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An archaeological survey was undertaken at Rugsund between 21/4 and
22/4-83 1 with regard to plans for road improvements along fylkesveg 573
Rugsund - Leirgulen. In the course of that survey. four localities were found
to be in conflict with the proposed development. Later adjustments to the
plan reduced the number of archaeological localities in conflict (0 two,
Rugsund Loc. [ and Rugsund Loc. I Rugsund (figs. 1 and 2). An application
to exclude the affected portions of these localities as antomatically protected
under the law of antiquities (frigjivningss¢knad) was submitted to the
Bergen Museuim, Department of Archaeology (letter from Statensvegvesen,
dated 26/5-83 [reference 2192/83 GL/WM, Ark. nt 64-20]) As a condition
for the acceptance of this application, an archaeological investigation of the
two localities was undertaken by Asle Bruen Olsen and Pavid Simpson
between 2/9-96 and 5/9-96.

The aim of the investigation was 1o determine the age, extent and integrity
of the archacological remains and thereby evaluate the impact of the road
development on the localities. This was accomplished by the excavation of
11 single (ca 40 X 50 cm) and 3 double (ca 40 X 100 cm) test pits (fig. 2). Of
these, 12 tests contained remains of prehistoric archaeological material and
it was discovered that the two originally defined localities are in fact
contiguous and comprise 2 single multi-component Jocality. For the purposes
of administrative convenience the original locality names WeEre retained and
an arbitrary boundary was established between them along a ridge of
bedrock.

e

1 Innberetning v/ Asle B. Olsen, 5/5-83, Strgmmen Gnr 89 Bnr 1 - 2 - 4, Hesjevag Gnur
93 Bnr 3 - 5, Bremanger, Sogn Og Fjordane. Ad:  Arkeologisk registrering f.vei 0573
Davik - Leirgulen. parsell v/Rugsund



Loc. 1

Loc. I is located on the south side of a promontory on the mainland (east)
side of Rugsund. It overlooks Rugsundstraumen (o the south and west, as
well as the island of Storgyna in Rugsund. Rugsundstraumen at this point i8
100 m wide. As the passages on the west side of Storgyna are narrow and
shallow, this channel passing in front of the locality is presently the main
thoroughfare for boat traffic through Rugsund.

The locality extends Over an area of at least 2000 m2. It's extent to the west
and south was determined on the basis of the distribution of artefact bearing
test pits and local topography. It is bounded to the north by Loc. IL The
extent of the locality to the east and south-east is uncertain as the
investigation was limited to the parcel of land to be affected by the
development. The locality likely extends castward beyond fylkesveg 573
and south-eastward beyond a track to a boathouse which demarks the limit
of the property investigated. In elevation the locality ranges from 2.5 masl
in the south-west, to 10 masl in the north-east.

Seven single and one double fest pits were excavated, 5 of which (#1, #4, #6,
#7 and #8) yielded prehistoric artefacts. The artefact density was generally
quite low, ranging from O to 65 artefacts/m? (avg. 20 artefacts/m2). Tests
along the eastern limit of the locality all gave indications of extensive
disturbance (redeposition) and no evidence of-primary deposition contexts.
Test pit #1 in the north-west portion of the locality revealed the following

stratigraphic sequence:

- 10 to 16 cm brown boggy turf

- 8 cm grey/brown boggy turf

- 4 cm brown boggy turf

- 4 cm black charcoal rich boggy lens
- bedrock

The black charcoal rich boggy lens is interpreted as part of an intact cultural
deposit and flint artefacts were recovered from the transition from the
brown turf to this charcoal rich horizon. A 14C sample was collected from
the black charcoal rich boggy lens.

Test pit # 8 in the south-western corner of the locality had the following
stratigraphic sequence:



- 20 cm turf/humus
_ 24 cm dark grey charcoal rich sand/humus

- 3 c¢m boggy buried turf
. 9 to 4 cm black charcoal rich lens in boggy buried turf

- brown sterile sand

Prehistoric artefacts as well as recent historic artefacts were recovered from
the dark grey charcoal rich sand/humus horizon. It is uncertain whether
this horizon has been redeposited from another part of the locality or if it 1s
in primary context. The black lens in the buried rurf is similar to that in test
pit #1 and is also interpreted to be part of a preserved cultural deposit.

Along the southern limit of the locality an arca containing undisturbed
culture layer was discovered . The culture layer extends over an area of ca
140 m? as delimited by test pits (#2 and #7) and soil probe investigations
and ranges from 4 to 5.5 masl. The following stratigraphic sequences were

observed:

Test pit 2

- 8 cm turf/humus

- 5 c¢m agriculturally disturbed zone

- up to 5 cm thick pockets of sand

- 8 cm black charcoal rich culture layer (stones toward bottom)

. sterile sand/gravel/stone

J.arge stones (maximuin measurement of 30 cm) were noted from
below 10 cm. Six pieces of possible quartz/quartzite debris were
recovered from the culture layer.

Test pit 7

10 cm turf/humus

8 cm agriculturally disturbed zone

15 c¢m black charcoal rich culture layer
_ gterile sand/gravel/stone

1

Large stones (maximum measurement of 12 c¢m) were noted from
below 20 cm. Recent historic material was recovered from the
agriculturally disturbed zone and the top 5 cm of the culture layer.
Prehistoric artefacts were recovered from the bottom 10 cm of the
culture layer. A 14C sample was collected from the middle 5 cm of the

black culture layer.



A

Based on the elevation of this part of the locality it is considered to date fo
the BA/IA (bronsealder/jernalder). A piece of thin well turned ceramic,
with remains of a glazed interior, slip on the exterior, and horizontal exterior
grooves found in test pit 7 most likely dates to the Medieval period and
indicates activity in younger periods as well. The other parts of the locality
are dated to one Or more non-specific stone using phases but the elevation
above sea level and the character of the material suggest that the locality
was most frequently in use during the BA and EIA.(tidling jernalder)

TYPE FLINT | QUART- | QUARTZ | CERAMIC | BONE SUM
ZITE

FLAKES 8 18 6 32

BIPOLAR CORE. 1

RETOUCHED FLAKES 2 2

OTHER 1 3 4

SUM 11 18 6 1 3 39

Artefact overview, Loc. 1 Rugsund
Loc. 1I

Loc. II is located on the north side of a promontory on the mainland (east)
side of Rugsund, immediately to the north of Loc. II. It extends over an ared
of at least 1100 m2  It's western extent was determined on the basis of local
topography and it is bounded in the south by Loc. L The extent of the
locality to the north and east is uncertain as the investigation was limited to
the parcel of land to be affected by the development. The locality likely
extends eastward beyond fylkesveg 573 and north beyond a stome fence into
the adjacent property. It ranges in elevation from 5 masl in the west, to 10
masl in the east. The northernmost part of the locality includes a part of a
small valley running down to the shoreline.

Four single (#1, #2, #4 and #6) and two double (#3 and #3) test pits were
excavated, all of which contained prehistoric artefacts. Artefact density was
higher than on Loc. I to the south, varying from 18 to 708 artefacts/m?
(avg. 213 artefacts/m2). Three principle types of stratigraphic sequences

were observed:

1) wet stratified turf (#2),

2) turf, agricultural disturbance, sterile sand/gravel (#1, #4, #5 and #6
_ variations noted below),

3) turf, agricultural disturbance, preserved culture layer, sterile
sand/gravel (#3) -



Test pit #2, located in a pocket of soil on the ridge of bedrock running
between Loc. I and Loc. IL, had the following stratigraphic sequence:

-5 cm turf

- 12 cm wet brown turf

-7 cm wet grey turf with some sand and charcoal
. 5 c¢m wet dark brown turf

_ 2 c¢m wet brown turf lens

8 cm wet black mineralogenic decomposed turf.

- bedrock

The deposits were extremely soft, presumably heavily decomposed turf or
perhaps comprised to some degree of human or animal waste matter spread
in the area as fertiliser. Both recent historic and prehistoric artefacts were
recovered from the uppermost brown turf horizon and the grey turf horizon.
The prehistoric artefacts here are considered to be redeposited from

elsewhere.

The generalised stratigraphic sequence for test pits #1, #4, #5 and #6 was as

follows:

7 to 10 cm turf

. 10 to 27 cm agricultural disturbance

_ 10 cm decomposed turf (test pit # 1 only)

_ 5 to 20 cm dark brown sand in places with high humus content
and/or some charcoal (absent in test pit #6)

_ 2 cm charcoal lens (test pit #5b only)

- bedrock or sterile sand/gravel/stones

Recent historic artefacts were recovered from the agriculturally disturbed
sone. Prehistoric artefacts were recovered from the agriculturally disturbed
zone, the decomposed turf in test pit #1, and the dark brown sand horizon.
Based on the stratigraphic context, as well as the artefact types and
constellation of raw materials recovered from the agriculturally disturbed
zone, this horizon is interpreted to be redeposited, presumably dating to the
LN/BA (senneolitisk tid - slutten av steinalderen 08 bronsealder). 'The
decomposed turf in test pit #1 is interpreted to be a possibly undisturbed
portion of this phase of activity.

The underlying dark brown sand horizon is interpreted as an undisturbed
deposit. However, the artefact content of this horizon varies between the
‘test pits. The presence of high quality flint and an absence of earlier stone
age elements in test pits #4, #3 and #6 suggests relation to the LN/BA phase
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proposed above. Conversely, in test pit # 1 in the south-east corner of the
locality, the presence of mylonite in this horizon suggests the existence of a
limited extent of an older undisturbed cultural deposit dating to the
Mesolithic (eldre steinalder} or EN (tidlig yngre steinalder), although this
horizon most likely relates to the MNA or MNB phases (fo pdfplgende
perioder i midten av yndre steinalder) addressed below.

Along the northern edge of the locality, in the small valley running down to
the shoreline, an area containing preserved culture layer was discovered.
This culture layer extended over an aread of at least 100 m? as determined
by test pits and soil probe investigations. Note that the northern extent of
the locality, and thereby the extent of the preserved culture layer, could not
be determined. The stratigraphic sequence of the area with preserved
culture layer, as illustrated by test pit #3, was as follows:

4 to 10 cm turf/topsoil

_ 10 to 18 cm agricultural disturbance

12 to 20 cm black sandy charcoal rich culture layer with many fire
cracked rocks

sterile sand/gravel

!

Recent historic artefacts were recovered from the agriculturally disturbed
sone. Prehistoric artefacts were recovered from both the agriculturally
disturbed zone and the culture layer. The culture layer is interpreted to be
in- primary context. Based on the elevation of this area above sea level and a
comparison of the frequencies of raw material with the results of the
Skatestraumen project a MNB/LN (siste del av midten av yngresteinalder 08
sen yngre steinalder) age is suggested. Radio-carbon age determination of a
charcoal sample extracted from the bottom 5 c¢m of the culture layer yielded
a slightly earlier date than this, that of 4650 +/- 90 BP (Beta-100197),
indicating occupation during the MNA (ferste del av midten av yngre
steinalder) period. This disparity between the age estimates of the culture
layer are considered to reflect the existence of (at least) two phases within
the culture layer and that potential stratigraphic differences between these
phases were not observed while excavating the test pit. Tt is likely that the
MNA phase of occupation is centred to the north in the area that was not
investigated and that test pit #3 intersected only it's outermost fringe. If
this is so, it would explain the lack of artefacts characteristic of MNA (i.e.
that they arc in fact present to the north but are rare to absent in the fringe
zone in the vicinity of test pit #3). It is noted that this pattern of a radio-
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carbon determinations to MNA on localities otherwise dated to MNB has been
observed on other localities in the Skatestraumen region.

I TYPE FL [orzQrzr]oc [ My [ PU | SL | SS | BO ] OH 1 O5 SUM
MICRO BLADE 0o | o i o loloJolojol]oy4ol]!
DEBRIS FROM o | o 0 ptolo T 1lolo o] o}t
GROUND ARTEFACT
FLAKES ol 1z 1 240] 2 |22 0 [1al s [0 [ 8 ]161359
OTHER CORE WITH 0| o 1 o Llolo|Joflolo]olbtol?1
ONE PLATFORM
BIPOLAR CORE 2 | o 2 o lololololojo] o 4
OTHER CORE 110 1 o lolololololol]ole?2
GROUND KNIFE o | o 0 o lolo o] t]|]o]|ojo]|!l
("PLATEKNIV")

RETOUCHEDFLAKES | 2 | © 0 o loloJolojojolo}l?2
PUMICE (WITHOUT o | 0 0 o ol 2z lolof[o]o]o]l?2
GROOVES)

OTHER o | o 0 0o | 010 T 1o 5 1to]o1ls
SUM 251 12 | 245] 2 | 220 2 {161 6 1 5 g | 16 [379

Artefact overview, Loc. IT Rugsund
FL=flint, QTZ=quartz, QTZT=quartzite, QC=quartz crystal, MY=mylonite, PU=pumice,
SL=slate, SS=sandstone, BO=bone, OH=other struck material, OS=other soft material,

Evaluation

As stated earlier, Loc. I and Loc. II Rugsund are interpreted o be a single
multi-component locality extending over an area of at least 3200 m2. The
phases interpreted to be represented range from:

MNA (4650 +/- 90 BP Beta-100197)

MNB/LN (reliable date based on raw material freq.)
LN/BA (limited data available)

BA/IA (limited data available)

Medieval (limited data available)

The localities have been subject to extensive disturbance although several
areas with undisturbed cultural deposits were identified. Inasmuch as the
development is limited to areas which have already been totally disturbed,
which also have extremely low artefact densities, the culture-historical

impact of the road improvement is considered to be minimal. On this basis
no further archaeological investigation 18 considered necessary with regard

to the current development plans.



&

It is noted, however, that the areas with preserved prehistoric deposits are
of high culture-historical value. The occupation intensity here particularly in
the later phases appears greater than that found to be the case in the region
generally in the course of the Skatestraumen project investigations. The
investigation of such differences constitute very important contributions to
our understanding of prehistory. Thus potential future developments
impacting Loc. I and Loc. II Rugsund can be expected to require additional

archaeological investigation.
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Photo list:

GRAVNING Rugsund
Bremanger K.

Film 1, 100 ASA dias
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nr lok motiv sig dato

1 Rugsund,fra S siden, tatt mot N DNS 5-7-96

2 Rugsund,fra sundet, tatt mot N DNS 5-7-96

3 Rugsundsay, tatt fra Rugsund, tatt mot V. DNS 5-7-96

4 Rugsund, fra N siden, tatt mot S DNS 5-7-96

5 Rugsund, fra N siden, tatt mot S DNS 5-7-96

6 Rugsund handelssted, tatt mot V'] DNS 5-7-986

7 I og Il| Lok. Rugsund | og li, tait mot NG fra sigen DNS 5-7-96

8 It [ Lok. Rugsund Ii, tatt mot SV DNS 5-7-96

9 i1 | Lok. Rugsund I, tatt mot NV DNS 5-7-96

10 11 | Lok. Rugsund Il, tatt mot & DNS 5-7-96

11 I Lok. Rugsund Il, tatt mot N DNS 5-7-986

12 I Lok. Rugsund |, tatt mot N& DNS 5-7-96

13 | Lok. Rugsund |, tatt mot V DNS 5-7-96

14 1| Lok. Rugsund I, taft fra rygg meliom Rugsund | og Il DNS 5-7-96
tatt mot NV

156 I Lok. Rugsund |, S@ del, tait fra rygg mellom Rugsund | DNS 5-7-926
og |l, tatt mot S

16 | Lok. Rugsund |, V del, tatt fra rygg mellom Rugsund | og DNS 5-7-96
1, tatt mot SV

17 It |Lok. Rugsund il, rygg mellom Rugsund | og I, taft mot DNS 5-7-96
VsV

18 1 Lok. Rugsund |, tatt mot NV DNS 5-7-96
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