
 

 

Curriculum vitae with track record 
 
 
PERSONAL INFORMATION 
Family name, First name: Karlsen, Jan Reinert 
Date of birth: 22.09.1974 
Sex: M 
Nationality: Norway 
URL for personal web site:  http://www.uib.no/en/persons/Jan.Reinert.Karlsen  
 
EDUCATION 
2011 Ph.D.: Disputation date: 21.06.2011. 
 Faculty of medicine, Center for medical ethics, Institute of health and society, University of 

Oslo, Norway 
2003  Cand. Philol. 
 Faculty of humanities, Department of philosophy, University of Bergen, Norway 
   
CURRENT AND PREVIOUS POSITIONS 
2010- Associate professor, Faculty of humanities, Centre for the study of the sciences and the 

humanities, University of Bergen, Norway 
2006-2010  Researcher, Faculty of medicine, Center for medical ethics, Institute of health and society, 

University of Oslo, Norway 
2004-2006  Ph.D. candidate, Faculty of medicine, Center for medical ethics, Institute of health and 

society, University of Oslo, Norway 
2003-2003  Assistant professor, Faculty of humanities, Department of philosophy, University of 

Bergen, Norway 
1997-2002  Research assistant, Faculty of humanities, Department of philosophy, University of Bergen, 

Norway 
 
FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS  
2006 Genetic bio and dataBanking. Confidentiality and protection of data (GeneBanC) Funding: 

FP6/EC (STREP) Role: Researcher 
2003  Mapping the language of research-biobanks and health registries: From traditional 

biobanking to research biobanking. Funding: Research Council of Norway (FUGE). Role: 
Ph.D. candidate  

 
SUPERVISION OF GRADUATE STUDENTS AND RESEARCH FELLOWS 
2013-2018 1 PhD Candidate 
 Faculty of humanities, Centre for the study of the sciences and the humanities, University of 

Bergen, Norway 
2011-2012 1 Master Student 
 Faculty of humanities, Department of foreign languages, University of Bergen, Norway 
 
TEACHING ACTIVITIES  
2018 Coordinator, lecturer, and tutor – Topics: “Critical thinking”, “Interdisciplinary 

communication”, “Contextualising knowledge”, “Conceptions of the refugee”, and 
“Paradoxes in human rights thinking”, Major Issues in Research and Society: Displacing 
humanity: Knowledge status and options for action (VIT215), University of Bergen, 
Norway 

2018 Lecturer – Topics: “The concepts of health, illness, and suffering”, “Objectivity, cognitive 
processes, and brain images”, “Ethics and human biological material”, and “Research 
ethics”, PhD obligatory course in Research Design, Methods, Ethics and Philosophy of 
Science (PS901), Faculty of Psychology, University of Bergen, Norway 

2017 Coordinator, lecturer, and tutor – “Critical thinking”, “Interdisciplinary communication”, 
“Contextualising knowledge”, “Conceptions of the refugee”, and “Paradoxes in human 



 

 

rights thinking” Major Issues in Research and Society: Climate change: What do we 
know? What should we do? (VIT212) and Displacing humanity: Knowledge status and 
options for action (VIT215), University of Bergen, Norway 

2016 Coordinator, lecturer, and tutor – Topics: “Critical thinking”, “Interdisciplinary 
communication”, “Contextualising knowledge”, “Brain mapping”, Life’s consciousness”, 
Post normal science”, Major Issues in Research and Society: The human being: Nature 
and culture (VIT210) and Climate change: What do we know? What should we do? 
(VIT212), University of Bergen, Norway 

2016 Lecturer – Topic: “Normative positions in reasoning”, PhD obligatory course in Research 
Design, Methods, Ethics and Philosophy of Science (PS901), Faculty of Psychology, 
University of Bergen, Norway 

2015 Coordinator, lecturer, and tutor – Topics: “Critical thinking”, “Interdisciplinary 
communication”, “Contextualising knowledge”, “Brain mapping”, Life’s consciousness”, 
Post normal science”, “The two cultures”, “Principle-based ethics”, ”, “Obesity, ethics , 
and health”, Major Issues in Research and Society: The human begin: Nature and culture 
(VIT210), Global health: Ethics, politics, and human rights (VIT211), and Climate 
change: What do we know? What should we do? (VIT212) and The many cultures at the 
university (VIT213), University of Bergen, Norway 

2015 Lecturer – Topic: “Is a science of suffering possible?”, PhD obligatory course in Research 
Design, Methods, Ethics and Philosophy of Science (PS901), Faculty of Psychology, 
University of Bergen, Norway 

2014 Coordinator, lecturer, and tutor – Topics: “Critical thinking”, “Interdisciplinary 
communication”, “Contextualising knowledge”, “Paradoxes of human rights”, Post 
normal science”, “The two cultures”, Major Issues in Research and Society: The 
Norwegian Constitution: What is it? How ought it to be? (VIT214) and Climate change: 
What do we know? What should we do? (VIT212), University of Bergen, Norway 

2013 Coordinator, lecturer, and tutor – Topics: “Critical thinking”, “Interdisciplinary 
communication”, “Contextualising knowledge”, “Normative positions in geneder 
research”, Post normal science”, “The categories of person and thing?”, Major Issues in 
Research and Society: The human being: Nature and culture (VIT210) and Climate 
change: What do we know? What should we do? (VIT212), and The Norwegian 
Constitution: What is it? How ought it to be? (VIT214), University of Bergen, Norway 

2012 Lecturer and coordinator for the theory of science part of the course: – Topics: “The 
science-society interface”, “hermeneutics”, “evidence-based practice”, “scientific objects 
and everyday experience”, PhD obligatory course in Research Design, Methods, Ethics and 
Philosophy of Science (PS901), Faculty of Psychology, University of Bergen, Norway 

2012 Coordinator, lecturer, and tutor – Topics: “Critical thinking”, “Interdisciplinary 
communication”, “Contextualising knowledge”, “The nature-nurture debate”, “The ethics 
of synthetic biology”, “Post normal science”, Major Issues in Research and Society: The 
human being: Nature and culture (VIT210), Global health: Ethics, politics, and human 
rights (VIT211), Climate change: What do we know? What should we do? (VIT212), and 
The many cultures at the university (VIT213), University of Bergen, Norway 

 
ORGANISATION OF SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS  
2016 International conference: “8th annual S.NET Meeting. The Co-Production of Emerging 

Bodies, Politics and Technologies” Roles: Organising committee and scientific committee. 
Venue: University of Bergen, Norway. Participants: 200 

2012  National conference: “Education for innovation? – The National Bildung conference”. 
Roles: Main organiser, program coordinator and chair for plenary sessions. Venue: 
University of Bergen, Norway. Participants: 120 

2011 National conference: “The future of the university – The National Bildung conference”. 
Occasion: The conference was the University of Bergen’s anniversary gift to the 
University of Oslo and part of its bicentennial anniversary program. Role: Main organiser 
(with professor Roger Strand) Venue: University of Oslo, Norway Participants: 200 

 
INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
2018- Leader and co-founder of the research group, Epistemology laboratory (EpiLab), University 



 

 

of Bergen, Norway 
2016- Leader of the research group, Theory of science, University of Bergen, Norway 
2010-  Academic coordinator of the undergraduate course portfolio, Major Issues in Research and 

Society (subjects codes: VIT210-VIT215), University of Bergen, Norway 
 
COMMISSIONS OF TRUST 
2014-2015 Innovation and entrepreneurship in education, academic member of the committee, 

University of Bergen, Norway 
2013-2015 Bergen Research Summer School, board member of the steering committee, University of 

Bergen, Norway 
2012- The student society of Bergen’s Extended Council, honorary advisor of the council, The 

student society of Bergen, Norway 
2011-2014  Forum for science and democracy, member of the organising committee, University of 

Bergen, Norway 
2011-2013  The Bildung Committee at the University of Bergen, leader of the committee, University of 

Bergen, Norway 
2010-2012  The National Bildung Committee for Higher Education II. Secretary of the committee, civic 

initiative supported by University of Oslo, University of Bergen, and Nord University, 
Norway 

 
MEMBERSHIPS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES 
2018- Member of Society for Philosophy of Science in Practice 
2016- Member of The Society for the Studies of New and Emerging Technologies (S.NET) 
 
MAJOR COLLABORATIONS 
2017- Development project: Teaching and Learning in the Digital Age (TALIDA) Funding: 

Norwegian Agency for Digital Learning in Higher Education. Coordinator: Department of 
education, University of Bergen, Norway. Role: Participant 

2017-2018 Norwegian-Russian Network: Science, Technology and Medicine - Global Challenges. 
Funding: Research Council of Norway. Coordinator: Centre for Technology, Innovation and 
Culture (TIK), University of Oslo, Norway. Role: Participant 

2012-2015  Network project: Humanities for policy development (HUMPOL). Funding: Research 
Council of Norway (2012) and Faculty of the humanities, University of Bergen (2015) 
Coordinator: Centre for the study of the sciences and the humanities, University of Bergen, 
Norway. Role: Steering group member. 

2009-2010  Round table: Nanomedicine ethical, regulatory, social and economic environment 
(NANOMED ROUND TABLE). Funding: EC/FP7. Coordinator, Technische Universiteit 
Delft, Netherlands. Role: Participant. 

2009  Research project: Consentenced to consent: DNA-testing, ethics and migration. Funding: 
Foundation Brocher. Coordinator: Center for medical ethics, University of Oslo, Norway. 
Role: Participant 

2007-2009  Research project: Genetic bio and dataBanking. Confidentiality and protection of data 
(GeneBanC) Funding: FP6/EC (STREP). Coordinator: Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, 
Belgium. Role: Researcher 

2005-2008 Network project: Human population genetics and public health: multidisciplinary analysis 
and international comparison of the normative contexts and practices (GenPos). Funding: 
Ministère délégué à la recherche, action concertée incitative internationalisation des sciences 
humaines. Coordinator: French Institute of Health and Medical Research (INSERM), France. 
Role: Participant  

2004-2007  Research project: Mapping the language of research-biobanks and health registries: From 
traditional biobanking to research biobanking. Funding: Research Council of Norway 
(FUGE). Coordinator: Center for medical ethics, University of Oslo, Norway. Role: Ph.D. 
candidate  

 
 
 
 



 

 

Track record 
 
 
SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS 
 
Karlsen, JR; Müftüoglu, IB; Slaattelid, RT. Studiebarometeret som kunnskapsform og samfunnsfenomen. 
Nytt Norsk Tidsskrift 2017; Volum 1/2017(34) s. 7-19 
 
Karlsen, JR; Solbakk, JH. A waste of time: the problem of common morality in Principles of Biomedical 
Ethics. Journal of Medical Ethics 2011;37 p. 588-591 
 
Karlsen, JR; Solbakk, JH; Holm, S. Ethical Endgames: Broad Consent for Narrow Interests; Open Consent 
for Closed Minds. Cambridge Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics 2011;20(4) p. 572-583  
 
Karlsen, JR; Strand, R. Annexation of Life: The Biopolitics of Industrial Biology. In: Solbakk, JH; Holm, 
S; Hofmann, B. (eds.) The Ethics of Research Biobanking. Springer 2009 ISBN 978-0-387- 93871-4. p. 315-
329 
 
Karlsen, JR; Solbakk, JH; Strand, R. In the Ruins of Babel: Should Biobank Regulations be Harmonized? 
In: Solbakk, JH; Holm, S; Hofmann, B. (eds.) The Ethics of Research Biobanking. Springer 2009 ISBN 978-
0-387-93871-4. p. 337-349 
 
Karlsen, JR; Strand, R; Solbakk, JH. Life at all costs: European precautionary policies on 
xenotransplantation. International Journal of Risk Assessment and Management 2009;12(1) p. 35-47 
 
Karlsen, JR; Strand, R. The Ethical Topography of Research Biobanking. In: Ethics, Law and Society 
Volume IV. Ashgate 2009 ISBN 978-0-7546-7646-1. p. 127-148  
 
Karlsen, JR; De Faria, PL; Solbakk, JH. To know the value of everything: a critical commentary to B. 
Björkman and S.O. Hansson's 'Bodily rights and property rights'. Journal of Medical Ethics 2006;(32) p. 215-
219 
 
 
PUBLIC DEBATE 
 
Karlsen, JR; Osnes, B. Hjernen gjør motstand. Le Monde diplomatique, 5. oktober 2017 
 
Karlsen, JR; Müftüoglu, IB; Slaattelid, RT. Studentenes stemme? Morgenbladet, 10. mars 2017 
 
Müftüoglu, IB; Karlsen, JR; Slaattelid, RT. Svar til Skodvin. Morgenbladet, 24. mars 2017   
 
Slaattelid, RT; Müftüoglu, IB; Karlsen, JR. Hva vet vi om humaniora? Morgenbladet, 27. mai 2016   
 
Slaattelid, RT; Müftüoglu, IB; Karlsen, JR.  Tull om humaniora. Dagens næringsliv, 12. mai 2016 
 
Rommetveit, K; Karlsen, JR. Personvernet ofres. Dagens næringsliv, 14. mars 2013   
 
Rommetveit, K; Strand, R; Karlsen, JR. Gode helseregistre på avveier. Morgenbladet, 7. juni 2012 
 
 
PRICES AND NOMINATIONS 
 
2016  Fantastic educators, finalist in national competition, Morgenbladet, Oslo, Norway 
2011 Best learning environment, educational prize for Major issues in research and society 

(together with professor Roger Strand), University of Bergen, Norway 
 


