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Abstract 

In my master’s project, I aim to apply material agency theory and psychoanalysis to the study of 
ancient Greek and Roman art. Although these approaches are quite different in nature, I believe 
there are points of intersection that can provide a deeper and more intimate understanding of 
Greco-Roman art. I argue that the concept of the gaze serves as such an intersection, as both 

theoretical frameworks assign agency and power to the act of looking and being looked at. 

I will engage with the work of anthropologist and sociologist Bruno Latour, anthropologist Alfred 
Gell, and philosopher and political theorist Jane Bennett, all of whom have been pivotal in shaping 

the idea that objects possess agency, much like humans, and play a significant role in social 
networks. Additionally, I will explore the psychoanalytic theory of Jacques Lacan, specifically his 

concept of the Gaze, which examines the relationship between the artist, viewer, and artwork, and 
how art "looks back" at the viewer. This, I argue, is where psychoanalysis and material agency 

converge. 

Although these theories are relatively modern, I will demonstrate their relevance to antiquity by 
discussing Greco-Roman philosophers and the tactile function of sight. Through the combined lenses 

of gaze, material agency, and psychoanalysis, I will examine divine images such as the Braschi 
Antinous and other posthumous depictions of the deified and immortalized Antinous, the lover of 

Emperor Hadrian. 
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