
Keynote speakers 

Julia Brannen is Professor of Sociology of the Family, Thomas Coram Research  
Unit, UCL Institute of Education, London and an academician of the Academy of  
Social Science. She has an international and national reputation for research on the 
family lives of parents, children and young people and work-family issues in Britain  
and Europe, intergenerational relationships and food in families. She has a particular 
interest in methodology including mixed methods, biographical approaches and  
comparative research. Recent books include: The Handbook of Social Research 
Methods (Sage 2008) Work, Family and Organisations in Transition: A European  
Perspective (Policy 2009), Transitions to Parenthood in Europe: A comparative life  
course perspective (Policy 2012). Fathers and Sons: Generations, Families 
and Migration (Palgrave 2015). Food, Families and Work (Bloomsbury 2016). 
 
Sarah Irwin is Professor of Sociology at the University of Leeds. Her research 
interests relate to family, parenting, education, youth transitions and socio-economic 
inequalities, and the reproduction of such inequalities across generations. She is also 
interested in lay perspectives on inequality. She is Director of the Centre for 
Research on Families, the Life Course and Generations (FLaG) at the University of 
Leeds. Recent publications include Irwin S, 'Lay Perceptions of Inequality and Social 
Structure', Sociology 2016 DOI: 10.1177/0038038516661264; Irwin S, 'Class and 
comparison: Subjective social location and lay experiences of constraint and 
mobility', British Journal of Sociology, 66.2 (2015), 259-281; Irwin S, Elley S, 'Parents' 
hopes and expectations for their children's future ccupations', Sociological Review, 
61.1 (2013), 111-130 
 
Martin Kohli is Emeritus Professor of Sociology at the European University Institute 
(EUI, Florence) and Distinguished Bremen Professor at the Bremen International 
Graduate School of Social Sciences (BIGSSS). Previously he was at the Free 
University of Berlin where he co-directed, with Harald Künemund, the Research 
Group on Aging and the Life Course (Forschungsgruppe Altern und Lebenslauf, 
FALL). He is a member of the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences, and from 1997-99 was President of the European 
Sociological Association (ESA). Recent publications: Cleavages in aging societies: 
Generation, age, or class? Pp. 327-351 in B. Marin (ed.): The future of welfare in a 
global Europe. Farnham: Ashgate, 2015; Explaining fertility: The potential for 
integrative approaches. Demographic Research 33, no. 4, pp. 93-112. DOI: 
10.4054/DemRes.2015.33.4 (with J. Huinink & J. Ehrhardt). 
http://www.eui.eu/DepartmentsAndCentres/PoliticalAndSocialSciences/People/Profes
sors/FormerProfessors/Kohli.aspx  
 
Robert MacDonald is Professor of Sociology at Teesside University, UK. Before 
Teesside he studied and worked at the universities of Durham and York. He has 
been a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences since 2011 and was Obel 
Foundation Visiting Professor at the Danish Centre for Youth Research, Aalborg 
University from 2013 to 2016. He has been Deputy Editor of the Journal of Youth 
Studies since 2008. His teaching and research crosses sociology, criminology, social 
policy and youth studies. He has researched and written widely in two main fields: 
work and unemployment (e.g. in relation to social exclusion, underclass debates, 
informal economy, self-employment and ‘the enterprise culture’, poverty, ‘cultures of 

http://www.eui.eu/DepartmentsAndCentres/PoliticalAndSocialSciences/People/Professors/FormerProfessors/Kohli.aspx
http://www.eui.eu/DepartmentsAndCentres/PoliticalAndSocialSciences/People/Professors/FormerProfessors/Kohli.aspx


worklessness’, ‘the low-pay, no-pay cycle’); and youth and young people (e.g. 
transitions to adulthood, youth culture and sub-culture, illicit drug use, criminal 
careers and desistance from crime). His co-authored paper ‘Poverty Talk: how 
people experiencing poverty deny their poverty and why they blame “the poor”' won 
the 2014 Sociological Review Prize for Outstanding Scholarship and his co-authored 
book Poverty and Insecurity: Life in Low-Pay, No-Pay Britain won the British 
Academy Policy Press Peter Townsend Prize in 2013.  
 
Jeylan T. Mortimer is Professor of Sociology at the University of Minnesota and 
Director of the Youth Development Study. Her current research examines 
intergenerational value transmission; youth risk and resilience; and the 
consequences of the transition to adulthood for health.  She is Co-Editor (with 
Michael Shanahan and Monica Johnson) of the Handbook of the Life Course, 
Springer, 2016 and has recent articles in Social Psychology Quarterly, Social 
Science Research, Public Opinion Quarterly, and Work and Occupations. 
 
Harriet Bjerrum Nielsen is Professor at the Centre for Gender Research at the 
University of Oslo, Norway. She is also a Guest Professor at Aalborg University. 
From 1993 to 2009 she was the Director of the Centre of Gender research at the 
University of Oslo. The main focus of her research is gender socialization, gender 
identity formation and gender constructions among children and adolescents. She 
has worked with these issues both longitudinally and in a generational perspective. 
Together with her colleague Monica Rudberg, she has co-authored several books 
and articles about gender in a process of change. A recent book on children, gender 
and school today is Forskjeller i klassen. Nye perspektiver på kjønn, klasse og 
etnisitet i skolen (Differences in class. New perspectives on gender, class and etnicity 
in school) (Universitetsforlaget 2014). A coming book on changing gender relations in 
three generations is Feeling Gender. A Generational and Psychosocial Approach 
(Palgrave-Macmillan 2016, in print). 
 
Göran Therborn is professor emeritus of sociology at the University of Cambridge. 
He has approached a number of issues and topics from a comparative, mainly global  
perspective. Publications include Between Sex and Power. Family in the World, 
1900-2000 (2004), The Killing Fields of Inequality (2013). In spring 2017 Cities of 
Power. The Urban, the National, the Popular, and the Global is due to appear. 
 
Rachel Thomson is Professor of Childhood & Youth Studies in the School of 
Education and Social Work at the University of Sussex, where she is also one of the 
directors of the Sussex Humanities Lab. She is a sociologist by discipline who has 
spent much of her career working in interdisciplinary ways with research interests 
focus at the interface of biography and history. Her books include Researching Social 
Change (2009, Sage), Unfolding Lives: Youth, Gender and Change (2009 Policy 
Press) and Making Modern Mothers (2011 Policy Press). She is currently working on 
a book entitled Researching Everyday Childhoods in a Digital Age: Time, Technology 
& Documentation (forthcoming 2018 Bloomsbury). 
 


