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Dear MBIers,

So this is it. My last greeting to you here in this corner of MBInytt.  

First of all, let me take this opportunity to thank you for all the warm 
greetings and good wishes as I’m now leaving MBI for UiO. And thanks 
for the great farewell present: the Lewis Chessmen and those wonderful 
flowers. Little could you know that the Lewis Chessmen is my favourite 
object in the British Museum, well worth a visit. Thanks also for being so 
fantastic colleagues and students. I have had a great time at MBI, MatNat 
and the UiB with lots of good experiences and memorable events. I shall 
forever be indebted to you and to UiB.

It is also time to thank you all for your contributions to MBI operations 
during the year; to research, supervision, teaching, administration and 
technical support. Congrats to all the students who have done their exams 
or completed their master degrees and to those who defended their PhD theses. This week I was also very pleased 
to learn that Nathalie got a new grant from the Research Council’s BIOTEK2021 program, the first time an MBIer 
wins a grant from this program!

I wish you all a good and peaceful vacation time and hope you get to spend some time with family and friends. 
I wish you all the best for the New Year and the years to come. And a special greeting to Mathias who is ready to 
take on the MBI leadership. 

Best wishes and farewell

Research and research training

New research grants

Nathalie Reuter has as the only UiB-researcher been awarded a grant from the Norwegian research council’s 
BIOTEK2021 program for the project  Novel drug candidates for Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease treatment.  
The project is a cooperation between researchers at Department of Moelcular Biology, Department of Biology, 
Department of Chemistry and the Centre of Pharmacy at the University of Bergen, at the Department of Thoraic 
Medicine at Helse Bergen HF and business developers at Bergen Teknologioverføring (BTO).

Sylvia Varland has received a FRIPRO mobility stipend for the project “Exploring N-terminal acetyltransferases 
with functional genomics”.  2 of her 3 years as a post doc will be spent in Charles Boone og Brenda Andrews’ group 
at the University of Toronto, Canada, while the third year will be spent in the NAT-group here at MBI.
 
Svein Isungset Støve has received a 3,5 year post doc grant from Helse Vest for the project “Development of 
acetyltransferase-inhibitors for cancer chemotherapy”.  Svein will be affiliated with the NAT-group, and the project 
includes a 1-year stay in Ronen Marmorstein’s group at the University of Pennsylvania, USA.

My new coordinates will be:
Department of Biosciences

Kristine Bonnevies hus
University of Oslo
Blindernveien 31

0371 Oslo
e-mail:  rein.aasland@ibv.uio.no

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_chessmen
http://www.forskningsradet.no/prognett-biotek2021/Home_page/1253970728140
http://www.mn.uio.no/ibv/english/


New faces

Staff news

Barbara van der Hoeven, staff 
engineer, the NAD-group/ProtMetD

Lars Janssen Sverkeli, PhD-fellow, the 
NAD-group/ProtMetD

Barbara van der Hoeven has been employed in a temporary position as a 
staff engineer in the NAD-group/ProtMetD., from 21.11.2016 until 20.5.2019 
She will be working on the project “Metabolic hub molecules as key factors 
in cancer development and prevention” financed by the Norwegian cancer 
society.

Lars Janssen Sverkeli has been employed in a 3-year PhD-fellowship 
in the NAD-group/ProtMetD from 21.11.2016 until 20.11.2020.  He will be 
working on the same project as Barbara and will be supervised by Mathias 
Ziegler.

Joakim Brunet is employed in a temporary position as a scientific assistant 
at the Sea Lice Research Centre from 1.12.2016 to 31.1.2017.

New publications

Szilvay, Anne Marie; Sarria, Shirley Vanessa; Mannelqvist, Monica; 
Aasland, Rein; Furnes, Clemens.  Proteolytic activity assayed by subcellular 
localization switching of a substrate. Biochemistry and Biophysics Reports 
2016 ;Volum 8. s. 23-28.  doi: 10.1016/j.bbrep.2016.07.011

Ribeiro AL, Silva RD, Foyn H, Tiago MN, Rathore OS, Arnesen T, Martinho 
RG. Naa50/San-dependent N-terminal acetylation of Scc1 is potentially 
important for sister chromatid cohesion. Sci Rep 6, 39118. doi:10.1038/
srep39118

New PhD

We congratulate Yana Mikhaleva who defended 
her PhD-thesis entitled “Contribution of homeobox 
genes to the development of the oikoplastic 
epithelium, a major novelty oftunicate Larvaceans” 
23. November.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbrep.2016.07.011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/srep39118
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/srep39118


Education and student affairs

When Rein leaves to start his new 
mission as head of department 
at the Department of life science 
at the University of Oslo, he will 
re-establish his research group 
there.  Signe, Michelle and Elzbieta 
will therefore move to Oslo with 
him, while Kirill is finishing his 
PhD-work these days.  We will 
miss you a lot, guys!  Thank you 
for your engagement and many 
contributions as scientists and 
friends.  We wish you all the best for 
your new life in Oslo!

From left to right: Kirill Jefimov, Signe Värv, Rein Aasland, Michelle Victoria Hauge 
and Elzbieta Wiernasz

The Chromatin-based gene regulation and cellular memory research group moves 
to Oslo

New master degrees

We congratulate Christophe Balin, Joakim J. Brunet, Lene Reed Hjorteset, Regine Åsen Jersin, Frida Thyri Segafredo, 
Sofya Romanyuk, Lorentze Hope Hornnes, Elise Moltzau Wanderås and Anny Gravdal who all defended their mastser 
theses in November and December.



MBI snapshots

Joakim Brunet defended his master thesis 4. November
Photo: Signe Värv Yana Mikhaleva defended 

her PhD-thesis 23. 
November
Photo: Marc Niere

14th December Rein was properly thanked for his many contributions at MBI and UiB
Photo: Asbjørn Leirvåg

Thankful, but doubtful...  Dean Helge K. 
Dahle extends his greetings.

Will the hugs in Oslo match up? A toast from a great MBI’er and a true 
gentleman

These are just a few of the events that has taken place since the last issue, but the only ones we have received photos 
from.  In the future and with everyone’s help, we will hopefully be able to capture a greater proportions of the 
happenings, exams, defenses and other events going on at MBI!

“Communicate!”  
Photo: Marc Niere

Asbjørn Leirvåg and Maxim Bril’kov 
exchanging opinions.  
Photo: Rein Aasland

Mandatory exercise: opening 
a bottle of sparkling!

Celebrating with friends and colleagues.  Younger 
generations of MBI’ers may be able to recognize 
Supervisors Muhammed Tanveer Khan and Rune 
Male to Joakim’s left.

Yana performing the mandatory 
“haning”

Yana flanked by her opponents and 
supervisor Daniel Chourrout.

Departmental HES(HMS)- seminar 25. November


