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Flow of  Presentation 



 India-EU relations occupy common ground as supporters of  a democratic rules-based and multilateral order

 Development cooperation has been a priority in their relations 

 14th India-EU Summit 2017 - strong political mandate to cement implementation of  the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development

 New shift from the traditional donor-recipient relations transforming their partnership based on equality and mutual 

interests

 Important shift given the current geopolitical context

 India has associated the SDGs closely with its domestic development motto of  Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas (collective 

effort, inclusive development)

 In 2018, the EU funded a total of  more than EUR 150 million of  projects in India 

India-EU Cooperation in SDG



 India-EU development partnership – role of  science, technology, research and higher education

 Role of  HEC in India-EU relation has been undermined traditionally

 HEC between India and Europe has become a prominent part of  the partnership agenda

 High mobility of  researchers, scholars, innovators and students between India and Europe

 Asymmetry in mobility between India-EU 

 Active participation by Indian researchers and HEIs in EU funded schemes

 Analysis of  India-EU summit documents 

 Low priority given to HE cooperation – always on the last of  the agenda 

Higher Education Cooperation (HEC) and India-EU Relations 



Year Initiatives undertaken 

2000 • Joint research and technological development in science and issues of  

poverty

• Academic contacts in culture and education

• Cooperation in elementary education 

• Setting up of  institute of  Environment Technology in India

2001 • Agreement for Scientific and Technological Cooperation

• Recognition of  India as a Centre of  Excellence in IT

2002 • Participation of  Indian scholars in RTD projects under the Framework 

Programme

• Visits and exchange of  technical experts

• Joint organizations of  seminars and symposia with active participation 

from both entities

2003 • Cooperation between universities and civil societies

• Cooperation in developing the GALILEO programme and India’s 

equitable participation

Higher Education Cooperation (HEC) and India-EU Relations 



Year Initiatives undertaken 

2004 • Cooperation in Science and Technology, space, energy, IT 

• Facilitation of  academic exchanges and civil society dialogue

2005 • India Window of  the Erasmus Mundus Scholarship

• Joint workshops on research fields of  mutual interest among EU’s 

thematic research priorities

• Installation of  Chairs and Centres of  Modern Indian Studies in EU and 

of  EU studies in Indian universities 

2006 • India’s membership in the ITER project

• First EU-India Higher Education Fair

2009 • Signing of  India EU Joint Declarations on Multilingualism and 

Education

2012 • Joint Declaration on Research and Innovation Cooperation

• Recognition of  important windows of  opportunity to expand EU-India 

S&T cooperation 

Higher Education Cooperation (HEC) and India-EU Relations 



Year Initiatives undertaken 

2017 • Joint flagship initiative of  30 Million EUR on water related challenges

• EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation ‘Horizon 2020’ 

and Indian programmes for a two way mobility of  researchers

• Participation in India’s GIAN programme and EU’s Erasmus programme

2020 • Smart and sustainable urbanisation, IT, transport, space and health security

• Research and innovation to further progress in the above sectors

• Widen the scale of  ‘Horizon Europe’ (2021-2027)

• Cooperation in Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) under Horizon 

Europe 

• EU’s participation in India’s Visiting Advanced Joint Research

• Study tours to EU and Indian institutions

Higher Education Cooperation (HEC) and India-EU Relations 



 HE and foreign policy discourses – recent phenomena (toolbox of  association agreements, strategic partnerships or 

other institutionalized forms of  international relations)

 HE and soft power 

 HE and Knowledge Diplomacy 

 HE and Science Diplomacy 

 HE and epistemic communities

 HEIs as non-state actors 

Theoretical Perspectives 



 Combination of  cultural diplomacy and a developmental agenda with the aim to assist India in modernizing

 Academic cooperation under the section of  ‘economic partnership’

 Modernisation partnership’, education and research were highlighted as crucial factors in ‘unlocking India’s 

economic and demographic potential

 2018 EU strategy towards India exemplified a gradual shift in the rationale – Excellence and 

competitiveness of  EU’s knowledge economy 

HEC: European Context 



 Opportunities for HEC - National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

 Ambition for India  - an education system by 2040 that is second to none

 Emphasis on further internationalisation of  India’s education system

 Attract foreign students, researchers, and scholars – balance outbound with inbound mobility 

 Opening up of  foreign universities in the country – competitive edge

 Possibilities of  research fundings for internationally collaborative research under NEP 2020

 Research activities – prioritization of  SDGs 

 NEP highlights importance of  SDGs by HEIs – align with GoI initiatives and policies 

HEC: Indian Context 



 India-EU relations have been subjected and guided by some degree of  misperceptions – the nature of  the 
actors 

 India’s continued preference for cooperation at member state level vis-à-vis the EU level  

 Complex nature of  functioning on both sides 

 Lack of  reciprocity from Indian side – asymmetric cooperation 

 Lack of  knowledge of  India’s higher education landscape

 Quality of  education at Indian higher educational institutes highly variable

Challenges to cooperation 



 India-EU as natural partners effectively cooperate in diverse fields 

 Prioritisation of  SDGs by both sides – political will 

 Geopolitical considerations for such cooperation – critical role of  China 

 India-EU cooperation in SDGs also realise the importance of  global partnership in achieving the stated 
targets

 Global partnerships also effective in extending the same to other regions – Indo-Pacific and Africa

 While also advance and strengthen India-EU relations 

 NEP 2020 provides ample opportunities for India-EU cooperation in the future 

Conclusion 
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