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Knowledge Clusters
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• Art history
• Comparative literature
• Philology
• Archaeology
• The study of religions
• History
• Geology
• Botany
• Music

The Medieval Research Cluster

UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN

Bergen approx. 1320. www.Arkikon.no



Partners in the Medieval Research Cluster: 

• Bergen Municipality
• Hordaland County Council
• Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage
• Directorate of Cultural Heritage
• Western Norway University of Applied 

Science
• Bergen City Museum
• Museum West
• University of Bergen

Who are we?
UNIVERSITETET I BERGEN

Work group

Stearing board

Cluster-
administration



«Co-locating»
• Foto: Tomoyoshi Noguchi
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Common arena: The town of Bergen and Western Norway
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City walk

Consert
Public debate



Sagastad -

UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN

PAGE 7



UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN



• Lectures by different 
scholars – open to the
public

UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN



UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN

Oldedalen in Nordfjord



• Coastline littered with 
thousands of islands, 
islets and reefs.

• Protected the coastal 
sailing route – the 
Norðvegr. 
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https://www.utemagasinet.no/magasin/padleperler



North Way

Norðvegr
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The Northern Way



Norðvegr
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Norðvegr
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The five manors belonging to 
King Harald Fairhair (c. 850-
930)
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King Harald Fairhair

Harald and his army searched the islands and outlying skerries, pursued 
the Vikings that camped there, and drove them over the sea to the west 
‒ all the way to the Irish Sea.



• 700-800: high-level political 
agents along the coast – the 
Sea Kings
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• The king and his men 
travelled around in the 
kingdom in order to keep 
the power

• No geographical defined 
centrum in this kingdom 
and no permanent capital 
for the governing men
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King Harald Fairhair



• They travelled between 
the different royal 
manors
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Development of sailing ships
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• Was King Alrek an early
King at this manor?

Alrekstad
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Archaeological excavations at Alrekstad
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Cooking pit (Foto: S. Diinhof)https://www.hordaland.no/nn-NO/nyheitsarkiv/2016/nye-funn-pa-historisk-grunn-i-bergen



• Viking Age Burial mound
at Alrekstad

Alrekstad
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• Founded Bergen in 
1070

• The owner of Alrekstad
in the 11th century

King Olav Kyrre
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• King Øystein Magnusson 
(1102-23) moved the royal 
residence from Alrekstad to 
Bergenhus
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Alrekstad
• Royal farm and residence (Viking Age)

• Donated to Munkeliv Monastery (1277)

• Transferred to Vincent Lunge (16th century)
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Årstad / Alrekstad
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Årstad / Alrekstad
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Thanks for your
attention 


