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Category

Content

Course Code

Ph.D.-level
Subject-specific topic: Inclusion and diversity. Fundamental questions to be asked

Course Title
ECTS Credits

Inclusion and diversity. Fundamental questions to be asked. at Ph.D.-level
2 ECTS. Partcipation 1 day (8 hours), reading of course literature and submitting a course report (2500-3000
words)

Level of Study

Ph.D.

Full-time/Part-time

Part-time

Language of Instruction

English

Semester

Spring/Fall semester

Place of Instruction

NLA University College, Sandviken, Bergen
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Content
Advanced level on the topic of inclusion and diversity at Ph.D. level:
• Diversity
• Inclusive education
• Intercultural education
• Disability theory
• Intercultural paradigm
Main learning objectives
The main course goal is to introduce Ph.D. students to some fundamental questions within the inclusion and
diversity debate in contemporary research and develop their understanding of some main controversies in
education.
More specifically, the Ph.D. students will develop their understanding of different approaches to the
phenomenon of disability and how the diversity debate relates to the special case of disability regarding
inclusion. Likewise, the Ph.D. students will develop their comprehension of how the intercultural issue pertain
to inclusive education and shed light on the concept of inclusion compared to the contribution from special
education. The students also will reflect on the intercultural paradigm, its content and outlines in times of
climate change. In addition, the course aims to develop the Ph.D. students’ abilities and knowledge for posing
fundamental questions in the field of inclusion and diversity and examine issues at stake in this research field
from the perspectives of intercultural and special education.
After completing the course, the Ph.D. students will have general knowledge about:
Knowledge of the research fields: disability studies in education, inclusive education in relation to diversity
and the special case of disability, intercultural issues regarding inclusion in a society characterised by
ethnic tensions and populism and where cultural diversity also is approached through climate change and
biodiversity.
Fundamental questions within the field of intercultural and special education about conditions for good
existence for humans and non-humans in a shared world.

After completing the course, the Ph.D. student will have specific knowledge about:
How to recognise and examine controversies in the research fields concerning diversity and inclusion
within the topics of disability and intercultural education.
How to interpret understandings of diversity, disability, interculturality and inclusion in relation to various
research traditions.
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How to raise fundamental questions pertaining to the issue of diversity and inclusive education regarding
the special case of disability and intercultural education.
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By completing the course, the Ph.D. students will have completed the following learning aims, which are here
defined as knowledge, skills, and general competence:
Knowledge:
The student will have knowledge about different interpretations of diversity regarding the special case of
disability and intercultural education in relation to the issue of inclusive education. The student will be
familiar with some controversies in these research fields and have knowledge of which fundamental questions
that are asked in the field and will have knowledge of critical questions that still has to be posed in the
research literature.
Skills:
The student will be able to identity various controversies in the contemporary debate on diversity and
inclusive education in an independent way and recognize which fundamental issues are at stake.
General competence:
The student will be able to develop an original problem statement, regarding fundamental questions within
the field of diversity and inclusive education in relation to the contemporary debates in the field.

Required Previous Knowledge

Master’s degree within disciplines relevant to pedagogy, educational research.

Recommended previous
Knowledge

Should know about the research fields of special education, intercultural education, inclusive education and
philosophy of education from Bachelor- and Master’s level

Credit Reduction due to Course
Overlap

None
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Is the course open or reserved for
students enrolled in particular
programmes?

The course is open for students at Ph.D.-level

Teaching Methods and Extent of
Organized Teaching

Teaching will be organized as lectures and discussions groups at the NLA University College.

Compulsory Assignments and
Attendance

2 ECTS. Partcipation 1 day (8 hours), reading of course literature and submitting a course report (2500-3000
words highlighting fundamental challenges raised in the reading list.

Forms of Assessment

The assessment criteria at the Faculty of Psychology will be used.
Pass or fail
2 ECTS. Partcipation 1 day (8 hours), reading of course literature and submitting a course report (2500-3000
words highlighting fundamental challenges raised in the reading list.
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Examination Support Material

All forms of examination support materials are allowed

Grading Scale

Pass or fail
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2 ECTS. Partcipation 1 day (8 hours), reading of course literature and submitting a course report (2500-3000
words highlighting fundamental challenges raised in the reading list.

Assessment Semester

Spring/Fall
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