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Introduction
Climate change (CC) has been acknowledged as an environmental
and public health concern that constitute a serious threat to people in
all countries.

CC is associated with an increase of adverse weather events frequency, intensity and durationeconomic and social costs.

which can cause significant

Introduction

Health consequences of CC will occur through direct and
indirect routes, and as a result of interactions with other
environmental and social factors.

The Lancet commissions (2015). Health and climate change: policy responses to protect health.

What factors might contribute to increase

violence after disaster?
Stress and feeling of powerlessness due to bereavement, loss of property and loss of
livelihood.
Mental health problems [PSTD]
Scarcity of basic provisions
Destruction of social networks
Breakdown of law enforcement
Cessation of violence prevention and social programmes
Disruptions to the economy

WHO (2002). World Report on Violence and Health

Gender & climate change
Climate change will disproportionately affect women, marginalized and
vulnerable groups.
Vulnerability is rooted in social relationships determined by gender,
ethnicity, class, age and disability (Ariyabandu, 2003).
Gender is a significant determinant of women’s vulnerability, rooted in
unequal power relationships between women and men (Wiest et al.,
1994).

The neglect of gender aspect -disaster vulnerability- has implications for humanitarian
assistant (Enarson & Morrow, 1997; UNISC, 2006)

Violence against women (VAW)
VAW is one of a common form of violence that refers to
types of harmful behaviors directed at women and girls.
According to United Nations (UN) (1994):
VAW is defined as “any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to
result in, sexual or mental harm or suffering of women, including threats of such
acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or
private.

Source. WHO(2013). Global and regional estimates of violence against women: prevalence and health effects of intimate partner violence and
non-partner sexual violence.

OBJETIVE
To map the scientific literature related to the linkages
between CC and the exposure of women to VAW
episodes.

Methods
Databases

Databases

• 4 databases were selected: Medline, Web of science, Science
Direct and ProQuest.

• Studies published between 2005 to 2015
Period

Limits

• HUMANS used as a filter.
• Languages: Spanish and English were selected.

Methods
Search strategy

FILTER CLIMATE CHANGE
a) Medical Subject Headings [MeSH]: "Climate Change“, "Greenhouse Effect“, "Global Warming“
b) Keywords: Drought, flood, extreme weather, heat waves, environmental hazards, water scarcity,
water insecurity.

FILTER RELATED TO VAW
a) Medical Subject Headings [MeSH]: “Domestic violence“, “Spouse abuse”, “battered women”
b) Keywords: “Intimate Partner Violence”, “Violence against women”, “Domestic violence”, “Sexual
abuse”, “sexual violence”, “Sexual harassment”, “Spouse abuse”, “battered women”, “gender violence”,
“gender based violence”.

Methods
Exclusion Criteria

Studies with not focus on any type of violence.
Type of publications: editorials, letters to editors,
commentaries, reviews, reports.
Articles without abstracts
Duplicated articles

RESULTS

121
(Medline, WoS, Science Direct
and ProQuest)
(FASE 1)

111

10

Abstract eliminated

Studies included

(FASE 2)

(FASE 3)

Most of the studies have a qualitative desing (N=8)
The majority of the studies from Africa and Western Pacific.

FLOODS
N=5
Harrasment, sexual assaults, Intimate partner
violence and increase of child marriage
Girl’s concern about harrasment during flood disaster:

Lack of sanitation and privacy. A little access to
clean water for bathing or personal «female
hygene».

«[…] some unknown boy woulds were roaming around in their
noukas [boats] and harassed the girls around here. I once
heard that a girl was walking along when these boys on a
boat came up and tried to grab her […]»

Harrasment and sexual violence episodes are
exacerbated during floods.
Marriage of young girls is increasing as a results of
CC.
During floods there was greater pressure on
husbands to provide for their families (Financial
hardship).

A young girl reported an abuse by her husband during a
disaster:
«He beat me because I asked him for a bazzar money. He
hasn’t bougth anything for the last two days so I asked him for
money to buy food and he beat me»

WATER SCARCITY: Droughts
N=1

Intimate partner violence (IPV)
Non availability of water resulted in men having no work to do in
the villages.
As a results of interviews, participants recognized that the absense
of work means no income which led men to frustration and alcohol
addiction.
Women participants mentioned that the alcoholism also disturbs
the family peace because of the IPV incidents.

HURRICANES & Post Tsunamis
N=4

Intimate Partner Violence (IPV), Sexual Violence, Rape, Harrasment, Child marriage
Domestic violence was considered to be most prevalent form of violence against women - Post disaster-. [4 of 5
participants -both sexes-]
During the interview of participant (women’s association) said: «[…] our group had received over double the
number of referrals for domestic violence support services during and after the tsumani […]»
Girls and women in affected areas [hurricanes] were subjected to rape, sexual abuse and harrasment: «[…]
People don’t want to talk about it but it is happening» [woman, shelter]
«[…] Soon after tsunami there was an increase in marriages of young women and girls […] men quickly sought
to replace their wives, sometimes they marrying girls of 13 years […]» (women’s association leader)

Glacial earthquakes can generate far more powerful tsunamis than undersea earthquakes with similar magnitude (McGuire B,
2010)

Conclusion
The lack of studies addressing the relationship between violence
against women and climate change shown that there is a need to
address this issues. VAW seems to be a huge concerns in recent
studies.

The evidence shown that women and girls faced difficult conditions
during and after extreme weather events.

Conclusion
VAW is a public health and human rights issues that is already prevalent in
many countries. The exposition to a climate related events seems to
exacerbate the exposure of women to any type of violence.

Gender, age and socioeconomic conditions of women seems to shape their
life experiences in a context of climate change.

There is a need of future researches (quantitative & qualitative) addressing
this issues.
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