
Programme CommOCEAN 2026 
 
 
The 7th CommOCEAN conference takes place in Bergen, Norway on 2-3 September with an icebreaker reception on 
the evening of 1 September. 
 
The conference venue is UiB Learning Arena, Nygårdsgaten 5 (NG5), 5015 Bergen (location), with an ‘icebreaker’ Reception on 1 
September at the Medieval castle Håkonshallen (location). For this edition of CommOCEAN the overarching theme is ‘Communication 
for and within the UN Ocean Decade: Setting Sails for 2030’. 
 

• Online programme overview on this webpage. 
• We refer you to the FAQ sheet for logistical conference information. 

 
 

TUESDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 
 
16:00-17:00  CommOCEAN 2026 has secured three guided tours in the afternoon on the day before the conference proper 
starts. 
 

• Read more on the guided tours and how to book your spot. 
 
18:00-19:30  Icebreaker reception, Håkonshallen (location) 
   Welcome by the Mayor of Bergen, Ms. Marit Warncke 
 

 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/@60.3888417,5.3236797,19z?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQyNy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/H%C3%A5konshallen+-+Bymuseet+i+Bergen/@60.3997191,5.3148401,957m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x463cfc1dd0351b6b:0xe0166c052fec6ef!8m2!3d60.3997191!4d5.317415!16s%2Fg%2F122691lx?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQyNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.uib.no/en/ocean/182496/programme-commocean-2026
https://www.uib.no/sites/w3.uib.no/files/attachments/faqs_commocean_2026_0.pdf
https://www.uib.no/en/ocean/183289/guided-tours-commocean-2026-delegates
https://www.google.com/maps/place/H%C3%A5konshallen+-+Bymuseet+i+Bergen/@60.3997191,5.3148401,957m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x463cfc1dd0351b6b:0xe0166c052fec6ef!8m2!3d60.3997191!4d5.317415!16s%2Fg%2F122691lx?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQyNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


WEDNESDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 
 
08:00-09:00  Arrivals and registrations, mingling 
09:00-09:15  Welcome and practical information with welcome statements by: 

• Vice-Rector and Professor Kristoffer Chelsom Vogt, University of Bergen 
• Professor Bjørn Egil Asbjørnslett, Chair of the Norwegian Marine University Consortium and Director at NTNU Ocean and Coast 
• Professor Tymon Zieliński, Institute of Oceanology Polish Academy of Sciences (IO PAN) and Chair for the European Marine 

Board Communications Panel 
 
09:15-10:15  Opening keynote by Emmy Award winning TV producer James Honeyborne of Freeborne Media 
10:15-11:15  Plenary session 1: Communication and impact to benefit the ocean and society 
11:15-11:30  Coffee break and moving to circus sessions 
11:30-12:30  Circus sessions (2 x 30 minutes)  
12:30-13:30  Workshops session 1 (1 x 60 minutes) 
13:30-14:30  Lunch break, incl poster session 
14:30-15:15  Keynote 2: CEO Haakon Vatle of tall ship Statsraad Lehmkuhl 
15:15-16:00  Plenary session 2: Use of new technologies in ocean science communications 
16:00-17:00  Workshops session 2 (1 x 60 minutes) 
 
17:00-19:30  Break 
 
19:30-22:00  Conference dinner at Bien Litteraturhuset, Østre Skostredet 5-7, Bergen (location) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www4.uib.no/en/find-employees/kristoffer-chelsom.vogt
https://www.ntnu.edu/employees/bjorn.e.asbjornslett
https://old.iopan.pl/KlimatOceany/ZielinskiTymonCV.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Honeyborne
https://www.uib.no/sites/w3.uib.no/files/attachments/plenary_session_1_commocean_2026.pdf
https://www.uib.no/sites/w3.uib.no/files/attachments/circus_sessions_commocean_2026.pdf
https://www.uib.no/sites/w3.uib.no/files/attachments/workshops_1_commocean_2026.pdf
https://www.uib.no/sites/w3.uib.no/files/attachments/poster_presentations_commocean_2026.pdf
https://no.linkedin.com/in/haakonvatle
https://www.uib.no/sites/w3.uib.no/files/attachments/plenary_session_2_commocean_2026.pdf
https://www.uib.no/sites/w3.uib.no/files/attachments/workshops_2_commocean_2026.pdf
https://www.bienbar.no/#litteraturhuset
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Litteraturhuset+i+Bergen/@60.3936637,5.3256872,479m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x463cfea885587ac3:0xb6a01ea57eb17cc5!8m2!3d60.3936637!4d5.3282621!16s%2Fg%2F1z2v7y2j5?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDUwNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


THURSDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 
 
08:00-09:00  Arrivals and mingling 
09:00-09:30  Keynote 3: Senior Research Scientist Dorothy Jane Dankel, SINTEF Ocean 
09:30-10:30  Plenary session 3: Increasing citizen engagement and ocean literacy through communication 
10:30-10:45  Coffee break and moving to workshops 
10:45-11:45  Workshops session 3 (1 x 60 minutes) 
11:45-12:45  Workshops session 4 (1 x 60 minutes) 
12:45-13:40  Lunch break, incl poster session 
13:40-14:10  Keynote 4: Researcher Didrik Hjertaker Grevskott, Institute of Marine Research 
14:10-15:10  Workshops session 5 (1 x 60 minutes) 
15:10-15:25  Coffee break and moving to final plenary session 
15:25-16:25  Plenary session 4: Taking science communication to ocean action 
16:25-16:55  Keynote 5: OceanX present how they work to bridge ocean science and communication 
16:55-17:00  Close of conference: Thank you and goodbye! 
 

https://www.sintef.no/en/all-employees/employee/dorothy.dankel/
https://www.uib.no/sites/w3.uib.no/files/attachments/plenary_session_3_commocean_2026.pdf
https://www.uib.no/sites/w3.uib.no/files/attachments/workshops_3_commocean_2026.pdf
https://www.uib.no/sites/w3.uib.no/files/attachments/workshops_4_commocean_2026.pdf
https://www.uib.no/sites/w3.uib.no/files/attachments/poster_presentations_commocean_2026.pdf
https://www.hi.no/en/hi/about-us/employees/didrik-hjertaker-grevskott-1?_gl=1*1cknl2t*_up*MQ..*_ga*NjEzNTExNjk5LjE3ODA0OTQwMTk.*_ga_ST62YQW615*czE3ODA0OTQwMTkkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODA0OTQwMTkkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.uib.no/sites/w3.uib.no/files/attachments/workshops_5_commocean_2026.pdf
https://www.uib.no/sites/w3.uib.no/files/attachments/plenary_session_4_commocean_2026.pdf
https://oceanx.org/

