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RESULTS 

Participants: 12 high school classes, 223 pupils, 119 male and 104 female.  

210 students in general (academic) studies and 13 in vocational studies. 

 

For the questions with A and B variants, the participants were divided into two groups, and each half 

answered either A or B questions.  

Gender  

Study 

programme 

 

 

1. What do you think of when you hear or read “climate change”? 

Write down 3-5 words. 

 

Words with highest frequency: “global warming” (87), “CO2” (42), “pollution” (32), “melting ice” 

(25), “warm” (25), “temperature” (23), and “extreme weather” (21).  

 

2.  

A) What about climate change do you think is the most difficult to understand? 

a) The difference between changes in weather and changes in climate: 15 

b) The difference between natural variability and anthropogenic  climate change: 18 

c) The relationship between global climate change and local phenomena: 39 

d) Today’s emissions of greenhouse gases and their effect in 200 years: 31 

 

B) Many people find it difficult to decide what can or should be done to avoid anthropogenic 

climate change. Discuss and agree on three possible reasons why many find this difficult. 

Trends: 

• The individual has little to say in the global context 

• People do not wish to see changes to  their welfare/benefits/lifestyle 

• Lack of knowledge 

• Selfishness 

• Laziness 

• People do not believe in climate change 

 

 

 



 

3. To which extent do you agree/disagree with the following statements: 

 

I. “The traditionally rich nations have a responsibility to help poor countries reduce their 

emissions and adapt to climate change.” 

i. Agree: 52 

ii. Partly agree: 132 

iii. Neither agree nor disagree: 22 

iv. Partly disagree: 10 

v. Disagree: 6 

1 participant did not answer 

II. “We know that at least two-thirds of the world’s oil and coal must remain in the ground if 

we are to achieve the two degree target. Norway must ask itself: if we do not leave the oil 

outside Lofoten and Vesterålen in the ground, where should we leave it? 

i. Agree: 46 

ii. Partly agree: 45 

iii. Neither agree nor disagree: 93 

iv. Partly disagree: 13 

v. Disagree: 13 

13 participants did not answer 

III. The climate has always been changing, and will continue to do so in accordance with laws 

of nature that humans cannot control. 

i. Agree: 56 

ii. Partly agree: 64 

iii. Neither agree nor disagree: 35 

iv. Partly disagree: 53 

v. Disagree: 8 

7 participants did not answer 

4.  

A) CO2 emissions from the burning of oil are a major contributor to anthropogenic climate 

change, but the world needs energy and Norwegian oil production is cleaner than in many 

other countries. Should Norway, in your opinion, reduce, sustain or increase its oil 

production in a climate perspective? Give reasons for your answer. 

Reduce: 50 

Sustain: 39 

Increase: 8 

19 participants did not answer 

 



B) The world needs energy and Norwegian oil production is cleaner than in many other 

countries, but CO2 emissions from the burning of oil are a major contributor to 

anthropogenic climate change. Should Norway, in your opinion, reduce, sustain or increase 

its oil production in a climate perspective? Give reasons for your answer. 

Reduce: 67 

Sustain: 31 

Increase: 2 

10 participants did not answer 

5.  

A) What are your main sources of information about climate change? Rank the three main 

sources. 

Source 1:   Source 2:  Source 3: 

Internet: 26  Internet: 24  School: 22 

Media 26  School: 19  Internet: 12  

TV: 15    Media: 12  Newspapers: 11  

Newspapers: 11  TV: 11   TV: 9 

B) What are your main sources of information about climate change? Rank the three main 

sources. 

 

Newspapers  

Family  

Radio  

School  

Social 

media 

 

TV  

Friends  

 

 

 

The most important sources (Source 1)

Newspapers 13,4%

Family 2 %

Radio 2 %

School 9,2%

Social media 29,8%

TV 38,1%

Friends 5,1%



6. Study the two statements A and B below and consider how they differ in meaning: 

A) “The water level in Bergen could rise by up to 80 cm over the next century”. 

B) “The water level in Bergen will rise by up to 80 cm over the next century”. 

Interpretation: 

Understood the difference: 139 

Understood partly: 15 

Did not understand: 23 

Identified the difference, but offered no explanation: 30 

16 participants did not answer 

 

7. In climate science different words are used to describe degrees of certainty and uncertainty. One 

such word is “likely”, as used in this sentence: “It is likely that there has been anthropogenic 

warming of the earth over the last 50 years”. 

What percentage of certainty do you think that “likely” corresponds to? 

Please tick the answer you feel is the best fit. 

 

99-100 % 13 
90-100 % 32 
66-100 % 120 
33-66 % 35 
0-33 % 6 
0-10 % 4 
0-1 % 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8.   

 

A) Which picture do you think is most likely as an illustration of the future? 

Give reasons for your answer. 

 

Picture 1 – Ecological disaster: 35 

Picture 2 – Techno-fix: 73 

Picture 3 - Green future: 12 

12 participants did not answer 

 

More than one answer was allowed 

 

Free text responses:  

• Faith in technology and development of new technology 

• Technology makes it possible to retain benefits and welfare 

• Little faith, but hope for a “green future”  

• Ecological disaster is related to the emotion of fear and people’s selfishness 

 

B) Which picture do you find most motivating in order to do something that limits negative effects 

of climate change? 

Give reasons for your answer.   

 

 

Picture 1 – Ecological disaster: 42 

Picture 2 – Techno-fix: 36 

Picture 3 - Green future: 33 

8 participants did not answer 

More than one answer was allowed 

Free text responses:  

• Techno fix – “because we can make a difference”; maintaining living standards 

• Ecological disaster motivated by fear 

• Green future is related to happiness which is motivating 

• Motivation through information on how the future could be 

 

 



 

 

 


