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Current Position:   Professor, Department of Philosophy



          University of Bergen, Norway               

Education:
B.A. Biochemistry, U.C. Berkeley, 1985



B.A. Philosophy, San Francisco State, 1992



M.A. Philosophy, University of Virginia, 1996



Thesis: Kant’s Method in the Metaphysical Deduction



Ph.D. Philosophy, University of Virginia, 2002
Dissertation:
The Moral Dimension of Wittgenstein’s Writing
Cora Diamond, Advisor

AOS:

Wittgenstein 

Skepticism 
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AOC:

Ethics





Existentialism

  

Applied Ethics



Heidegger
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Nietzsche



Metaphysics




Kant






Epistemology


  

Modern Philosophy








American Philosophy


Positions:
Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy 2007- 2015
Held

University of Bergen, Norway 

Post-Doctoral Fellow, 2005-2007

University of Trondheim, Norway  


University Lecturer, 2002-2004

 

University of Bergen, Norway

                        Adjunct Instructor, 2001-2002 

University of Bergen, Norway


Instructor, Summers 1995-2002 


Johns Hopkins University, Center for Talented Youth

Teaching Assistant and Instructor 1993-1997, 2000-2001



University of Virginia 
Publications:           Books – 
Towards a Philosophical Anthropology of Naturalism: Naturalism, Relativism, and Skepticism  (New York: Routledge, 2021)

(Co-editor with Thomas Raleigh) Wittgenstein and Naturalism


(New York: Routledge, 2018)
          Co-editor with Martin Gustafsson and Thomas Schwarz-Wenzer

          Finite but Unbounded: New Essays in Philosophical Anthropology    

          Berlin Studies in Knowledge Research, (Berlin: de Gruyter, 2017)
           
          The Fate of Wonder: Wittgenstein’s Critique of Metaphysics and Modernity     

          (New York: Columbia University Press, 2011)

          Co-editor with Lene Johannessen

                                  Considering Class: Essays on The Discourse of the American Dream

                                  (Lit-Verlag: Berlin, 2007)

 
           Papers – 

           

          “Tractarian Ethics” in The Cambridge Companion to Wittgenstein, 2nd ed.



            (eds.) Hans Sluga and David Stern (Cambridge: Cambridge, 2018) 96-125  




“‘A Purely Self-Regarding Ethics’: Response to Sluga” in Wittgenstein’s 
                                    Moral Thought, (eds.) Ed Dain and Reshef Agam-Segal

                                    (London: Routledge, 2017) 223-245  
                                  “The Habitus, Coping Practices and the Search for the Ground of Action” 

                                    Philosophy of the Social Sciences, 46 (5):498-524                          
                                   “A Degenerate Case of Action” Forthcoming 
                                    Finite but Unbounded: New Essays in Philosophical Anthropology
                                    Berlin Studies in Knowledge Research, (de Gruyter, 2017) 


           “Wittgenstein’s Paganism” in Mark Bevir and Andrius Galisanka, eds. 
                                    Wittgenstein and Normative Inquiry (Leiden: Brill, 2016) 174-191   
                                   “Quietism or Description? McDowell in Dispute with Dreyfus” 

                                    The Review of Metaphysics 68 (December 2014) 395-409
            “Naturalism and the Friends of Understanding”


  Philosophy of the Social Sciences, 44(4), 2014, 460-477
                              
                                    “30. Dezember 1929, Zu Heidegger: Was Konnte Wittgenstein sich 
   Denken?” in Ungesellige Geselligkeiten/Unsocial Sociabilities
   ed. Esther Ramharter (Berlin: Parerga Verlag, 2011) 97-118  
             “Explanation, Wonder, and the Cultural Point of the Tractatus”



   Norsk Filosofisk Tidsskrift, vol. 44, no. 3-4, 2009, 206-217
             “Bildung and Decline” 

   Philosophical Investigations, 32:1 January, 2009, 23-43
                                     “Wittgenstein and the Fate of Metaphysics”




   Sats: Nordic Journal of Philosophy, (9) 2, De Gruyter, 2008, 61-73
             “Elucidation, Meta-Philosophy, and Hacker’s Use of ‘External Evidence’”
  

              Journal of Philosophical Research, Volume 33, 2008, 73-99

                                      “The Concept of Progress in Wittgenstein’s Thought”

                                       Review of Metaphysics, September, 2006, Volume LX (1), 71-100       
                                      “The Antinomical Structure of the Remarks on Rule-following” 
                                        Wittgenstein and Analytic Philosophy (Sofia, 2005) 22-34                 
               “Ethics and the Tractatus: A Resolute Failure” 

                                        Philosophy, January, 2004, Volume 79 (1), 2004, 33-55 

               “The Tractatus, Ethics, and Authenticity” 

                 Journal of Philosophical Research, Volume 29, 2004, 267-288

    “Wittgenstein and Spengler” 
                                         Papers of the 24th International Wittgenstein Symposium

                                                 Volume IX (1), 2001, 131-137
    Book Reviews



    Review of John Kekes’ The Nature of Philosophical Problems: Their 




    Causes and Implications (Oxford, 2014). Philosophical Quarterly
                                        Vol. 66, 263: 406-408
Ben Ware Dialectic of the Ladder: Wittgenstein, the Tractatus and Modernism. Nordic Wittgenstein Review 5 (2) 2016. 

Presentations:           
       “Why Ethology and Ethnography are Different”




         Norms in Social Research, University of Bergen




         September 19th, 2019
        “The Grammar of Conflict”

                                             Wittgenstein in the 21st Century, U.C. Berkeley

                                             April 6th, 2019                                      

      “Why Ethology and Ethnography are Different”

                                              Charles University Prague, October 25th, 2018
 
     “The Grammar of Conflict”     


       Sociology and Anthropology of Logic: Past and Present


       Vichy, June 21st, 2018

      “The Grammar of Conflict” & “Ethology is not Ethnography”




          University of Vienna, May 12th, 2017
         “Interpretative Naturalism”




          Workshop: Place, Commonality, and the Human




          Aarhus University, October 6th, 2017



         “The Grammar of Conflict”

                                              Pacific Division Meeting of the American Philosophical Association




           San Francisco, March 31st, 2016 

                                             “Habitus und philosophische Mythenbildung



           Philosophisches Kolloquium am Institut für Philosophie




           Technische Universität Dresden 4.11.2015 
                                             “Quietism or Description? McDowell in Dispute with Dreyfus”




           5th Symposium of the Nordic Wittgenstein Society
                       University of Stavanger, Norway May 30-31, 2014
          “Wittgenstein’s Paganism”




            Workshop: Wittgenstein and Anglo-American Philosophy 




            U.C. Berkeley, December 2nd, 2013
           “fMRi and Free Will”

            Åbo, Finland, April 16, 2012

           “Naturalism and the Friends of Understanding”
            Skjolden, Norway, June 18, 2012
                                              “Reflections on the Dreyfus-McDowell Debate”

            Philosophy Department Colloquium Series
            University of California, Santa Cruz, May 19, 2011
                                              “Wittgenstein and the End of High Modernism”


            Conference: Philosophy and Culture
            University of Paris, 8, October 29, 2010       

         “Modernity, Epistemology, and Porous Selves” 
 


           Workshop: Signs and Contemporary Questions on Human Nature 
     


           November 13, 2009, Department of Philosophy, Univ. of Bergen

           Organizer: Center for French-Norwegian Cooperation

          “30. December 1929, Apropos of Heidegger:

           What was it that Wittgenstein Could Imagine?”   
            University of Vienna October 31, 2009   
          
           “Wittgenstein and the Fate of Metaphysics”  
                                                North American Wittgenstein Society 

                                                Pacific Division Meeting, American Philosophical Association




             Pasadena, CA, March 19th, 2008
            “Explanation, Wonder, and the Cultural Point of the Tractatus” 
              Eastern Division Meeting, American Philosophical Association 

            Baltimore, Md., December 28th, 2007   
             “What is American Philosophy?”

                                                  San Francisco State University, February 9th, 2007 
             “The Concept of Progress in Wittgenstein’s Thought”

               Conference: Wittgenstein, Language & Philosophy

     
            Skjolden, Norway June 2, 2005   

                         “Skepticism and the Human Condition”

                                                  University of Trondheim, May 24, 2005          
              “Hacker on the External Evidence” 



               Conference: Thought Experiments: Between Art and Science



                           Collège International de Philosophie, Paris




               Moulin d’Ande, France September 20, 2003



              “A ‘Wildly Implausible’ Response to P.M.S. Hacker”


         “Ethics and the Tractatus: A Resolute Failure”

                                                   University of Warwick  May 7 & 9, 2003

         “The Antinomical Structure of the Remarks on Rule-Following” 

                                                   Marifjøra, Norway   June 7, 2002

               Guest Seminar: Finnish Graduate School of Philosophy

               Topic: The Moral Dimension of Wittgenstein’s Writing

                                                  Åbo Academy, Åbo, Finland  April 9-14, 2002     
             “Progress and the Source of Metaphysics”

  

                           Katholiek Universiteit Leuven, Institute of Philosophy

 


               Leuven, Belgium March 1, 2002

                                                 “The Tractatus, Ethics, and Authenticity”

                                                   Invited Speaker Series, Uppsala University

                                                   Uppsala, Sweden February 22, 2002




              “Wittgenstein and Spengler”

                Presented at the 24th International Wittgenstein Symposium

                                                   Kirchberg am Wechsel, Austria  August 14, 2001

Courses Taught:              University of Bergen
    
                    Examen-Philosophicum


        First Order Logic



        Philosophy of Language



        Philosophy of the Social Sciences (M.A.)


        Introduction to Philosophy of Science



        Phenomenology  

                    Topics in Analytic Philosophy (M.A.)

                    Wittgenstein (M.A.)

                    Origins of Analytic Philosophy (M.A.)

                    Introduction to Theoretical Philosophy

                    Existentialism

                                           Johns Hopkins University/CTY 

                                            Introduction to Logic, Summers 1995-2002                                          
        University of Virginia

                                            Introduction to Philosophy (2 semesters) 

                                   Symbolic Logic (1 semester)    

                                            Applied Ethics (1 semester)   

                                            Existentialism (4 semesters) 

                                            Philosophy of Law (1 semester)
Events Organized:  
 “Norms in Social Research” (with Julie Zahle)


  University of Bergen, September 18-19, 2019
 “Wittgenstein, Philosophy of Mind, and Naturalism”


  University of Bergen, June, 2015

 “Individualism and the future of the Human Being”




            Solstrand Hotel, June, 2013
Committee Work: 
          Promotion Committee for Claus Huitfeldt, 2018



          Chair, Evaluation Committee




          Post-Doctoral Position, Philosophy, 2017

   Chair, Search Committee 
                                             Associate Professor Position in European Philosophy, 2014
   Research Coordinator, Department of Philosophy 
                                             University of Bergen, 2012 – 2018
          Director of Graduate Admissions and Studies
          Department of Philosophy, University of Bergen 2012-2014  
Guest Researcher:              Emory University, Atlanta, GA 2018-2019



     Dept. of Philosophy, U.C., Santa Cruz Jan-July, 2011                                          

          Center for Cultural Studies, U.C. Santa Cruz, Jan-July, 2009

              Dept. of Philosophy, U.C. Berkeley, Aug 2005 - June, 2006 

Other: 

          Main Collaborator (and Co-applicant with Sorin Bangu)




          NFR Frihum project: Mathematics with a Human Face

   Project Leader: NordForsk Researcher Network

          The Nordic Network for Philosophical Anthropology

          01.01.2011 – 31.12.2013 
          Leader, Wittgenstein Research Group

          University of Bergen, 2014-2018, 2020-
   Steering Committee Nordic Wittgenstein Society 

   Referee:  Philosophy of the Social Sciences (Sage) (ongoing)



                          European Journal of Analytic Philosophy
               Nordic Wittgenstein Review (ongoing)
               Oxford University Press  

   European Journal of Philosophy


   Cambridge University Press

Awards:                            Norway-America/Marshall-Fund Stipend for Post-Doctoral Research
                                           Wittgensteinarkivet, Bergen, Norway, Fall 2001

        Fulbright Fellow, Wittgenstein Archives  

                                            University of Bergen, Norway 1998-1999      

           


