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Series Editor: Terje Tvedt, University of Bergen

The pioneering History of Water series brings a much needed historical
understanding to the relationship between water and society. The volumes in
the series cover all aspects of water – social, cultural, political, religious,
historical, economic and technological – from the earliest societies to the
present day.  Drawing upon the work of a diverse range of scholars, the Series
provides a unique insight into the complex processes that have shaped the
use and understanding of our most valuable resource.

A HISTORY OF WATER 
SERIES II  

VOL 1: WATER CONTROL AND RIVER BIOGRAPHIES 
T. Tvedt & E. Jakobsson (Eds.)
234 X 156MM  656 PAGES  HARDBACK  978 1 85043 445 0   £85.00 £59.50

VOL 2: THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF WATER 
R. Coopey & T. Tvedt (Eds.)
234 X 156MM  592 PAGES  HARDBACK  978 1 85043 446 7  £85.00 £59.50

VOL 3: THE WORLD OF WATER 
T. Tvedt & T. Oestigaard (Eds.)
234 X 156MM  528 PAGES   HARDBACK  978 1 85043 447 4  £85.00 £59.50

Terje Tvedt is Professor of Geography at the University of Bergen and Professor of Political
Science at the University of Oslo. He is the author of a number of  successful books and
videos on water issues, including The River Nile in the Age of the British (I.B.Tauris, 2004) and
The River Nile in the Post-Colonial Age (I.B.Tauris 2009). He is series editor for the first History
of Water series (3 volumes, I.B. Tauris, 2006). 
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VOLUME 3: WATER AND
GEOPOLITICS IN THE NEW WORLD
ORDER
Edited by Terje Tvedt, Graham Chapman
and Roar Hagen

As the world’s population continues to grow and an
increasing number of countries aspire to a twenty- first
century lifestyle, so the question of access to water
resources becomes ever more critical.  The contributors to
this volume seek to provide a deeper theoretical analysis
of the issues to provide a clearer understanding of how
experience in one region can properly be related to or
compared with that of other regions.  The second section
provides a wealth of historical examples, showing how
current problems are not necessarily new, as frequently suggested. The final section is
devoted to contemporary issues looking at the influence of water on geopolitics and
geopolitics on water. Amongst the issues addressed are the Kurdish question; Indo-China
relations; the development of the EU; and relationships between the USA and Canada.

September 2010  234 x 156mm  584 pages  Hardback  978 1 84885 351 5    £85.00 £59.50
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VOLUME 2: RIVERS AND SOCIETY:
FROM THE BIRTH OF
AGRICULTURE TO MODERN TIMES
Edited by Terje Tvedt and Richard
Coopey

Drawing upon the latest research findings, the authors
suggest new explanations as to why some civilizations
flourished whilst others failed. Ranging from explorations
of classical agrarian civilisations – such as the Indus,
Angkor and Maya – to analyses of the role of water in the
modernisation process of countries like Spain, Britain and
Japan, this important new work furthers our
understanding of the ways in which the key relationship
between humans and water has given rise to new forms

of social organisation, new technologies and economic activities.

June 2010  234 x 156mm  550 pages  Hardback  978 1 84885 350 8   £85.00 £59.50

VOLUME 1: IDEAS OF WATER
FROM ANCIENT SOCIETIES TO THE
MODERN WORLD
Edited by Terje Tvedt and  Terje Ostigard  

How has water been perceived in different societies and
across different eras of world history?  How have these
changing conceptions informed and influenced our ideas
about society and ourselves?  In Ideas of Water leading
international scholars explore the rich record of our ideas,
from the beliefs of early societies to the latest scientific
views on the nature of this unique substance.  Ranging
across all aspects – scientific, cultural and religious – this
important work both challenges conventional
interpretations and understandings of water in nature and
represents one of the first attempts to provide a history of

our changing ideas of the role and significance of water in human society.

CONTENTS

1: A History of the Ideas of Water: Deconstructing Nature and Constructing Society

Part 1: From Big Bang to the Hydrological cycle
2: Water and Cosmos; 3: Water in Science and Scientific Discovery; 4: Water and the Development
of the Concept of Chemical Substance; 5: Water, its flux, its cycle, and its power: the romantic
turning point in the history of the water idea

Part 2: From Roman Aqueducts to Modern Spas
6: Aqueduct as Hegemonic Architecture; 7: Social Uses of Water in the Ancient Mediterranean; 8:
The Rule of Water: Uncertainty and the Cultural Ecology of Water in South India; 9: Water and
Sanitation from Antiquity to Today;10: Cultural Ideas of Water and Swimming in Modern Europe

Part 3: From Judaism and Islam to the Maya water cosmology
11: Bathing in Divine Waters: Water and Purity in Judaism and Islam; 12: Purification, Purgation and
Penalty: Christian Concepts of Water and Fire in Heaven and Hell; 13: Hydrolatry in early European
religions and Christian syncretism; 14: Water in Aboriginal Australia;15: “Rain, snakes and sex -
making rain”: Rock art and rain-making in Africa and America; 16: Shaping Beliefs, Identities and
Institutions: the Role of Water Myths among Ethnic Groups in Yunnan of China; 17: Flood Myths; 18:
Water Cosmoview and Symbolism in the Mesoamerican and Peruvian Area in the pre-Hispanic
period

October 2009  234 x 156mm  496 pages   Hardback 978 1 84511 980 5   £75.00 £52.50
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