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Current Position: Associate Professor in Social Anthropology, Department of Social

Anthropology, University of Bergen, Norway.

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Transitions to democracy (post-communist societies), ethnic conflict, radical social change,

societies at war, war crimes and post-war reconstruction and reconciliation, nationalism, religion,

Muslim societies, Muslim minorities, practiced Islam, public anthropology and the ethnography of South-Eastern Europe and Eurasia.

Academic Career

University of Bergen: Undergraduate Studies. 1980-84

Subjects: French, Public Administration (Political Science), Social Anthropology (major)
University of London: The London School of Economics and Political Science: M.Sc. in

Social Anthropology, 1985-86, Ph.D. in Social Anthropology, 1988-1991.

University of Bergen: Temporary lectureship in social anthropology January 1991-June 1992.

Courses taught in general anthropology, political anthropology, gender studies, ethnicity and

nationalism, and the anthropology of Eastern Europe. Supervision of student projects in Eastern

Europe.

University of Cambridge: Visiting Academic, Department of Social Anthropology and King's

College. September 1992 - February 1994.

University of Bergen: Associate professor in Social Anthropology. February 1994 - August

2001. (Leave of absence January-September 1995 and June 1996-August 2001)

United States Institute of Peace: Guest Scholar. October 1999- May 2000

Georgetown University, Washington D.C: Visiting Academic, January-June 2003.

Christian Michelsen Institute for Development and Human Rights: Senior Researcher,

August 2001 –2005 (leave of absence from September 2003 to September 2004).
University of Bergen: Associate professor in Social Anthropology, 2005- to present.
Organizing and teaching these courses on BA and MA levels: “State, culture and identity”; “Power and ideology: political regimes, dominance and violence.”: “Power and its disguises”; “Anthropological knowledge and ethnographic practice”;” Islam and Muslim Societies in the Balkans”. I am supervising both Master degree and Ph.D. students. (Some examples of topics are: “Latino identity in the US”, “NGOs and local participation in Bosnia-Herzegovina”, “The new Serbian power elite in the Serbian ruled part of Bosnia-Herzegovina”, “Irregular immigrants in Norway”, “National identity in Ukraine”, “State, religion and identity in the North West Caucasus”, “Russia, Ethnic relations and nationalism in Uzbekistan”, “Russian- Chinese social interaction in a Russian border-town”, “Reconciliation in Rwanda after the Genocide”, “Stateless women in Kyrgyzstan”, “A Dagestani border community in Georgia”, “New Islam’ among Chechens in Georgia”, “Georgia-Turkey border communities”.
Harvard University: Visiting Academic at the Department of Social Anthropology. September

2008- July 2009.

PUBLICATIONS

Monograph

Being Muslim the Bosnian Way: Identity and Community in a Central Bosnian Village, Princeton

University Press, 1995.

Biti musliman na bosanski nacin: identitet i zajednica u jednom srednjobosanskog selu, Sarajevo:

Biblioteka Dani, 1997. (Bosnian language edition of Being Muslims the Bosnian Way, translated

by Senada Kreso)

-2nd.ed with a new introduction, Sarajevo: Sahinpasic books, 2008

Edited volumes

-with Hege Toje. Eurasian Borderlands: Spatializing Borders in the Aftermath of State Collapse, Palgrave Macmillan, forthcoming 2016
-with Synnøve Bendixsen. Engaged Anthropology: Views from Scandinavia, Palgrave Macmillan, forthcoming 2016
Refereed book chapters and articles 
“Seeking Blessing and Earning Merit: Muslim Sojourners in Bosnia-Herzegovina.”

-with David Henig. In Natvig, Richard and Ingvild Flaskerud eds, Muslim Pilgrimage in Europe, Farnham, UK: Ashgate Publishing, forthcoming.
"Returning Home: Reconstruction and Reconciliation in Post-War Bosnia-Herzegovina". In

Roads to Reconciliation, (p.187-201). eds., Gloppen, Siri, Elin Skar and Astri Suhrke, Lanham:

Lexington Books. 2005.

“Haunted by the Imaginations of the Past: Robert Kaplan’s Balkan Ghosts” In Catherine

Besteman, Hugh Gusterson eds.. Why America’s Top Pundits Are Wrong: Anthropologists Talk

Back (p.60-82). California Series in Public Anthropology, 13, University of California Press,

2005

“The Peaceful Death of Tito and the Violent Destruction of Yugoslavia”, in John Borneman, ed.,

Death of the Father: An Anthropology of the End in Political Authority (p.148-201). London:

Berghanh Books, 2004.

“Averted Gaze: Genocide in Bosnia-Herzegovina 1992-1995". In Alex Hinton, ed., Annihilating

Difference: The Anthropology of Genocide (p.194-271). Berkeley: University of California Press,

2002.
“Islam and the Quest for a National Identity in Bosnia.” In Maya Shaztmiller, ed., Islam and

Bosnia (p. 24-35). Montreal: McGill- Queen’s University Press, 2002

“The Bosnian Muslims/The Bosniaks”. In Human Relations Area Files and In Encyclopedia of

World Cultures. New Haven, Yale University, 1996 and 2001.

Book reviews
Book Review of “Sarajevo: A Bosnian Caledioscope” by Fran Markowitz. Ethnos (in press)

Book Review of “Medjugorje: Religion, Politics and Violence in Rural Bosnia” by Mart Bax. The

American Ethnologist, vol 24, number 1, February 1997.

“Book Review of Sociology after Bosnia and Kosovo” by Keith Doubt. Slavic Review, vol. 62 no.1, spring 2003 (p168-170)

Documentary Films

We are all Neighbours, Disappearing World: War Triology (Bosnia)

Granada Television 1993. Director Debbie Christie and Anthropologist Tone Bringa.

Returning Home: the Revival of a Bosnian Village. Tone Bringa and Peter Loizos in cooperation

with Saga Film and Video, Sarajevo 2001.

Seminar and Conference Papers (short list)

“After ethnic cleansing: Spatial practices and the naturalizing of ethnic boundaries” presented at the workshop “Ontologizing Difference: De –and re-naturalizing boundaries”, Bergen 19-20 January, 2015 

“From the Warzone to the Courtroom: The Anthropologist as Witness” presented for the panel “Engaging Anthropology: Experiences from Scandinavia” at the American Anthropological Association 113th Annual meeting in Washington D.C, December 3-7, 2014.
“Imagined Geographies, Contested Belongings and the Making of new Borderlands.” Presented at the ASEEES (Association for Slavic, East European, & Eurasian Studies) joint regional conference, Nazarbayev University, Astana, Kazakhstan, 22-24 May, 2014
“Seeking Blessing and Earning Merit: Muslim sojourners in Bosnia-Herzegovina” presented (with David Henig) at the conference “Muslim Pilgrimage in Europe” organized by Center for Middle East and Islamic Studies, University of Bergen, October 2013

“Bosnia, a Borderland”. St.Antony's College, and the Department of Russian and

East European Studies, Oxford University, February 2012.

 “Celebration and Mourning; Shrines and Memorials: The Sacred Landscape of Bosnia’s
Muslims.” Department of Social Anthropology, Harvard University, February 2009; Department

of Social Anthropology, University of Oslo, September 2009.

“Ethnographic research in the service of tolerance and a multiethnic society” presented at the

conference, “Ethnology Meets Museum” organized by the Zemaljski Muzej in Sarajevo, Bosnia

and Herzegovina, June 2005.

“War and reconciliation in a Bosnian Village” (with presentation of two ethnographic films)

Colloquim of Intercultural Dialogue, The Caucasian House, Tbilisi, Georgia, June, 2005

“House and identity in Bosnia”, presented at the conference “House: loss, refuge and

belonging”at the University of Trondheim, Norway (NTNU), September, 2004.

“Anthropological Perspectives on the war in Bosnia”. Presentation given for the Europe program

at the United States Foreign Service Institute, January 2000 and also at the National Defense

University in Washington D.C.

“Ten years after Communism in Bosnia-Herzegovina”. Lecture given at the Center for Euroasian,

Russian and East European Studies at Georgetown University, March 2000.

“Bosnia-Herzegovina: What lessons can be learnt for conflict resolution in multiethnic

societies?” Presentation given at the Moscow Symposium on Conflicts in Multiethnic Societies.

Held jointly by the US and Russian Academies of Science in Moscow, December 2000.

“Returning Home: Revival of a ethnically mixed community in Bosnia”, presentation given at

the Watson Institute for International Studies at Brown University, USA, March, 2003.

“Reconciliation and Reconstruction after Violent Conflict in Bosnia”.

International Institute, University of Michigan, March 22, 2004.

“Do Non-Nationalists Have a Future in Bosnia?”, United States Institute of Peace, May, 2003.

“Being Muslim and European in Bosnian”. Presentation at the conference, East and West: the

experience of Islam in an expanding Europe. The Center for European Studies, University of

Wisconsin-Madison. March 2004

In addition, I have given numerous talks and seminars in Europe and the US to representatives of

NGO’s, aid workers, journalists, government employees and students working with refugees, conflict-management and post-war reconstruction in the former Yugoslavia and beyond.

SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS AND APPOINTMENTS

2012-2015 Norwegian Research Council Research Grant for Eurasian Borderlands project

2004-2006 Norwegian Research Council Grant

2000-01 United States Institute of Peace. Research Grant
2000 The University of Bergen, Fredrik Meltzer’s Research Grant

1999 The London School of Economics, Nordic Academic Exchange Fund Grant

1992-94 Norwegian Research Council Postdoctoral Fellowship

1990 The Radcliffe-Brown Memorial Fund Award

1989 London School of Economics, LSE Graduate Studentship.

1988-89 The Bristish Council Postgraduate Studentship

1986-87 Yugoslav Government Scholarship.

1986 Yugoslav Government Grant.

AWARDS

The ethnographic documentary We are all Neighbours, has received the following awards:

The International Emmy for best documentary in 1993 (New York), and the Royal

Anthropological Institute Award for best ethnographic documentary in the period 1992-1994.

The book Being Muslim the Bosnian Way was selected for the CHOICE list (USA) of

Outstanding Academic Books for 1996.

OTHER EXPERIENCE

Political and Policy Analyst for the Special Representative of the Secretary General for the UN

Peacekeeping operations in the former Yugoslavia, based in Zagreb, Croatia, February 1995-

August 1995. During this period I wrote several papers analyzing the political situation in

Bosnia-Herzegovina and assessed the consequences of various lines of action for the UN.

Expert witness to the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) in The

Hague.

Administrative experience

Head of Teaching, Department of Social Anthropology, University of Bergen, 2011-2014 (five semesters)
Deputy Head of Department of Social Anthropology, UiB (2005 and 2006), including one semester as acting head.

Other Professional Activities

Research Director of the project: “Eurasian Borderlands”, funded by the Norwegian Research Council (October 2012-October 2015)

Faculty Member, “Anthropological Approaches to Religion and Secularism”, Regional Seminar on Excellence in Teaching, OSI/HESP, 2010-2013. 

Pre-publishing referee on journal articles and book manuscripts about the Balkans and on Islam and Muslim societies in Eurasia for numerous academic journals and for academic publishers such as Pennsylvania University Press, Princeton University Press, Cornell University Press and California University Press.
