- Kappe —what and

how?

Martina Vukasovic (ADMORG) and Cornelius Cappelen (SAMPOL)

PhD coordinators



 What is the purpose of the kappe?

Key questions

* How to structure it?
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* “Framing introduction” = whole project as one painting

* What is the overarching research problem that links all the articles together?
* What is the underlying theoretical framework employed in the project?

* What are the overall contributions — theoretical, empirical, methodological — of the
PhD project as a whole?



* “Framing introduction” = whole project as one painting

* What is the overarching research problem that links all the articles together?
* What is the underlying theoretical framework employed in the project?
* What are the overall contributions — theoretical, empirical, methodological — of the
PhD project as a whole?
* Complementing the articles
* Important information about the project as a whole (see above)
* Important information that could not fit into the articles (e.g. methods)



IN CONCLUSION,
. \PAAAARNARAAAA!!!
* Manage committee’s expectations

* You, as the candidate, are the committee’s
guide through your thesis

* You are in the driver’s seat
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THE BEST THESIS DEFENSE 15 A GOOD THESIS OFFENSE.

https://xkcd.com/1403/



A possible structure...
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Basic outline

* Introduction

* Literature review

+ Theoretical framework

* Research design and methodology
e Results — presenting the articles

* Discussion and conclusions

OK to refer to articles often in the kappe



ﬁim: explain what the relevance of your thesis is and provide the reader a map through the
appe

What is the thesis about? What is the research problem?

Why is it relevant? What is the research gap/puzzle that the thesis aims to address?
Research questions

Basic information on the theoretical and methodological approach

Basic information about the articles (e.g. 1 paragraph each) and how do they all fit
together? E.g. link the articles with the research questions

Purpose and structure of the kappe
* If necessary, acknowledge the tension between kappe and the articles



e Literature review

Aim: present what the overarching gap/puzzle is and set the stage for demonstrating how your thesis
addresses that gap/puzzle

* Does not have to be very long
e Build on what is written in the articles
* BUT do not merely repeat it

* Theoretical framework

* Aim: present the underlying theoretical foundations of your study and set the stage for explaining how this
helps you address the overarching gap/puzzle

* What are the overarching theoretical concepts that you are using in the thesis?
OR How are the theoretical concepts used in the different articles connected to each other?



(Main) aim: complement the design/methodology information given in the articles + set the
stage to demonstrate how this approach helps you address the overarching gap/puzzle

(Discuss ontological and epistemological positioning of your thesis)

Present and justify your choices
* If a case study, why? And why this particular case?
* Why qualitative/quantitative/mixed methods approach?
* Why this approach to data collection and data analysis?

Be transparent — but not too apologetic — about how the process went (e.g. did you need to
change your plans) and discuss implications of this

—> Discuss limitations
Ethics, validities and reliability



* Aim: present the articles briefly and set the stage for using the findings in each article to
answer the overarching research questions (in the final chapter)

* For each article

Which research questions the article addresses and how is this linked to the overarching research questions
of your thesis as a whole?

Short information on the theoretical and methodological approach + explain how this fits into the overall
approach for the whole thesis

* (Short) presentation of the key findings and conclusions

* Advice: try to keep it under 3 pages per article



* (Main) aim: answer your overarching research questions + state your contributions

* Remind the reader what the questions were and answer them
» Explicitly link these answers to the overarching gap/puzzle
* Reflect on your theoretical and methodological choices

* Explicitly present the overarching contributions of your thesis — theoretical, empirical,
methodological

 (Discuss policy implications)

* Discuss possible lines for further research



Now what?

Check other kappes

(Consider a graphic presentation of the project as a
whole, linking RQs, concepts, methods/data, and articles
to each other)

Present (rough) drafts at the PhD seminars or similar
events

* Actively seek feedback
* Be open about your confusions and struggles

Ask colleagues (supervisors, other PhD candidates, other
permanent staff) to be critical readers

“* Final reading focuses primarily on the kappe
“*“ ¢ Think of the final reading as a mock defence




