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During the apartheid era some universities enthusiastically
promoted the apartheid ideology, while others resisted the
regime. Today, academic freedom and the independence of
universities are guaranteed by the Constitution.

Over the past 18 months this independence has been
guestioned by an emerging student movement. Students
complain that many academics show little or no concern for the
specific realities of South Africa and the African continent and
often fail to engage with African knowledge systems, ways of
thinking, and texts. They therefore demand that the Universities
and their curricula should be “decolonized”.

Professor De Vos’ talk engages with the following question:
How can academic freedom be protected at South African
Universities without protecting them from having to engage
critically with the exciting but complex questions raised by the
burgeoning student movement?
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