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BACKGROUND

• A 16th-century Latin chronicle by bishop 
Juusten: essential Finnish medieval source

• Edited four times before the digital 
age.1728 (on the right), 1799, 1943 & 1988

• In my MA-thesis (2012) and article in DSH 
(2016) I have demonstrated the need of a 
new edition and presented a new stemma.

16.8.2022
Using digital stemmatological methods in creating a critical edition of a 
16th-century chronicle 2



Humanistinen tiedekunta

WHY NEW EDITION?
- BECAUSE OTHER EDITIONS
• contain clear errors
• were not based on digital methods
• do not provide an English translation
• do not provide manuscript images
• were not aware of ms. R (on the right)
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FOUR PHASES OF THE NEW
PROJECT
• 1) Transcription of all witnesses
• 2) New stemmatological analysis of the 

entire tradition (digital and traditional)
• 3) Edition (with extensive introduction)
• 4) English translation
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STEMMATOLOGICAL 
METHODS
• Several programs/platforms should be used
• Not for the sake of themselves, but to get 

more information on the variants
• Uncertainty must be taken into account

• “All models are false, but some can be 
useful…”
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STYLE OF THE NEW EDITION

The edition (printed & digital) will be based on the idea of providing the reader with:
1) Translation (English, with outside language check)
2) Transcription (based on best-text editing)
3) Critical commentary (with all witnesses, supported by digital stemmatology)
4) Manuscript picture(s) at least in the digital edition))
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• Justen] Juusten B M P Q S R V 
Jwsten X   Iwsten N

• Aboensos] all other mss: Aboensis
• juxta ac] juxta et Q X V

• Paulus Juusten, the bishop of Turku, 
prays God’s grace and peace to the 
honourable and discreet men, pastors 
of the churches stationed in Finland in 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
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SOMETHING LIKE THIS…

• Paulus Justen episcopus Aboensos. 
honorabilibus juxta ac discretis viris
Dominis ecclesiarum pastoribus in 
Finlandia constitutis. Gratiam et 
pacem a Deo precatur in Jesu Christo
Domino no[st]ro.
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WHY THIS STYLE?

• Historian’s perspective:
• Sources are essential (ms images)
• The editing process needs to be 

transparent
• English is now the lingua franca
• Witnesses more interesting than 

archetype
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HOW TO TRANSCRIBE?

• Transcription is needed
• 1) for the stemmatological analysis
• 2) to help the reader (with difficult mss)
• 3) for digital platforms
• -> these might be tricky to combine:

‒ Graphic elements lose their meaning
‒ Simplistic transcription is untrue
‒ Encoded text is hard to read
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DIGITAL AND/OR PRINTED 
EDITION?
• Digital platforms are more or less 

indispensable if one wants to offer a 
modern edition

• Printed copy has its own merits
• Perhaps both are needed (and also 

two or three transcriptions…)
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