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SNoW Book Launch and Seminar 2014

Invitation to
SNoW Book Launch and Seminar
Nordic Centre, Fudan University, Shanghai
6 June 2014: 09.00-12.00

Reshaping Welfare Institutions in China and the Nordic Countries

《重塑中国和北欧的福利制度》(Published in Chinese)
The book edited by Pauli Kettunen, Stein Kuhnle and Ren Yuan, Reshaping Welfare Institutions in China
and the Nordic Countries, published in Chinese by Fudan University Press (2014), will be presented at a
book launch which also include two keynote speeches on social policy challenges in China and the
world.
This is an open invitation to the presentation of the edited volume based on two seminars organized by
the Sino-Nordic Welfare Research network (SNoW), financed by NordForsk and the Nordic Council of
Ministers.

Programme
09.00-09.30:

Brief introduction and presentation of the book
- Presentation by a representative of Fudan University Press
- Editorial remarks:
- Professor Stein Kuhnle, University of Bergen, Director of SNoW
- Professor Pauli Kettunen, University of Helsinki
- Professor Ren Yuan, Fudan University
09.30-11.00: Keynotes speeches:
- Professor, Vice Dean Chen Youhua, Nanjing University:
“China’s Population Changes and Social Policy Reform”
- Professor Sven E.O. Hort, Seoul National University:
“Beyond the East Asian Model? The Welfare State in a Global Civilizing Process”
11.00-11.20: Coffee/tea break
12.00-13.00: Lunch reception
All attendants are invited to buy a copy of the book at a generous discount price and all attendants are
invited to a lunch reception after the book presentation and seminar.
Please register for this event by 2 June 2014 to Nordic Centre Programme
Officer Regina Wang: regina@nordiccentre.org or phone: (21) 6564 2267.
Please give your name, institution, email-address and inform whether
you will be present for the lunch buffet.
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SNoW 2014 Shanghai Conference

SNoW 2014 Shanghai Conference
Between Universality and Conditionality
Migration, Mobility, and Welfare Rights
Venue: Nordic Centre, Fudan University, Shanghai
28 – 29 November 2014
Labour migration and mobility is increasing in scope and importance in both Europe and China. This
development raises a number of challenges for welfare rights, social policy coordination and questions of
conditions for entitlements. One of the challenges is the transferability of welfare rights, another is the
issue of entitlements and conditionality, which are also accentuated by changes in the composition of the
population, e.g. ageing of the population; increasing number of beneficiaries in various social security
programmes, e.g. for unemployed and disabled people, and by the increasing cost of social policies or the
“welfare state”. In Europe, the Nordic countries are known for their comprehensive public welfare
provision and for their historical emphasis on the principles of universality and state responsibility, and the
issues of migration, integration and conditionality in general have moved up on the political agenda.
In China the urbanization degree increased from around 20 % in the 1980s to 53,7 % in 2013. A large-scale
rural-urban migration and population mobility has accompanied this rapid urbanization. In addition to 1720 million people with hukou-registration who migrate annually, the size of non-hukou migration, i.e. those
living in cities on a long-term basis (or even permanently), is huge. According to the population census in
2010, the size of the non-hukou migration in China is greater than 260 million people, of which 230 million
live in cities. Migration, population mobility and related reforms of welfare institutions will undoubtedly be
a big challenge during China’s social transition.
The Sino-Nordic Welfare Research Network (SNoW) invites you to
participate in the conference which will consist of three plenary keynote
speeches and two thematic workshops related to the developments and
challenges mentioned. The thematic workshops will be organized as
parallel sessions. You are invited to submit a paper proposal. The paper
should be linked to one of the two workshop topics planned. In order to
discuss these social policy issues there is a need to pay attention to the
language and concepts used among policy-makers and scholars. Thus,
papers examining migration and conditionality from this perspective are
also welcome. Workshop topics for parallel sessions:
1.Migration
2.Conditionality
The organizers aim at 6-8 papers per workshop.

Please provide the
following information:
- Title of paper
- Abstract (ca. 200 words)
- Proposed workshop
- Contact details
- Authors(s)
- affiliation
- postal address
- phone number
- e-mail address

Please send abstract and other information (as word or pdf attachment) to: stein.kuhnle@isp.uib.no;
klaus.petersen@hist.sdu.dk and yren@fudan.edu.cn (Ren Yuan)

Important dates:
Deadline for submitting paper proposal: 2 May 2014
Conference organizers will inform applicants by 15 May 2014
Deadline for paper submission: 1 November 2014
Conference program and general information: see next page
3

Subscribe

SNoW 2014 Shanghai Conference

SNoW 2014 Shanghai Conference
Between Universality and Conditionality
Migration, Mobility, and Welfare Rights
Venue: Nordic Centre, Fudan University, Shanghai
28 – 29 November 2014

Programme：
27 November: - Arrival
- 18:00 Reception dinner
28 November: - 08.45: Registration
- 09.00-09.45: Plenary Keynote Speech I:
Romana Careja, Researcher, University of Southern Denmark:
“Immigration and the Welfare State in Europe: Trends,
Challenges and Responses?”
- 09.45-10.30: Plenary Keynote Speech II:
Zhang Wenhong, Dean of School of Social Development, Shangahi University:
“Migrants, Citizenry and Welfare Policy Implications”
- 10.30-11.00: Coffee/tea break
- 11.00-12.00: General discussion
- 12.00-14.00: Lunch
- 14.00-17.00: Three parallel workshop sessions
- 18.30: Dinner
29 November: - 09.00-11.00: Three parallel workshop sessions
- 11.00-11.15: Coffee/tea break
- 11.15-12.00: Plenary Keynote Speech III:
Daniel Beland, Professor, University of Saskatchewan, Canada:
“Identity, Territoriality, and Social Policy”
- 12.00-12.20: General discussion
- 12.20-12.30: Summing up: End of conference
- 12.30-14.00: Lunch

General information:
• There is no registration fee.
• The organizers will cover dinners on 27 and 28 November, and lunches on 28 and 29 November.
• It is possible to apply for partial travel support from SNoW:
for Nordic participants up to 500 Euro; for Chinese participants up to CNY 2500.
The conference is open for non-Nordic/non-Chinese participants, but without an offer of travel support.
• Suggested accommodation: Crowne Plaza Hotel, Fudan: www.crowneplaza.cn (NB: note that there are
several Crowne Plaza hotels in Shanghai). Rooms will be offered at a discount prize for participants. More
information on this and other practicalities will be provided.
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Nordic books on welfare
Nordic social policy developments: presentation of recent publications
Tord Skogedal Lindén, Uni Research Rokkan Centre, Bergen, Norway
The NordWel Studies in Historical Welfare State Research constitute a valuable source for information and
insights on recent developments in Nordic social policy. Since 2011, the multidisciplinary network Nordic
Centre of Excellence NordWel has published six edited volumes with contributions from a wide range of social
policy experts (cf. http://blogs.helsinki.fi/nord-wel/ ). Here follows a brief overview of the contents of two of
the most recent publications.
Retrenchment or renewal? Welfare states in
the times of economic crisis, edited by
Guðmundur Jónsson and Kolbeinn Stefánson
(2013), is a timely contribution to the topic of
economic crisis and social policy in Nordic
countries. Numerous conferences and
seminars have taken issue with this topic over
the last few years, complementing research in
a field where we, perhaps surprisingly, still
have limited knowledge. The book provides
the reader with analyses of the impact of the
economic crisis, including not only expected
negative outcomes of retrenchment, but as
suggested by the book´s title, also possible
signs of renewal. This is of course a most
interesting question as the crisis has been
ongoing for quite some time, and these
questions have sparked several interesting
publications lately (see for instance v a n
Kersbergen, K., Vis, B. and Hemerijck, A., 2014,
“The Great Recession and Welfare State
Reform: Is Retrenchment Really the Only
Game Left in Town?” Social Policy &
Administration).
The book has 17 chapters written by a total of
20 contributors, and is divided in four parts
following an introduction chapter. The first
part addresses general questions regarding
economic crises and social policy. The second
part is on impact and responses. The third
part is devoted more specifically to the
importance of the crisis for gender issues. Part
four has the subtitle “Politics of
reconstruction”.

Migration is a topic of no less current interest than
economic crises. Heidi Vad Jønsson, Elizabeth Onasch,
Saara Pellander and Mats Wickström have edited the third
NordWel volume on Migrations and welfare states: Policies,
discourses and institution (2013). Public debate in the
Nordic as well as many other European countries
nowadays is concerned with the relation between
immigrants´ contributions and access to social rights, with
welfare/benefit tourism being one key topic regarding free
movement of workers and citizens across the EU (see for
instance Jurado and Brochman, eds., 2013, Europe's
Immigration Challenge: Reconciling Work, Welfare and
Mobility, I.B. Tauris). The authors of the book´s seven
chapters are concerned with the interdependence of
welfare and migration, and how the two influence each
other. They deal with different aspects of immigration,
including issues relating to both regulation (entrance
policies) and integration

Retrenchment or renewal and Migrations and welfare states does not have a strictly Nordic focus, and includes
non-Nordic countries such as the UK, US, New Zealand, Ireland and other West-European countries as well. For
the reader interested in Nordic social policy developments it would be interesting if all Nordic countries were
covered. On the other hand, the international comparative approach provides additional interesting
perspectives a strict focus on five rather similar countries could not deliver.
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Upcoming Events, New Publications on Chinese Welfare

Upcoming Events

collected by XU Jing

Symposium on Cutting-Edge Issues of Urbanization
in Great China
Urbanization is an important engine of China's future
economic growth and transformation. China's
urbanization is not only a part of the process of social
transformation, and will play an important role in
response to the current challenges in the transition
process. In order to promote research for new
urbanization, the CASS Institute of Economics and
"Economic Research" Editorial Department will jointly
organized the symposium at Chongqing Technology
and Business University on June 21, 2014.
http://www.erj.cn/cn/NewsInfo.aspx?m=201009131
03649077578&n=20140123104317200616

Global Social Science Conference 2014 - Social
Development Confronting Global Challenges: Action,
Policy, Planning And Social Work Interventions
The past decades have witnessed the emergence of
various kinds of global challenges. Reflecting upon
the global challenges and echoing the call for social
development by international social work
communities, the international conference will cover
researches on the following sub-themes: social
welfare and disadvantaged groups, diversities and
issues in Chinese communities, welfare regimes and
global challenges et cetera. On 10-12 April 2014, the
Global Social Sciences Conference will be hosted at
Hong Kong Baptist University.
http://sowk.hkbu.edu.hk/conference2014/index.html

2014 Annual Meeting of Chinese Sociology
The 2014 Annual Conference of Chinese sociology will
be held in Wuhan of Hubei province in mid-July. The
annual conference of Chinese Sociology is focused on
problems which are highly related to the
development issues of the country. The annual
meeting will still be in the form of discussion, all local
academic institutions, teaching institutions, and
professional committees may propose sub-forum
according to the theme of the annual meeting.
http://csa.cass.cn/news/728798.htm

Shanghai Forum 2014
Shanghai Forum 2014 will be staged from May 24 to
May 26, 2014 in Shanghai. Based on the theme of
“Asia Transforms: Identifying New Dynamics”, there
will be several sub-forums including economic, policy,
society et cetera. And the sub-forum of policy will be
focused on “Policy Guidance for International
Metropolis Development: Innovation and Wisdom”,
“Upgrading Urbanization and the Future of Cities”
and “the Changing Labor Market in Asia”.
http://www.shanghaiforum.fudan.edu.cn/

New Publications on Chinese Welfare

collected by XU Jing

China Aging Development Report 2013
Yushao Wu (ed.)
Beijing, China: Social Sciences Academic Press
The book can be divided into two parts: the first is a
brief review of the analysis of 2012 China Aging
Development, while the sub-reports include deep
analysis from aging policies, pension and health
insurance business, aging services, elderly livable
environment, aging culture, age groups and social
management aspects, the process of aging legalization,
and scientific research on aging. Based on this analysis,
this book conducts a prediction to the development of
aging in 2013.
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New Publications on Chinese Welfare
Systematic Research on Medical Insurance System in the Process of
China’s Urbanization - Mode Selection and Effects Assessment
Hai Gu; Jiajia Li
Beijing, China: China Labour and Social Security Press
Based on the practical experience on balancing China’s urban and
rural health care system, this book aims to conduct both qualitative
and quantitative analysis on the problems which is related to public
policy reform and tries to put forward a workable reform framework
or system for China's urban and rural health care.
Poverty Reduction in Urban China: The Impact of
Cash Transfers
Alfred M. Wu and M. Ramesh
Social Policy and Society / Vol. 13/ No. 2 (2014), pp.
285-299
The objective of this article is to contribute to the
debate by empirically examining the povertyalleviation effects of one of the largest targeted
programmes in the world: the Minimum Living
Standard Assistance (MLSA) or Dibao in China. Using
newly available data on MLSA spending and a unique
panel survey dataset covering the 1993 to 2009
period, this research investigates the impact of the
MLSA on poverty alleviation. The analyses using
fixed-effects and random-effects logit models and
hierarchical liner models offer insights that go beyond
the existing studies on the subject. Findings from the
study confirm that targeted social protection
programmes
are
an
effective
tool
for
reducing poverty.
China: Facing a long-term care challenge on an
unprecedented scale
Glass, Anne P.; Gao, Yuan; Luo, Jing
Global Public Health/ Volume 8/ Issue 6, 2013,
pp.725-738
Population ageing is occurring in China at a
breathtaking pace and rapidly becoming a major
public health issue. Due to the one-child policy,
rural/urban migration and other societal changes, the
family-dependent long-term care (LTC) of the past
will no longer suffice. Barely existent now, both
institutional and community-based services will need
to expand to meet the growing need. China is still at
an earlier stage in economic development and will be
challenged to build these services and train staff.
Furthermore, many elders are not yet covered by
financial and insurance support. This massive
demographic transition requires political efforts to
develop integrated and sustainable national LTC
systems.
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Multi-Level Modelling of the Factors That Influence
the Participation of Disabled Rural Individuals in
Social Medical Insurance in China
Ju Huang; Pan, Xi-Long; Ang Li
BMC Health Services Research/ February 2013, 13:58
This study aimed to analyze the factors influencing
the participation of disabled rural individuals in social
medical insurance, including contextual factors.
Based on data derived from the Second China
National Sample Survey on Disability, the results
showed that contextual factors including economic
and policy contexts were important factors
influencing their participation in social medical
insurance before 2006 in China. Unemployment,
severer disability degree and social isolation might
also prevent them from gaining equal access to social
medical insurance.
Globalization, Democratization and the Institutional
Transformation of Taiwan's Welfare Regime
Jen-Der Lue
Social Policy and Society / Volume 13 / Issue 02, 2014,
pp 275 – 284
This article takes Taiwan as a case study to explore
the role of social policy in the process of rapid
industrialization. It is argued that in the initial phase
of industrialization the productive component of
social policy was highlighted by the developmental
state to serve the goal of economic development.
Since the 1980s, social policy has been transformed
as a consequence of economic globalization and
domestic democratization. Social policy making since
the 1990s in Taiwan has shifted in emphasis from the
productive to the consumptive component. Finally,
three factors will be decisive in determining Taiwan's
social policy in the future: limited governmental
revenues, fiscal strain due the public debt problem
and the steering capacity of minority governments.
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New Publications on Chinese Welfare
Productive Ageing in China: Development of
Concepts and Policy Practice
Peng, Du; Fei, Wang
Ageing International/ March 2013/ Volume 38/ Issue
1, pp 4-14
This paper summarizes the development of the
concept of productive ageing in Chinese history and
its components. By referring to other related
concepts such as social participation among older
adults and active ageing, it supplements the
conceptual framework of productive ageing and
makes it more complete. This paper proposes that
the conceptual framework of productive ageing
includes not only the social and political participation
of older adults but also their contributions within
families. It asserts that older adults are the most
important part of productive ageing, as both the
agents and the beneficiaries, in achieving the
ultimate goal of harmonious development of
individual and social values.

Inequality of pension arrangements among different
segments of the labor force in China
Wu, Ling
Journal of Aging & Social Policy/ Volume 25/ Issue 2,
2013, pp.181-196
This paper aims to provide a general picture of
China's social security system for older people and to
argue that the inequality of pension arrangements
among different segments of the labor force is one of
the most conspicuous problems challenging the
Chinese government. Four unequal aspects of the
pension system concerning the financing resources
and pension levels are examined in this paper: (1)
unequal institutional arrangements among different
sectors, (2) unbalanced governmental expenditure in
pension provision, (3) an increasing gap in pension
levels between urban and rural areas, and (4)
uncovered groups such as the unemployed and selfemployed.

Access to Social Insurance in Urban China: A Comparative Study of Rural-Urban and Urban-Urban Migrants in
Beijing
Zhiming Cheng; Ingrid Nielsen; Russell Smyth
Habitat International / Volume 41/ January 2014, Pages 243–252
This paper provides a new way of examining Chinese migrants' social insurance participation, by adopting a
framework that includes both rural-to-urban migrants and urban-to-urban migrants. The key findings are that
urban migrants are more likely to sign a labour contract than rural migrants; urban migrants have higher
participation rates in social insurance than rural migrants; having a labour contract has a greater impact
than hukou status in determining whether Beijing's floating population accesses social insurance; and urban
migrants who have signed a labour contract have higher participation rates in social insurance than either rural
migrants or urban migrants without a labour contract.
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New Publications on Chinese Welfare

King-Lun Ngok and Genghua Huang:
“Policy Paradigm Shift and the Changing Role of the
State: The Development of Social Policy in China since
2003”
Social Policy and Society / Volume 13 / Issue 02 /
April 2014, pp 251 - 261
Since 2003 the rapid development of China’s social
policy has aroused much academic interest. This
research places the development of social policy in
China’s political and economic context, focusing on
the changing role of the state in making and
implementing social policy. Based on the policy
paradigm theory, this article builds up a framework to
analyse the shift of social policy paradigms in postMao China, examining the changing role of the
Chinese state in social welfare and social
development. It argues that China’s latest round of
social policy expansion was driven by the social
problems accumulated during the economic reforms,
with change triggered by the SARS crisis, and its
shape finally determined by the central political
leadership led by Hu Jintao and Wen Jiabao in a topdown manner.
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King-Lun Ngok：
"The Transition of Social Protection in China" (chapter
3), in James Midgley and David Piachaud
(eds.): Social Protection, Economic Growth and Social
Change. Goals, Issues and Trajectories in China, India,
Brazil and South Africa.
(London, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing 2013).
Abstract: This chapter intends to examine the
evolution of the social protection system in the
People’s Republic of China (PRC). In doing so, the
development of social protection in China is roughly
divided into two stages: pre-reform (1949-1978) and
post-reform (since 1978). During the pre-reform
stage, China developed a dualistic collective-based
social protection system which offered differential
treatment to rural and urban residents through work
units and rural communes. The post-reform period
has witnessed the decline of collective-based social
protection in the 1980s and the early 1990s, the
formation of social insurance-based social protection
in the 1990s, and the expansion of social protection
since 2002. It is argued that although China’s social
protection has been undergoing rapid expansion
since the dawn of the 21st century, social citizenship
has not become a policy issue in the development of
social protection. How to develop a unified social
protection system based on the principle of universal
social rights is still a dream for the Chinese people.
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MSc programme

New international MSc in Social Sciences in
Comparative Public Policy and Welfare Studies
at the University of Southern Denmark,
Odense, Denmark
Why are some societies more unequal than others? How can we explain high levels of unemployment and
soaring budget deficits? Why do women participate in the labour market in some countries, but largely stay at
home in others? Why do health care and other public services differ in their quality across developed societies?
The answers to these questions are all related to the welfare state.
The development of the modern welfare state has profoundly transformed societies in the 20th century. In the
Western World, it has laid the foundation for peace and stability and helped to establish fundamental principles
such as gender equality and social mobility. More recently, Asian and Latin American countries have embraced
the concept and developed ambitious welfare state programmes.
Hence, all over the world welfare states fundamentally shape the functioning of societies. At the same time,
they are subject to intense political conflict and exposed to multiple pressures for change. Understanding the
roots of the modern welfare state as well as its effects and main challenges therefore is essential in learning
about the future of societies. This is the knowledge we provide our students with.
The two-year MSc in Social Sciences in Comparative
Public Policy and Welfare Studies is linked directly
with current global and national challenges, such as
ageing populations, changing family models, and
economic crises. It provides you with a high level of
skills and competences that will enable you to
contribute to the development of sustainable and
democratically legitimate solutions to such
challenges. You will be an attractive candidate to
multiple international and national agencies as well
as to governments. You will be involved in
developing policy analysis and in devising policy
solutions to attempt to achieve economic equity
together with social justice.
Information on the programme can be found in
this leaflet:
http://www.e-pages.dk/syddanskuniversitet/172/

For further information about the programme
Comparative Public Policy and Welfare Studies
please contact the student advisors:
Nick Rehmeier Jensen & Katharina Hill
e-mail: fvlwelfare@sam.sdu.dk
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For questions about the academic content, please
contact:
Assistant Professor Romana Careja
e-mail : rca@sam.sdu.dk
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