NORED900 - Literature Review at PhD Level

Writing literature review at Ph.D level:
« Different review types and purposes
* Research design
* Databases
» Search methods
* Analysis
* Tools

* Presentation of findings

Main learning objectives

The main course goal is to introduce Phd students to the genre of literature review in
academic writing, and show how to complete a traditional/narrative literature review for
a doctoral thesis. Throughout the course the Phd students will develop their
understanding of different types of literature reviews and what purposes these can have
in their own research. In addition, the course aims to develop the Phd students’ abilities
and knowledge for designing and completing their own literature review through
familiarizing them with different kinds of research design, databases, search methods,
analysis, and ways of presenting their findings.

After completing the course, the Phd students will have general knowledge about:
* Different types and purposes about literature review
* Relevant databases within social science research

« Search methods for database searches to locate and collect literature in a
systematic and transparent way

* Methods for analysis and tools for organizing collected literature

* Ways of presenting findings

After completing the course, the Phd student will have specific knowledge about:

* How to develop an original problem statement for completing their own literature
review

* What types of literature review and research design will fit their own project




* Using different searching methods and techniques in various databases for
collecting relevant literature

* How to interpret, code, and categorize collected literature through different
methods of analysis

How to present findings in text and visually at a high academic level

Teaching will be organized as lectures and cases at the University of Bergen. Also,
databases, search engines, and tools will be demonstrated. In addition, the course will
have digital elements integrated in the course design (e.g. “flipped classroom”).

The Phd students’ project descriptions will form the basis for further discussion regarding
the use of literature reviews in light of project foci and research questions. The Phd
students will become aware of the role that the literature review can have in their own
projects.

Learning outcomes

By completing the course the Phd students will have completed the following learning
aims, which are here defined as knowledge, skills, and general competence:

Knowledge:

The student will have knowledge about different types of literature review, what purposes
these have in research, and which research design that should be used when planning a
literature review. The student will be familiar with relevant databases within social
science research, and how to use these. The student will be familiar with various methods
of analysis and tools for assessing, sorting, and presenting the collected literature from
database searches.

Skills:

The student will be able to use different databases for social science research for
performing database searches using various search methods in an independent way.

General competence:

The student will be able to develop an original problem statement, and use the problem
statement to complete and present a literature review on a high academic level.
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