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The Ida Blom Conference

Gendered Citizenship: History, Politics and Democracy

Bergen, 14-15 October 2013

Radisson Blu Royal Hotel Bryggen, Bergen

Professor Emerita Ida Blom 
University of Bergen.

As a pioneer within the field of gendered history, 
Professor Blom has contributed with ground-break-
ing research within several fields of gender 
history, such as sexuality and reproductive matters, 
gendered work, gender and nationalism, gendered 
global history, health history and the history of 
women’s political rights. Her fields of research over 
the past 40 years include international and com-
parative gender history, as well as welfare research 
and medical history. Her latest book «Legislation on 
Venereal Disease in Five Northern European Coun-
tries, c.1870-c.1995» was published in 2012 .

Associate Professor of Sociology Mounira Maya 
Charrad University of Texas at Austin, USA.

Associate Professor Charrad’s research focuses on 
politics, state formation, women’s rights, Islamic law 
and citizenship in the Middle East and North Africa. 
She is the award-winning author of States and 
Women’s Rights: The Making of Postcolonial Tunisia, 
Algeria and Morocco (2001). Her current studies 
of conceptions of modernity in legal discourses in 
the Middle East are grounded in analysis of social 
solidarities, such as in kinship and ethnicity.

Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies Jasbir Puar 
Rutgers University, USA.

Professor Puar’s research focuses on gender, sexual-
ity, globalization; postcolonial and diaspora studies; 
South Asian cultural studies; queer disability studies 
and theories of assemblage and affect. She is the 
author of the award-winning Terrorist Assemblages: 
Homonationalism in Queer Times (2007). Profes-
sor Puar currently holds the Edward Said Chair of 
American Studies at the American University of 
Beirut, Lebanon.

Professor in Gender Research in the Social Sciences 
Birthe Siim Department of Culture and Global Studies 

Aalborg University (AAU), Denmark.
Professor Siim is Research Director of the Knowl-
edge Centre: Equality, Diversity and Gender (EDGE) 
and of FREIA, the Gender Research Centre, AAU. 
Her main areas of expertise are gender theory; 
comparative studies of citizenship, democracy, 
migration/multiculturalism and the welfare state. 
Her latest book is  Negotiating Gender and Diver-
sity in an emergent European Public Sphere (eds. 
with M. Mokre) (Palgrave 2012, fortc.) and she has 
contributed to the recent book Female Suffrage in 
Europe (Brill 2012).

University Professor Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak 
Columbia University, USA.

Professor Spivak is a literary critic, working within 
feminism, Marxism, deconstruction and globaliza-
tion. As a leading postcolonial theorist over many 
years, she has published numerous books and arti-
cles, among them the seminal essay «Can the Sub-
altern Speak?» (1988) and A Critique of Postcolonial 
Reason: Towards a History of the Vanishing Present 
(1999). Her latest book is An Aesthetic Education in 
the Age of Globalization (2012). Professor Spivak is 
also an activist in rural education and feminist and 
ecological social movements.

Professor of Communication and Media Studies Liesbet 
van Zoonen Loughborough University and Erasmus 
University Rotterdam, Netherlands.

Professor van Zoonen’s research concerns gender, 
media and politics, emphasizing the question of 
how popular culture might serve as a resource for 
citizenship, participation and civic engagement. 
Her most recent research projects have focused on 
multiculturalism, identity management and new 
media technologies. She has written several books 
including Feminist Media Studies and Entertaining 
the Citizen: When Politics and Popular Culture 
Converge.

Keynote Speakers

PROGRAMME

IDA BLOM CONFERENCE
GENDERED CITIZENSHIP



Day 1: Monday

Plenary sessions: Kongesal 1–2

09:15	Opening
09:30	�Introduction Ida Blom: Alice Kessler-Harris 
09:45	Professor Emerita Ida Blom:  
	 «Troubled gender identities in a changing society - 
	 Norway at the end of the long 19th century»
	
10:15	Coffee break

10:30	Professor Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak: 
	 «What is it to vote?» 

11:30	Coffee break

11:45–13:15 Parallel sessions

STRAND 1: GENDER AND THE PUBLIC SPHERE
Panel 1. Media Minorities? Journalism, sexuality 
	 and gender.
	 Chair: Ragnhild Mølster

	 Panelists: Elisabeth Eide, Liv Iren Hognestad, 
	�E lse-Beth Roalsø  

Room: Dræggen 1

Panel 2. Image, text, literature.
	 Chair: Kari Jegerstedt

	� Panelists: Zita Karkla, Birgitte Possing, Asher Boersma 
Room: Dræggen 2

STRAND 2: SEXUAL CITIZENSHIP
Panel 1. Heteronormality and Nation
	 Chair: Gaudencia Mutema
	� Panelists: Alexander Kondakov, Ivana Prazic  

Room: Dræggen 4

Panel 2. Politics of Reproduction, Family and Work
	 Chair: Hilde Danielsen

	 Panelists: Bente Rosenbeck, Heike Kahlert, 
	� Ann-Katrin Hatje  

Room: Dræggen 7

STRAND 3: REPRESENTATION, DEMOCRACY AND 
	 FREEDOM
Panel 1. Intersectionality and the state 
	 Chair: Sevil Sümer

	 Panelists: Cathrine Egeland, Christine Jacobsen, 
	�S ynnøve Bendixsen  

Room: Dræggen 8

Panel 2. Between Sharia and Human Rights: 
	 Sudanese Women’s Strategies for Legal Reform
	 Chair: Liv Tønnessen

	� Panelists: Samia al-Nagar, Akram Abbas, Lamya Badri 
Room: Kongesal 5

13:15	Lunch

14:15	�Professor Jasbir Puar «Transnormative Citizenship:  
Modulating Between Disability and Exceptionalism» 

15:00	Break

15:15–16:45  Parallel sessions

STRAND 1: GENDER AND THE PUBLIC SPHERE
Panel 3. Gender in the online public sphere
	 Chair: Torgeir Uberg Nærland

	� Panelists: Ricarda Drüeke, Elisabeth Klaus, Gilda Seddighi, 
Susan Jackson  
Room: Dræggen 1

Panel 4. Women’s associations in the history of the 
	 public sphere
	 Chair: Elisabeth Haavet

	 Panelists: Bente Nicolaysen, Anne Holden Rønning, 
	� Åsa Bengtsson  

Room: Dræggen 2

Panel 5. Gender and the Politics of Memory
	 Chair: Pauline Stoltz and Monica Lindberg Falk

	 Panelists: Pauline Stoltz, Monica Lindberg Falk, 
	�M ikako Iwatake, Karin Ask  

Room: Dræggen 4

STRAND 2: SEXUAL CITIZENSHIP
Panel 3. Dealing with gendered violence
	 Chair: Gaudencia Mutema

	� Panelists: Helle Rydstrøm, Silviya Serafimova,  
Azra Rashid  
Room: Dræggen 7

Panel 4. Discourses of resistance
	 Chair: Randi Gressgård

	 Panelists: Liv Helene Willumsen, Trine Rogg Korsvik, 
	�M ervi Patosalmi  

Room: Dræggen 8

STRAND 3: REPRESENTATION, DEMOCRACY AND 
	 FREEDOM
Panel 3. Woman, conflict and representations 
	 Chair: Torunn Wimpelmann

	� Panelists: Loretto Linusson, Beatrice Sjöström  
Room: Kongesal 5

Panel 4. Gender quotas
	 Chair: Vibeke Wang
	 Panelists: Henry Allen, Siri Øyslebø Sørensen, 
	�R agnhild L. Muriaas  

Room: Kongesal 1–2

16:45	End

18:20 	In the lobby at the Raddisson Blu Royal 
	 Hotel Bryggen.
	 We walk together to the reception.
18:30 	Reception hosted by the City of Bergen in 
	 Schøtstuene:
	 A light meal and beverages.
	 A mini concert with Annlaug Børsheim
20:00 	Dinner at the Raddisson Blu Royal Hotel Bryggen:
	 Main Course and Dessert.
	

Day 2: Tuesday

Plenary sessions: Kongesal 1–2

09:15	Professor Birthe Siim «Challenges to Citizenship in 
	 a Globalized World» 
10:00	�Associate Professor Mounira Maya Charrad 
	� «Gender, Islam and Power: Shifting Dynamics»

10:45	Coffee break

11:00–12:30  Parallel sessions

STRAND 1: GENDER AND THE PUBLIC SPHERE
Panel 6. Constructing citizenship in journals and magazines 
	 Chair: Brita Ytre-Arne

	� Panelists: Laura Saarenmaa, Birgitte Kjos Fonn 
Room: Dræggen 1

Panel 7. Climate, nature and spatiality
	 Chair: Elisabeth Eide

	 Panelists: Seema Arora-Jonsson, Synnøve Marie Vik, 
	� Johanna Overud  

Room: Dræggen 2

STRAND 2: SEXUAL CITIZENSHIP
Panel 5. An ambiguous vigilante: The meaning of the 
	 condom in private and public sex
	 Chair: Ida Blom

	 Panelists: Synnøve Johansen, Ida Kock, 
	�S unniva Schultze-Florey  

Room: Dræggen 4

Panel 6. Postcolonial citizenship and the figure of woman: 		
	 the case of the hottentot venus
	 Chair: Donna Mccormack
	 Panelists: Željka Švrljunga, Jorunn S. Gjerden, 
	� Kari Jegerstedt  

Room: Dræggen 7

STRAND 3: REPRESENTATION, DEMOCRACY AND 
	 FREEDOM
Panel 5. Women in the legislature 
	 Chair: Ragnhild Muriaas

	 Panelists: Dorota Opyd, Erkka Railo, Syeda Lasna Kabir, 		
	� Hasan Muhammad Baniamin, Vibeke Wang  

Room: Dræggen 8

Panel 6. Symbolic violence and sexualised violence
	 Chair: Hilde Danielsen

	 Panelists: Sailaja Joshi, Mahalakshimi Mahadevan, 
	� Bodil Pedersen  

Room: Kongesal 5

12:30	Lunch

13:30–15:00  Parallel sessions

STRAND 1: GENDER AND THE PUBLIC SPHERE
Panel 8. Women pioneers in media and culture
	 Chair: Dunja Blazevic

	� Panelists: Ragnhild Mølster, Kristoffer Jul-Larsen  
Room: Dræggen 1

Panel 9. Challenging the difference engine. 
	 The discursive construction of otherness in the 
	 media.
	 Chair: Anna Roosvall

	 Panelists: Anna Roosvall, Ernesto Abalo, 
	�M ahitab Ezz El Din, Johanna Stenersen  

Room: Dræggen 2

STRAND 2: SEXUAL CITIZENSHIP
Panel 7. Challenging discourses on rights, belonging and 		
	 diversity
	 Chair: Kari Jegerstedt

	� Panelists: Resa-Philip Lunau, Doris Rosenlechner-Urbanek, 		
Randi Gressgård  
Room: Dræggen 4

Panel 8. Dealing with sexual and cultural diversity
	 Chair: Synnøve Bendixsen

	� Panelists: Tanti Noor Said, Baukje Prins,  
Christel Stormhøj, Siela Ardjosemito-Jethoe 
Room: Dræggen 7

STRAND 3: REPRESENTATION, DEMOCRACY AND 
	 FREEDOM
Panel 7. Inclusion and exclusion in transnational settings
	 Chair: Cathrine Egeland

	 Panelists: Kim Jezabel Zinngrebe, Torunn Wimpelmann,
	�S evil Sümer  

Room: Dræggen 8

Panel 8. Tracing gender in aid and development: 
	 Global – local dynamics
	 Chair: Haldis Haukanes

	� Panelists: Astrid Blystad, Siri Lange, Thera Mjaaland 
Room: Kongesal 5

Panel 9. Universal suffrage
	 Chair: Cathrine Holst

	� Panelists: Fia Sundevall, Eirinn Larsen, Tone Brekke 
Room: Kongesal 1–2

15.00	Coffee break

15.15	Professor Liesbet van Zoonen «The Influence of 
	 the Media on Female Politicians»  
16.00	�To sum up:  

“Global Changes and Future Frameworks of Equality”  
Round table with Cathrine Holst, Malin Rönnblom and  
Alice Kessler-Harris. 

17.00	End


