groups will present their proposal for review by the other participants 
and the instructors. This course is therefore designed explicitly according to the tenets 
of transdisciplinary work, particularly that participants are open to ‘extended peer 
review’ across disciplines, and the open sharing of ideas. 

In addition to reading the reading list in advance of the course, participants will 
have three main tasks over the week-long course: 

1.     For individual participants to reflect on how the ideas in the course could relate 
to their own research and discuss this in their groups. Following each lecture 
participants will be asked to reflect and write down the implications for their work. 

2.     To collaboratively design and present a climate adaptation research proposal on 
a local issue drawing on concepts of transdisciplinarity and co-production. 

3.    To peer review the research project ideas of other groups. 

There is no essay or other work to be completed following the course. 

Successful completion of the readings, and active participation in the three tasks 
above will earn participants 4 ECTS (study points) from the University of Bergen. 

The instructors: lecturing and mentoring groups  

Erik Kolstad (NORCE); https://uni.no/en/staff/directory/erik-wilhelm-kolstad/  
Scott Bremer (University of Bergen); https://www.uib.no/en/persons/Scott.Bremer  
Marta Bruno Soares (University of Leeds); 
https://environment.leeds.ac.uk/see/staff/1182/dr-marta-bruno-soares  
Anita Verpe Dyrrdal (NCCS); https://www.met.no/ansatte/anita-verpe-dyrrdal  
 
+ more to be confirmed  

Schedule 20.-25. October 

Sun. 20th:  Evening arrival and assigned to groups; Icebreaker events 

Mon. 21st:  Morning lecture; Introduced to municipalities’ adaptation issues; 
Afternoon lecture 

https://uni.no/en/staff/directory/erik-wilhelm-kolstad/
https://www.uib.no/en/persons/Scott.Bremer
https://environment.leeds.ac.uk/see/staff/1182/dr-marta-bruno-soares
https://www.met.no/ansatte/anita-verpe-dyrrdal


Tue. 22nd:  Morning lecture; Group work on proposals; Afternoon lecture 

Wed. 23rd:  Morning lecture; Tour of Voss adaptation challenges; Afternoon lecture 

Thur. 24th:  Morning lecture; Group work and submission of proposals 

Fri 25th:  Presenting proposals for peer review; Submission of proposal 
evaluations, and goodbyes. 

Travel and cost information 

Accommodation and food at the venue will be paid for by the course’s sponsors but 
travel to the venue will be at the participants’ own expense. We may also be able to 
cover the travel costs for selected disadvantaged students, where this is justified. Note 
that most students will be sharing rooms with up to three other students, as there is a 
limited number of single rooms at the venue. 

The best option to reach the venue is to take the train from Bergen. It leaves at 12:57 
and arrives at Ljosanbotn at 15:17 on the Sunday 20th October. It is also possible to 
arrive by train from Oslo, although that takes longer. Connecting with the morning train 
from Oslo to Bergen (which probably leaves at 08.25), there is a local train leaving from 
Myrdal at 15:40 and arriving at Ljosanbotn at 15:53. Going back on the Friday, the train 
leaves for Bergen at 15:53 (there is also one leaving at 20:47), and the train towards 
Myrdal and Oslo leaves at 15:17. 

Participants will be given additional information closer to the time, such as where and 
when to meet to travel to the venue as a group. 

Organizers 

Erik Kolstad, NORCE Climate, Bjerknes Centre for Climate Research and Centre for 
Climate and Energy Transformation (CET), University of Bergen 
(erik.kolstad@uib.no) and Scott Bremer, Centre for the Study of the Sciences and the 
Humanities (SVT), University of Bergen (scott.bremer@uib.no) 

 

mailto:erik.kolstad@uib.no
mailto:scott.bremer@uib.no

