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Abstract

In 2 BCE, the city of Neapolis established a quinquennial athletic competition in honour of
Augustus, commonly known as the Sebasta. Recent archaeological excavations in Naples
have uncovered the monumental area of the Games, along with lists of winners from some
first-century CE editions. Additionally, a fragmentary copy of the Sebasta regulations is
preserved in Olympia, allowing modern scholars to partially reconstruct the course of the
festival.

Using the data obtained from documents concerning the Sebasta, particularly the regulations,

this lecture investigates the structure of these Panhellenic competitions. At the same time, the

study focuses on how Neapolis, which enjoyed full Roman citizenship at the time, defined its

relations with the Greek East through the Games. It explores Neapolitan interactions through

Greek channels of communication, while also examining the preservation of local traditions
and the adoption of new cultural forms and practices.
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following the Roman conquest, covering the period from the 3rd century BCE to the 2nd
century CE. Drawing on a wide range of literary, epigraphic, and archaeological sources, his
research highlights how Italiote cities adapted to new forms of governance and how these
shifts affected local cultural practices.
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