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Dates: 31st of January and 1st of February (10:00-15:00) 

Around the world, geological and meteorological hazards are occurring with increasing 

frequency and severity, and with increasingly devastating impacts. Recognition that 

capabilities and relationships required to reduce risk need to be developed has prompted 

research into all-hazards and cross cultural DRR models. In addition, work is increasingly 

exploring the unique opportunities for developing sustained adaptive capacities that arise 

from understanding how diverse cultural beliefs, values and practices contribute to DRR 

strategies, including those from Indigenous populations. In this workshop, we explore the 

opportunities multicultural societies afford for developing DRR capabilities and 

relationships, the challenges that hinder our accessing these opportunities, and pathways 

that could be pursued to unlock individual and collective capabilities and capacities. 

Transformative pathways capable of shifting consciousness and capabilities including 

Indigenous knowledges and practices, art and nature will be discussed. 

 

PhD candidates can gain 1 ECT by participating at the seminar. 

Registration by e-mail to maria.luttges@uib.no 

Deadline for registration: 22nd of January 2018 

 

Dr Petra T Buergelt is a social scientist who lectures and researches at Charles Darwin 

University, School of Psychological and Clinical Sciences. She is also the Deputy Chair of 

the Group of Energy Efficient Researchers (GEER, Australia), a research fellow at the 

Joint Centre for Disaster Research (Massey University, NZ), and an international associate 

at the Centre for Applied Cross-Cultural Research (Victoria University, NZ). 

Her research interest is human adaptation and transformation. She is specialising 

employing qualitative research to gain a holistic and in-depth understanding of the 

individual and contextual/environmental (historical, natural/build, interpersonal, social, 

cultural, spiritual, economic, political) factors and processes that empower humans and 

communities effectively managing and even thriving in the face of change, uncertainty, risk 

and adversity. 
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